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LETTER FROM MR. WEBSTER, 
IN REPLY TO A 
LETTER FROM CITIZENS OF NEWBURYPORT. 


Washington, May 15, 1850. 
GENTLEMEN :—I have the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of your letter, of the 8th of 
April, approving the sentiments of my speech 
delivered in the Senate on the 7th of March 
last. As considerable differences of opinion 
pravail in Massachusetts on the subject of that 
speech, it is grateful to receive, in a letter so 
respectably and numerously signed, opinions so 
decidedly concurring with my own. 
Circumstances have occurred, within the last 
twenty years, to create a new degree of feeling 
at the North, on the subject of slavery; and 
from being considered as it was at the adoption 
of the Constitution, mainly as a political ques- 
tion, it has come to be regarded with unusual 
warmth, as a question of religion and humanity. 
It is obvious enough that the Government of 
the United States has no control over slavery, 
as it exists in the several States. Its proper 
jurisdiction in this respect, is confined to its 
own territories, except it is so far its duty to 
see that that part of the Constitution, which 
respects the surrender of fugitive slaves, be car- 
ried fairly and honestly into execution. 
The Constitution of the United States in 
the 2d section of the 4th article declares :— 
A person charged in any State with treason, felony, 
ther crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found, 
ny other State, shall, on demand of the executive au- 
thority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, 
removed to the State having jurisdiction of the crime. 
No person held to service or labor in one State, under 
‘ laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse- 
wwe of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
iim of the party to whom such service or labor may be 


} 


This provision of the Constitution seems to 
have met with little exception or opposition, or 
none at all so far as I know, in Massachusetts. 
Everybody seems to have regarded it as neces- 
sary and proper. The members of the Conven- 
tion of that State for adopting the Constitution 
W particularly jealous of every article and 
ion which might in any degree entrench on 
personal liberty. Every page of their debate 
evinces this spirit. And yet I do not remember 
that any one of them found the least fault with 
this provision. The opponents and deriders of 
the Constitution of this day have sharper eyes 
in discerning dangers to liberty than General 
Thompson, Holder Slocum, and Major Nason 
had, in 1788, to say nothing of John Hancock, 
Samuel Adams, and other friends of the Consti- 

yn; and among them the very eminent men 
vho were delegates in that Convention from 
Newburyport: Rufus King, Benjamin Green- 
leaf, Theophilus Parsons, and Jona. ‘Tileomb. 

The latter clause quoted above, it may be 


re 


sect 
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worth while to remark, was borrowed, in sub- 
stance, from the celebrated Ordinance in 1787, 
which was drawn up by that great man of your 


»wn country, and a contemporary of your fathers, 
Nathan Dane. 


Mr. Dane had very venerable New England | 


authority for the insertion of this provision in 
the ordinance which he prepared. 
In the year 1643, there was formed a confed- 


eration between the four New England colonies, 
Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, Connecticut and 
New Haven; and in the 8th article of that con- 
federation it is stipulated as follows, viz: 

It is also agreed, that if any servant run away from 
is master into any other of these confederated jurisdic- 
that, in such cases, upon the certificate of one mag- 
istrate in the jurisdiction out of which the said servant 
fled, upon other due proof, the said servant shall be de- 
livered, either to his master, or to any other that pursues 
and brings such certificate or proof’ And in the ‘ Arti- 


tions 


cles of Agreement, entered into in 1650, between the 
New England Colonies and ‘ the delegates of Peter Stuy- 
vesant, Governor of New Netherland, it was stipulated 
hat the ‘samé way and course’ concerning fugitives 
should be observed between the English Colonies and | 
New Netherland, as had been established in the ‘ Arti- | 
cles of Confederation, between the English Colonies 


themselves. 

On the 12th of February, 1793, under the 
administration of Gen. Washington, Congress 
passed an act for carrying into effect both these 
clauses of the Constitution. It is entitled, ** An 
act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons 
escaping from the service of their masters.” 

‘The first two sections of this law provide for 
the case of fugitives from justice ; and they de- 
clare, that whenever the executive authority of 
iny State, or Territory, shall demand any person 
as a fugitive from justice, of the executive au- 
thority of any State or Territory to which such 
person shall have fled, and shall produee the copy 
of an indictment, or an affidavit made before a 
magistrate, charging the person, so demanded, 
with having committed treason, felony, or other 
crime, certified as authentic by the Governor or 
chief magistrate of the State or Territory from 
whence the person so charged fled, it shall be 
the duty of the executive authority of the State 
or Territory to which such person shall have 
fled, to cause him or her to be arrested or se- 
cured, and notice of the arrest to be given to 
the executive authority making such demand, or 
to the agent of such authority appointed to re- 
ceive the fugitive, and to cause the fugitive to 
be delivered to such agent when he shall ap- 
pear; but if no such agent shall appear within 
six months, the prisoner may be discharged; 
and all costs or expenses incurred by arresting, 
securing, or transmitting the fugitive, shall be 
paid by the State or Territory making the de- 
mand. And that any agent who shall receive 
such fugitive into his custody, shall be autho®ized 
to transport him to the State or Territory from 
which he fled. And any person, rescuing or 
setting such person at liberty, shall, on convic- | 
tion, be fined not exceeding five hundred dol-| 
lars, and be imprisoned not exceeding one year. | 

The two last sections of the act respect per- | 
sons held to labor in any of the United States | 
or Territories, escaping into any other State or) 
Territory ; and in these words: 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That when a person 
held to labor in any of the United States, or in either of | 
the territories of the Northwest or South of the river Ohio, 
under the laws thereof, shall escape into any other of the | 
said States or territories, the person to whom such labor | 
or service may be due, his agent, or attorney, is hereby | 
empowered to seize or arrest such fugitive from labor, 
and to take him or her before any judge of the circnit or 
district courts of the United States, residing or being | 
within the State, or before any magistrate of a county, | 
city, or town corporate, wherein such seizure or arrest | 
shall be made; and upon proof, to the satisfaction of such | 
judge or magistrate, either by oral testimony, or affidavit | 
taken before and certified by a magistrate of any such State | 
or Territory, that the person so seized or arrested doth, | 
under the laws of the State or Territory from which he | 
or she fled, owe service or labor to the person claiming | 
him or her, it shall be the duty of such judge or magis- | 
trate to give a certificate thereof to such claimant, his | 
agent or attorney, which shall be sufficient warrant for | 
removing the said fugitive from labor to the State or 
Territory from which he or she fled. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any person who 
shall knowingly and willingly obstruet or hinder such 
claimant, his agent or attorney, in so seizing or arresting 
such fugitive from labor, or shall rescue such fugitive from 
such claimant, his agent or attorney, when so arrested, 
pursuant to the authority herein given or declared; or 
shall harbor or conceal such person, after notice that he 
or she was a fugitive from labor, as aforesaid, shall, for 
either of the said offences, forfeit and pay the sum of five 





hundred dollars. Which penalty may be recovered by 


and for the benefit of such claimant, by action of debt, in 
any court proper to try the same; saving, moreover, to 
tle person claiming such labor or service, his right of ac- 
tion for, or on account of, the said injuries, or either of 
them. [Approved Feb. 12, 1793.] 

It will be observed, that in neither of the two 

| cases, does the law provide for the trial of any 
question, whatever, by jury, in the State in 

which the arrest is made. The fugitive from 

justice is to be delivered, on the production of 
/an indictment, or a regular affidavit, charging 
| the party with having committed the crime ; and 
| the fugitive from service is to be removed to the 
State from which he fled, upon proof, before any 

authorized magistrate, in the State where he 

may be found, either by witness or affidavit, 

that the person claimed doth owe service to the 

| party claiming him, under the laws of the State 
| from which he fled. In both cases, the proceed- 
|ing is to be preliminary and summary ; in both 
Set the party is to be removed to the State 
from which he fled, that his liabilities, and his 

rights, may be there regularly tried and ad- 
| judged, by the tribunals of that State, accord- 
jing to its laws. In the case of an alleged fugi- 
| tive from justice, charged with crime, it is not 
| to be taken for granted, in the State to which 
jhe has fled, that he is guilty. Nor in that 
| State is he to be tried or punished. He is only 
|to be remitted for trial, to the place from which 
‘he came. In the case of the alleged fugitive 
from service, the courts of the State, in which 

|he is arrested, are not to decide that, in fact, or 
|in law, he does owe service to anybody. He, 
| too, is only to be remitted, for an inquiry into 


ihis rights, and their proper adjudication, to the 
State from which he fled; the tribunals of 
which understand its laws, and are in the con- 
| Stant habit of trying the question of slavery or 
'no slavery, in the application of individuals, as 
|an ordinary exercise of judicial authority. There 
is not a slave State in the Union, in which in- 
‘dependent judicial tribunals are not always 
| open to receive and decide upon petitions or ap- 


plications for freedom; nor do I know, nor 





_have I heard it alleged, that the decisions of | 
| these tribunals are not fair and upright. Such 
‘of them as I have seen evince, certainly, these 
i qualities in the judges. 
} This act of Congress, of the 12th of February, 
| 1793, appears to have been well considered, and 
to have passed with little opposition. There is 
ino evidence, known to me, that any body at the 
) time regarded any of its provisions as repugnant 
| to religion, liberty, the Constitution, or humani- 
ty. The two Senators of Massachusetts, at that 
time, were that distinguished legislator and pat- 
/riot of our own country, George Cabot; and 
that other citizen of Massachusetts, among the | 
most eminent of his day for talent, purity of| 
|character, and every virtue, Caleb Strong. Mr. 
|Cabot, indeed, was one of the committee for 
preparing the bill. It appears to have passed 
the Senate without a division. In the House of 
Representatives it was supported by Mr. Good- 
/hue, Mr. Gerry, both then, I believe, of your 
county of Essex, (Mr. Goodhue, afterwards a 
Senator of the United States, and Mr. Gerry, 
afterwards Vice President of the United States,) 
|Mr. Ames, Mr. Bourne, Mr. Leonard, and Mr. 
| Sedgwick, all members from Massachusetts ; 
|and was passed by a majority of forty-eight to} 
seven; of these seven, one being from Virginia, 
one from Maryland, one from New York, and 
four from the New England States ; and of these 
}four, one, Mr? Thacher, from Massachusetts. 
| Tam not aware that there exists any pub- 
| lished account of the debates on the passage of 
this act. I have been able to find none. I 
have searched the original files, however, and I 
find among the papers several propositions for 
modifications and amendments of various kinds ; 
but none suggesting the propriety of any jury 
trial in the State where the party should be ar- 
| rested. 

For many years little or no complaint was 
made against this law, nor was it supposed to be 
guilty of the offences and enormities which have 
‘since been charged upon it. It was passed for 
_the purpose of complying with a direct and sol- 
'emn injunction of the Constitution; it did no 
|more than was believed to be necessary to ac- 

complish that single purpose ; and it did that in 
_a cautious, mild manner, to be everywhere con- 
ducted according to judicial proceedings. 

| I confess I see no more objection to the pro- 
visions of this law, than was seen to them by! 
Mr. Cabot and Mr. Strong, Mr. Goodhue and 
| Mr. Gerry; and such provisions appear to me, 
|as they appeared to them, to be absolutely nec- 
essary, if we mean to fulfil the duties positively 
|and peremptorily enjoined upon us by the Con- 
| stitution of the country. But since the agita- 
| tion caused by Abolition societies and Abolition 
| presses has, to such extent, excited the public 


| mind, these provisions have been rendered ob- 
| noxious and odious; unwearied endeavors have 
_ been made, and but too successfully, to rouse 
|the passions of the people against them; and 
| under the ery of universal freedom, and under 
| that other ery, that there is a rule for the gov- 
|ernment of public men and private men, which 
|is of superior obligation to the Constitution of 
the country, several of the States have enacted 
laws to hinder, obstruct, and defeat the enact- 
|ments of this act of Congress to the utmost of 


| their power. 





| States has solemnly decided that it is lawful for) 


State officers and State magistrates to fulfil the 
|; duties enjoined upon them by the act of Con- 
| gress of 1793, unless prohibited by State laws ; 
| and thereupon prohibitory State laws have been 
|immediately passed, inflicting fine and impris- 
‘onment on all State officers and magistrates, 
|who shall presume to conform to these requisi- 
tions of the act of Congress. 

And these prohibitory and penal laws of the 
States have rendered it imperative on Congress 
to make further and other provisions for carry- 
ing into effect the substantial intenticn of the 
act of 1793. And this is the cause of the intro- 
duction into the Senate of a bill on the subject 
recently by the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Notwithstanding all that may be said by shallow 
men, ignorant men, and factious men—men 
whose only hope of making or of keeping them- 
selves conspicuous, is by incessant agitation, 
and the most reckless efforts to alarm and mis- 
guide the people, 1 know of no persons, in or 
out of Congress, who wish anything more to be 
done on the subject of fugitives from service, 
than what is essentially necessary, in order to 
meet the requirements of the Constitution,-and. 
accomplish the objects of the act of Congress of 
1793. And whatever enactments 1 may deem 
essential to this purpose, I, for one, shall cer- 
tainly support, as I feel bound to do by my oath 
of office, and by every consideration of duty and 
propriety. 

As I have already said, the act of Congress of 
1793 made no provision for any trial by jury in 
the State where the arrest of a fugitive is made. 
I have considered the subject with a conscien- 
tious desire to provide for such jury trial, if pos- 
sible, in order to allay excitement and remove 
objections. There are many difficulties, how- 
ever, attending any such provision ; and a main 


The Supreme Court of the United | 





one, and perhaps the only insuperable one, has 
been created by the States themselves, by mak- 
ing it a penal offence in their own officers to ren- 
der any aid in apprehending or securing such 
fugitives, and absolutely refusing the use of 
their jails for keeping them in custody till a jury 
could be called together, witnesses summoned, 
and a regular trial be had. It is not too much 
to say that to these State laws is to be attribu- 
ted the actual and practical denial of trial by 
jury in these cases. These ill-considered State 
laws it is which have absolutely refused the al- 
leged fugitive, as the case now stands, any trial 
by jury, by refusing those aids and facilities 
without which a jury trial is impossible. 

But, at the same time, nothing is more false 
than that such jury trial is demanded in cases 
of this kind by the Constitution, either in its let- 
ter or in its spirit. The Constitution declares 
that in all criminal prosecutions there shall be a 
trial by jury; the reclaiming of a fugitive slave 
is not a criminal prosecution. 

The constitution also declares that in suits of 
common law the trial by jury shall be preserved ; 
the reclaiming of a fugitive slave is not a suit at 
the common law; and there is no other clause 
or sentence in the Constitution having the least 
bearing on the subject. 

I have seen a publication by Mr. H. Mann, 
a member of Congress from Massachusetts, in 
which I find this sentence. Speaking of the 
bill before the House he says: ‘* This bill de- 
rides the trial by jury secured by the Constitu- 
tion. A man may not lose his horse without a 
right to this trial, but he may his freedom. Mr. 
WEBSTER speaks for the South and for slavery, 
not for the North and for freedom, when he 
abandons this right.” This personal virtuper- 
ation does not ‘annoy me, but I lament to see a 
public man of Massachusetts so crude and con- 
fused in his legal apprehensions, and so little 
acquainted with the Constitution of his country 
as these opinions evince Mr. Mann to be. His 


except one about twenty-five years ago, and in 
that case the negro was immediately discharged 
for want of proof of identity. 

Some instances of the seizure of alleged fugi- 
tive slaves are known to have occurred in this 
generation in Massachusetts ; but, except one, 
their number and their history is uncertain; 
that one took place in Boston twelve or fifteen 
years ago; and in that case some charitably dis- 
posed persons offered the owner a sum of money 
which he regarded as less than half the value of 
the slave, but which he agreed to accept, and 
the negro was discharged. A few cases, I sup- 
pose, may have occurred in New Bedford, but 
they attracted little notice, nor, so far as I can 
learn, caused: any complaint. Indeed, I do not 
know that there ever was more than a single 
case or two arising in that place. Be it remem- 
bered that 1 am speaking of re-clamations of 
slaves made by their masters under the law of 
Congress. I am not speaking of instances of 
violeut abduction and kidnapping made by per- 
sons not professing to be re-claiming their own 
slaves. 

If this be a true account of all that has hap- 
pened in New England within the last thirty 
years, respecting the arrest of fugitive slaves, 
and I believe it substantially is so, what is there | 
to justify the passionate appeals, the vehement 
and empty declamations, the wild and fantastic 
conduct of both men and women which have so 
long disturbed and so much disgraced the com- 
monwealth and the country? What is there 
especially that should induce public men to 
break lbose from all just restraint, fall them- 
selves into the merest vagaries, and fan, with 
what they call eloquence, the fires, ever ready 
to kindle of popular prejudice and popular ex- 
citement? I suspect all this to be the effect of 
that wandering and vagrant philanthropy which 
disturbs and annoys all that is present, in time | 
or place; by heating the imagination on subjects | 
distant, remote and uncertain. 





citation of a supposed case, as in point, if it 
have any analogy to the matter, would prove 
that, if Mr. Mann’s horse stray into his neigh- 
bor’s fjeld, he cannot lead him back without a\is admitted by nearly all, that slavery itself is a! 
previous trial by jury to ascertain the right. | misfortune and an evil. And there are States 
Truly if what Mr. Mann says of the provisions | in which the evil attending these re-clamations 
of the Constitution in this publication be a test/is practically felt. But where the evil really 
of his accuracy in the understanding of that in-|exists there is comparatively little complaint, 
strument, he would do well not to seek to pro-|and no excitement. Maryland and Pennsylva- 
tect his peculiar notions under its sanction, butj nia, for example, lie, the one on the slave side 
to appeal at once, as others do, to that high) of the line, the other on the free side. Slaves 
authority which sits enthroned above the Con-/escape from Maryland, flee into Pennsylvania, 
stitution and above the law.* and are there arrested. These instances are not 
Gentlemen, I am extending these remarks, I | unfrequent, and usually create no disturbance, 
fear, to quite too great a length; but there is|/and excite no exasperated feeling. In one in- 
still one characteristic of this ** agitation’’ too| stance, indged, a mob assembled to rescue the 
remarkable to be omitted. fugitive, violence ensued, and a life was lost. 
A member of Congress from Illinois, of talent! This, of course, excited popular resentment, 
and rapidly increasing distinction, (Mr. Bissell,)| and for a considerable time agitated the neigh- 
in a speech delivered in the House of Represen-| borhood. But in general the people of Pennsyl- 
tatives on the 21st day of February, made these| vania understood their neighbor's rights, and 
very true and pertinent remarks :— are willing that they should be secured and en- 
“T am not so unmindful of truth as to deny that, in| joyed. 
respect to the subject now under consideration, some of; Massachusetts grows fervid on Pennsylvania 
our Southern friends have good canse to complain, But wrongs; while Pennsylvaina herself is not ex- 
it must have been remarked by all of us that the represen- |. i yt f h d 
tatives from those States which have really been aggrieved | Cted by any sense of such wrongs, and com- 
in this respect are not those who have threatened us with| plains of no injustice. The abolitionists of 
disunion. These threats have come from the representa- | Massachusetts, both the out-and-out and the 
tives of States from which, I venture to say, on an aver- | quasi, rend the welkin with sympathies for Penn- 
age not one slave escapes in five years. Who ever heard | ‘onni hile P hated ; ° 
of a slave escaping from Mississippi or Alabama? Where | °Y vania, while rennsyivania would quite as wil- 
does he go to? Who helps him away? Certainly not | lingly be left to her own care of herself. Massa- 
the people of the North. Kentucky, Virginia, Maryland | chusetts tears fall abundantly for Pennsylvania 
and Missouri, the only States that are really sufferers by | sufferings: but which sufferings, Pennsylvania 
the escape of slaves, do not seem to have dreamed of | ; hi 
dissolution as a remedy ; while the representatives from | herself knows little or nothing of. No people 
afew of the extreme Southern States, whence slaves|are more opposed to slavery than the people of 
could no more escape than from the island of Cuba, see | Pennsylvania. We know, especially, that that 
ample cause and imperious necessity for dissolving the 2 at; “ 
Union and establishing a ‘Southern confederacy,’ in the great and respectable part of her population, the 
alleged fact that their slaves are enticed away by the | Friends, have borne their testimony against it from 
citizens of the North.” Yet they create no excitement; they 


It is admitted, on all hands, that the necessity 
for any legal provision for the re-claiming of 
fugitive slaves is a misfortune and an evil; as) 








ithe first. 

Now, the counterpart of the “agitation | seek not to overthrow or undermine the Consti- 
presents an equally singular and striking aspect | tution of their country. They know that firm- 
in the fact that the greatest clamor and outery | ness, steadiness of principle, a just moderation, 
have been raised against the cruelty and enor- | and unconquerable perseverance are the virtues, 
mity of the re-clamation of slaves in quarters|the practice of which is most likely to correct 
where no such re-clamation has ever been made,| whatever is wrong in the constitution of the 
or ifever made, the instances are so few and far be- | social system. No doubt there are sometimes 
tween as to have escaped general knowledge. to be found Friends subject to the frailty of 
New England, it is well known, is the chosen| desiring to become conspicuous, or to the influ- 
seat of the abolition presses and the abolition | ence of a false sentimentality, or borne away 
societies. Here it is principally, that the former | into an atmosphere flickering between light and 
cheer the morning by fullcolumns of lamentations | darkness, by the puffs of the transcendental 
over the fate of human beings free by nature, and| philosophy. But that is not a malady of the 
by a law above the Constitution; but sent back,| great body. They remain of sound and dispos- 
nevertheless, chained and manacled to slavery|ing minds and memories. 1 am misled by 
and to stripes. And the latter refresh them-| authority which ought not to mislead, if it be 
selves from daily toil by orgies of the night de-|not true, that that great body approves the 
voted to the same outpourings of philanthropy ;| sentiment to which I have given utterance on 
mingling all the while their anatiemas at what the floor of the Senate. 
they call “*man-catching,”? with the most horrid] Between Kentucky and Ohio complaints have 
and profane objurgations of the Christian Sab- | arisen, occasionally, on the subject of fugitive 
bath, and indeed, of the whole Divine Revela-| slaves; but by no means to the extent which 
tion. They sanctify their philanthropy by irre-| has been represented by the abolition societies. 
ligion and profanity; they manifest their chari-| Slave-holders in Kentucky complain of the 
ty by contempt of God and his commandments. | difficulties which they encounter in re-claiming 

It is well to inquire what foundation there is; fugitives ; and the people of Ohio complain, not 
for all this rhapsody of opinion, and all this| of the execution of the act of Congress, and re- 
violence in conduct. What and how many are | clamations under it, but of the conduct of slave- 
the instances of the seizure of fugitive slaves | holders, in coming into the State, taking and 
which these persons have seen, or which have carrying back their slaves by force, and without 
happened in New England in their time? And legal process. The State of Ohio has had the 
what have been the circumstances of injustice, | discretion to prohibit her officers and magistrates 
cruelty, and atrocity attending them? ‘To ascer-|from performing the duties enjoined on them 
tain the truth in this respect I have made dili-| by the act of Congress. Such duties they per- 
gent inquiry of members of Congress from the | form when occasion requires; yet as they may 
six New England States. On a subject so be prohibited by the Legislature, and as the Su- 
general I cannot be sure, of course, that the in- | preme Court has decided that it is in the power 
formation received is entirely accurate, and,|of Congress to make complete provision, by 
therefore, I do not say that the statement which | law, for the whole subject, and to give the power 
I am about to presgnt may be relied on as alto-| of executing such law to officers of the United 
gether correct, but I suppose it cannot be mate-| States; and as the prohibitory acts of some of 
rially erroneous. The result, then, of all I can | the States make an appropriate and suitable law 
learn is this? No seizure of an alleged fugitive | of the United States indispensable, such law, if 
slave has ever been madein Maine. No seizure | passed, would of course be general, and would 
of an alleged fugitive slave has ever been made comprehend Obio with other States. i 
in New + tan 3 No seizure of an alleged) The act of 1793 gives a right of action to the 
fugitive slave has ever been made in Vermont. | Owner of a fugitive slave against any person 
No seizure of an alleged fugitive slave has been| who shall harbor or conceal him. Such actions 
made in Rhode Island within the last thirty| have been brought in Ohio, and I have heard 
years. No seizure of an alleged fugitive slave|an eminent judicial authority say, that he has 
is known to have been made in Connecticut,| found no more obstruction to the course of 
judicial proceedings in these cases than in others. 
Ohio juries try them with as much impartiality 
and calmness as they try other causes. 

Gentlemen, from what I know of the subject, 
and of the public men, and the people of those 
two States, I fully believe, that if left entirely 
to them a law might be passed, perfectly satis- 
factory to every body, except those whose busi- 
ness is-agitation, and whose objects are anything 
but the promotion of peace, harmony, patriotic 
good will and the love of union among the 
people of the United States. 

And now, gentlemen, does not every sober- 
minded and patriotic man see the necessity and 
feel the duty, of rebuking that spirit of faction 
and disunion, that spirit of discord and of crim- 
ination and recrimination, that spirit that 
loves angry controversy, and loves it most 
especially when evils are imaginary and dangers 
unreal, which has been so actively employed in 
doing mischief, and which, it is to be lamented, 
has received countenance and encouragement in 











* I may be permitted to add, in a note, an extract 
from a private letter from one of the most distinguished 
men in England, dated as late as the 29th of January. 
“ Religion is an excellent thing in every matter except 
in politics. There it seems to make men mad ; and I do 
not know of any people more mad than the anti-slavery 
people on your side of the water and on ours. Up to the 
present time I have no doubt they have aggravated every 
evil they have endeavored to mitigate or prevent. if 
you tell one of them what has been the result of his 
officiousness, he answers, ‘ Liberavi animam meam. I may 
have done wrong, but I shall go to heaven for it. So I 
believe that your abolitionists have made the state of the 
slave, and still more that of the free black, much worse 
than it would have been; and probably in many States, 
that of Virgina, for instance, have retarded his enfran- 
chisement. But they care little if they save their own 
souls. On the other hand, _ Pens een seem as un- 
resonable ; to require California to accept slavery seems 
both wicked and unjest.” > 

In these sentences my friend means, undoubtedly, to 
ascribe the evils which he so truly states, not to true and 
genuine religion, not to the religion of the Gospel, but to 
that fantastical notion of religion which sometimes pos- 
sesses men’s imaginations. The religion of the New 
Testament, that religion which is founded on the teach- 











ings of Jesus Christ and his Apostles, is as ~~, guide 


to duty in politics, as in any other concerns of quarters whence better things were looked for? 


We are now near the close of the sixth month 
of the session of Congress. What important 
measure has been adopted for the advancement 
of the great interests of the country? 

For one, I hardly dare expect any progress 
in useful legislation, until a spirit shall prevail, 
both in Congress and the country, which shall 
look more to things important and real, and less 
to things ideal and abstract. That there are 
serious difficulties in our present condition, 
growing out of the acquisition of new territories, 
is certainly true. These difficulties were fore- 
seen and foretold. An honest and earnest effort 
was made to avoid and avert them. They are 
now upon us. But we can overcome them, 
and still remain a prosperous, happy, and uNI- 
TED people, if prudence and conciliation shall 
animate our public counsels, and a spirit of for- 
bearance, moderation, and harmony spread over 
the land. 

I am,.gentlemen, with entire regard, your 
obliged fellow-citizen, and obedient servant, 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 
To Hon. Epwarp 8S. Ranp, © 2 
Hon. W. B. Bannister, 
Rev. Dr. Dana, 
S. W. Marston, Esq., 
And others, signers to the letter of April 8th. 





For the flerald and Journal. 


REV. ENOCH MUDGE. 


Resolved, That the intelligence of the death 
of our venerable father in the Gospel, Rev. 
Enoch Mudge, of Lynn, formerly a resident of 
this town for more than twenty years, has been 
received by us with deep emotions of sorrow 
and sympathy for his bereaved widow and 
family. 

Resolved, That as a tribute of respect for his 
memory, and an humble acknowledgment of his 
long and valuable labors in the early settlement 
of this town, in behalf of this church and people, 
in forming their literary, moral and religious 


| character, the fruits whereof are abundantly 
| manifest at the present day, in the temperate, 
| orderly and religious condition of the inhabit- 


ants—That the Rev. Joshua Hall, of Frankfort, 
one of his co-laborers in this section, in the early 
days of Methodism, be invited to deliver a dis- 
course on the occasion; and that the Centre 
Church be requested to unite with this church 
in the ceremonies. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, 
with an assurance of our mingled sympathies 
with the bereaved family, be forwarded to his 
widow, and to Zion’s Herald for publication. 

In behalf of the Official Board of Orrington 
Station. 

Joun C. Perry, Preacher in Charge. 

Orrington, May 26, 1850. 


Bro. Stevens :—The Official Board of this 
station requested me to forwad you the above 
resolutions for publication in the Herald, which 
I am very happy to do, though it was never my 
good fortune to form a personal acquaintance 
with Father Mudge. His name in this place is 
almost a household word; it is handed down 
from parents to children, and quite a number of 
the younger portion of community bear it, as a 
title for life. The question is frequently pro- 
posed by persons in this section relative to the 
publication of Father Mudge’s literary works, 
and memoir. It is known that he wrote much 
while living, which is worthy of surviving him, 
both of prose and poetry ; and it seems that suf- 
ficient materials may be gathered up from such 
a long and useful life, to make a memoir of 
thrilling interest. Indeed, much to form such 
a work might be obtained in this region. I 
should like, and so would many others, to see 
the pen of the author of ** Memoriats of Method- 
ism in New England,” employed in sketching 
the character and labors of the sainted Mudge, 
that many of the present and future generations 
may know how our fathers in the Gospel lived 
and toiled and died. ‘The services relating to 
Father Mudge take place next Sabbath; I in- 
tend to give you a short account of them. 

Yours affectionately, 
J. C. Perry. 





For the Herald and Journal. 
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING VS. CHOIRS. 


“Those who have taken a prominent stand 
within the past few years, in favor of congrega- 
tional singing, have been slily charged with 
being opposed to choirs. The individuals who 
have been concerned in giving currency to this 
assertion, doubtless have their own ends to an- 
swer by it. But it is hard for us to understand 
how men who make any pretensions to integrity 
can aid in giving publicity to a statement which 
they have had abundant opportunity to know is 
false.” 


Mr. Eprror :—I take the above extract from 
an editorial, in the new periodical called the 
“Choral Advocate,” and though not one of the 
“ prominent,” named in the above, yet 1 am 
sorry to find myself misunderstood, by those 
who congratulate me, sometimes, as ‘‘ one of 
them” in this reform. 

I never supposed we could do without “ lead- 
ing” singers; and it is the antagonistical sense 
in which our people talk of the matter, that I 
find fault with. I hate exclusiveness, on either 
side, as ill-tempered. If a congregation have a 
haughty, irreligious choir, it is their own fault ; 
and simply because their own indolence makes 
them dependant on a few singers. _ 

Now, rather than have no singing at all, I 
encourage even a few to sing, always wishing 
many would be smart enough to learn how to 
sing accurately. lam ashamed of those who 
are too lazy to learn the “‘ gammut,”’ but who 
are forever finding fault with a few singers who 
have. N. P., Jr. 





For the Herald and Journal. 


PROVIDENCE CONFERENCE MINUTES. 


Mr. Epitor:-—The Minutes of the Provi- 
dence Conference being published, the matter 
becomes subject for observation. I would say, 
then, according to said minutes there was raised 
in the Conference for the American Bible Socie- 
ty $291.63; of this sum $52.23 was raised on 
eight stations on the Providence District, leav- 
ing thirty stations, and some of them the most 
able on the district, where not a cent, no, nota 
cent was raised for this great object. 

$50.50 cents was raised on the Sandwich Dis- 
trict on eight stations, leaving 33 stations where 
nothing was raised for this object. 

$188.81 was raised on eighteen stations on 
the New London District, leaving 34 stations 
where nothing was raised. 

A committee was appointed to receive these 
monies from the many, and for what? Was it 
for any other purpose than to send them to the 
society untrammelled? I think not. But the 
committee recommend an appropriation of $120, 
to make three preachers and one layman life 
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members of the Parent society. Could the com- 
mittee or the Conference appropriate those 
funds? Was that acommittee of appropriation ? 
I regret this, for the following reasons: 1. 
Those good brethren were abundantly able. to 
make themselves life members ; and to take the 
money from the poor and appropriate it for their 
benefit, does not seem to me to be the best way. 
If it could be done, and all those brethren who 
are to be thus favored with membership resided 
in societies the past year that did not give any- 
thing to the funds of the society. 

3. These brethren resided on two districts, 
both of which did not contribute enough to pay 
the appropriation recommended, while New 
London: District contributed nearly four times 
as much as either of them; yet not a man, lay- 
man or clergy, is thought of in the appropria- 
tion (on said district.) 

4. I think the donors of those funds expected 
and intended that the agonies would go to the 
Parent society unincumbered and clear, whereas 
this operation subjects them to the liability of 
an annual tax of four dollars in books. The 
motives of the committee were undoubtedly 
pure, but I think they erred; and I hope it may 
be corrected. Oveut. 


Bro. “ Ought’s” remarks on the unequal collections of 
the Districts may be relevant ; his animadversions on the 
votes of the Conference respecting life memberships are 
not somuch so. These votes were mere expressions of 
the reseect of that body for certain brethren who had 
done good service—mere compliments, without any real 
incumbrance of the funds.—Ep1ror. 





THINK AGAIN. 


It is related that during the first few days of 
the reign of Queen Victoria, then a girl between 
nineteea and twenty years of age, some senten- 
ces of a court martial were presented for her 
signature. One was death, for desertion—a 
soldier was condemned to be shot, and his 
death warrant was presented to the Queen for 
her signature. She read it, paused, looked up 
at the officer who laid it before her, and said: 

“* Have you nothing to say in behalf of this 
man ?”’ 

** Nothing! he has deserted three times,” 
said the officer. 

** Think again, my lord,” was her reply. 

*“* And,” said the veteran, as he related the 
circumstance to his friends, (for it was no other 
than the Duke of Wellington,) ‘ seeing Her 
Majesty so earnest about it, I said, ‘ He is cer- 
tainly a very bad soldier, but there was some- 
body who spoke as to his good character, and 
he may be a good man for aught I know to the 
contrary.’ ” 

‘*] thank you a thousand times,” exclaimed 
the youthful Queen, and hastily writing Par- 
doned in large letters on the fatal page, she 
sent it across the table with a hand trembling 
with emotion. 

What a world of instruction, goodness and 
true philosophy is contained in these two words, 
think again. Could we adopt their spirit as 
the rule of our lives one and all, what a happy 
change would come over society. In all our 
business concerns, in our social and moral rela- 
tions, our political and religious duties, what 
important results might follow, if, on many, 
very many occasions, we would think again be- 
fore deciding upon acting. 





ANECDOTE. 


The Rev. Dr. Beecher, in an article which he 
furnished for the Young Reaper, tells the fol- 
lowing touching story :— 

** A few years since, as the Rev. Joseph Da- 
vis, an excellent Baptist minister in London, 
was walking along one of the crowded streets of 
that city, his attention was arrested by the cir- 
cumstance that a carriage with several horses, 
was about to pass over a little girl who was 
slowly crossing the road. He strongly felt the 
danger of the child, and forgetting his own, he 
ran, snatched her up in his arms, and hastened 
with her to the side path, when the thought 
struck him,—what would the parents of this 
dear child have felt, had she been killed! At 
this moment he looked in the face of the little 
girl, which had been concealed from his view by 
her bonnet; and imagine, if you can, what his 
feelings were when he discovered it was his 
daughter! I saw him about half an hour after 
the occurrence, and I shall never forget his agi- 
tation, as he described to me her danger, or his 
expressions of thankfulness to anginfinitely gra- 
cious Being, who thus delivered his beloved 
child from death.” 





THE AUTHOR OF “ LACON.” 


[In what sad contrast often stand the life and 
and the expressed sentiments of man! How is 
the effect of beautiful sentiments and wise pre- 
cepts marred, through our knowledge of the 
character of those from whom they proceed be- 
ing so entirely opposite. Jvohn Foster has said 
that, under such circumstances, it seems as 
though some evil demon rises up in the back- 
ground to spoil our enjoyment. If we devise 
any improvement, it is as we feel the force of the 
conscience and the heart giving their testimony 
in favor of goodness, in spite of the will and of 
the life. The author of the celebrated book 
called * Lacon” is of the class described. | 


This remarkable book was written upon cov- 
ers of letters and scraps of papers of such de- 
scription as was nearest at hand; the greater 
part ata house in Prince’s street, Soho. Col- 
ton’s lodging was a penuriously-furnished sec- 
ond floor, and upon a rough deal table with a 
stumpy pen, our author wrote. ‘Though a ben- 
eficed clergyman, holding the vicarage of Kew, 
with Petersham, in Surrey, Colton was a well 
known frequenter of the gaming table; and sud- 
denly disappearing from his own usual haunts 
in London about the time of the murder of 
Weare, in 1823, it was strongly suspected he 
had been assassinated. It was, however, after- 
wards ascertained that he had absconded to 
avoid his creditors; and in 1828 a successor 
was appointed to his living. He then went to 
reside in America, but subsequently lived in 
Paris, a professed gamester; and it was said 
that he thus gained, in two years only, the sum 
of £25,000. ‘He blew out his brains while on a 
visit to a friend at Fountainebleau, in 1833; @ 
bankrupt in health, spirits, and fortune.—Non- 
conformist. ’ 





HIC, HAEC, HOC. 

When the Rev. Mr. Patton was in England, 
he dined with several gentlemen who used a 
great variety of argument to make him give up 
his cold water principles. ‘* Now here,” said 
one, “here, doctor, is some old hock ; you can’t 
decline this.” ‘* Can't,” replied the doctor; 
“ why, sir, I learned to decline it when a boy. 
Hic, hee, hoc.’ The table was in @ roar, 
and the doctor came off triumphant. Let all 
boys, when they are young, decline hoc ; if they 
do, they will never know the drunkard’s hic. 
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MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT. ~- 


MISSIONARIES FOR OREGON AND CALIFORNIA. 


In a conversation, a few days since, with Bishop Morris, 
who has charge of our foreign missions, we learned that 
he had not yet obtained all the suitable men wanted for 
the work in California, Oregon, and New Mexico. 
Several have offered, but some of them are too young, 
some tod old, and some are willing to go for a few years, 
and leave their families behind. These are conditions 
that do not promise well. The work requires men of 
mature minds, good health, from 23 to 35 years of age, 
married rather than single, and that their families shall 
accompany them. This field is blooming to the harvest ; 
and, which may be taken into the account, the country is 
likely to be a very desirable one in which to pliant a 
young and vigorous family to grow and remain perma- 
nently. We are founding an academy in Oregon, and 
another in California, for the education of the people. 
All the elements of prosperity are accumulating there. 
In this respect it offers inducements snch as the nearer 
West offered some 20 to 30 years ago. Yet missionaries 
who go there with the expectation of making it the home 
of their families, must feel that this is but an incidental 
advantage. The great motive must be to serve in the 
cause of Christ. Yet it is not necessary that the mission- 
ary adopt the country as his future home; we suggest it 
as a convenience to the work, and an advantage to the 
missionary. Letters may be addressed to Bp. Morris, 
Bradford, Vermont, up to June the 15th; then at Frank- 
fort Maine, up to June 30th; at Kennebunkport, Maine, 
up to July 10th; then at Albion, Mich., up to Sept. 4th. 





SPIRIT OF THE CONFERENCES. 

The Secretary has recently visited the New York East 
Conference at New Haven, and the Troy Conference at 
Saratoga; and finds a growing interest in the mission- 
ary cause. As already stated, the New York East Con- 
ference manifested their earnestness by an increase in 
their collections last year, and by unanimously adopting 
a resolution to use their best endeavors to increase the 
collections this year fifty per cent. This increase in all 
the churches is necessary in order to meet the aggregate 
appropriation made by the Board of $150,000. 

After returning to New York to send off despatches, 
the Secretary proceeded, upon invitation, to attend the 
Anniversary of the Young Men’s Missionary Society of 
Boston. The Methodist Episcopal Church is taking her 
place among the Boston anniversaries. Their Sunday 
School anniversary was well attended, and with spirit, on 
Wednesday, the 29th May. Rev. D. P. Kidder, the 
Secretary, was present. An extended report of it occurs 
in Zion’s Herald of June 5. On Thursday, at 3 o'clock, 
the Young Men’s Missionary Society held their anniver- 
sary in Bromfield street Church. It was well attended, 
and a very ardent spirit was manifested. At this meet- 
ing it was stated that this society was the first among us 
to found and sustain a foreign mission: it was the first 
mission to Africa, at Monrovia. There was an adjourned 
meeting in the evening in the magnificent charch in 
Hanover street. The audience was large, and the spirit 
and interest increased. 

The peculiar feature of these missionary meetings was, 
that they did not seek to raise money at the time, but to 
diffuse missionary information and the missionary spirit ; 
that these good principles, deeply implanted in the hearts 
of the church and the friends of missions, might bring 
forth an abundant harvest in the autumn, when they 
make a general effort in each church and congregation. 
This is a good plan. 

From Boston the Secretary proceeded to the Troy 
Conference, at Saratoga. Here he found a cheering feel- 
ing on the subject of missions. The collections last year 
were largely increased ; and the anniversary on Monday 
evening was attended by adense crowd. It went off with 
great spirit. It was not intended to make this a special 
money occasion, beyond the plate collection. But, after 
this was taken, the Secretary mentioned the project of 
building in Germany the first M. E. Church, in the free 
city of Bremen. He stated the urgent circumstances of 
the Mission there, together with its glorious fruits, and 
said, if any wished to make a free-will offering for this 
purpose, it would be received. One brother said, “1 
think we ought to give it $100, in shares of one dollar 
each ;” and then, following, not his proposition, but the 
impulses of his own heart, he said, “I will take five 
shares.” Soon the amount reached $75 to $80, when a 
brother said, “I will take the balance.” So we stopped 
in fine spirits, sung the doxology heartily, received the 
benediction indeed, and went home rejoicing. 

Everywhere the Secretary found a strong desire ex- 
pressed to enlarge our foreign missionary work. The 
general voice of the church is, that we ought to have a 
strong mission in India, another within the lands of the 
Bible, the lands hallowed by the lives, labors, and death 
of our blessed Saviour and his holy apostles, and by the 
testimony of the glorious army of martyrs. Yet nowhere 
have we a single mission in these lands, where there are 
Jifteen millions of steadfast Christians by profession, who 
have maintained their faith for a thousand years, amid 
the most oppressive tyranny of the Mohammedans. 
The light and life of the Gospel have gone out among 
them ; but they retain the form of godliness, encumbered, 
indeed, with much error and debasing superstitition. 
The great mission of the Protestant churches is, to re- 
store the spiritual light and life, and to remove the super- 
stitution which degrades them, and then will they be 
sources of light and life to all Central Asia; for these 
Christians speak all languages, and their commercial re- 
lations extend to all people. Among this vast and inter- 
esting population we have not a single mission. We 
ought to be in this whitening field, by the side of our 
brethren of the American Board, and cordial fellow- 
laborers with them. There is a voice heard also from the 
church, and growing louder and more distinct, that our 
China Mission ought to connect with our Oregon and 
California Missions, by a station in the islands of the 
Pacific. Now, these longings of the Church to extend 
our missions abroad are cordially responded to by the 
Board; but the Board feels reluctant to assume the 
pecuniary responsibility of opening new missions, which 
will require large expenditures; it must, therefore, wait 
until it hears what the church will answer this year in 
her contributions. In the mean time the Board will col- 
lect information, and be as ready to act as possible, if the 
response of the church, by her contributions, shall war- 
rant an enlargement. 





THE MISSIONARY ADVOCATE MUST STOP, 


Unless the subscription-list can be greatly increased. 
The Book-keeper has just put into our hands the account 
ending May 1, 1850, by which it appears that the loss on 
it during the year, was $752.38. The friends of the 
Missionary cause must see that its circulation is too 
limited to do a great deal of good if it is attended with 
such a loss as this annually. We do not desire to make 
it a source of profit to the Missionary Treasury ; but it 
ought to sustain itself, and spread information among the 
people. We are of opinion that it contains the informa- 
tion the Church and friends ofgnissions want. The June 
number was made up almost entirely of valuable original 
communications from our various Foreign and Domestic 
Missions. The July number will be almost wholly origi- 
nal matter. We are endeavouring to procure the matcri- 
als to give, in the August number, a statistical view of 
our Mission: in particular, with the names of the Mis- 
sionaries, especially in the Foreign work ; and a condens- 
ed view of the Protestant Missions throughout the world. 
If we cannot accomplish all this in one number we will 
follow it up ; so that those who read the Missionary Ad- 
vocate may have a thorough knowledge of Christian mis- 
sions. In this effort we aim not only to circulate Mis- 
sionary intelligence to be read, but to supply the facts as 
material for Missionary monthly lectures or concerts 
which are held in some of our churches, and ought to be 
in all. In these lectures or Missionary conversations, 
the information gathered during the month should be 
stated in a brief form and in a spirited manner; then 
prayers for the missions; and then the monthly collection 
and the contributions gathered during the month from 
individuals and in Sabbath Schools. We hope, also, that 
the Missionary information thus disseminated will aid at 
Missionary anniversaries, and aid eacn minister in preach- 
ing his annual Missionary sermon to his people. Surely 
such a sermon ought to be preached on the day of the 

annual Missionary collection and subscription_in the 
congregation. 

We have thus briefly stated the present condition of 
the Missionary Advocate, its plan, and what may be ex- 








pected of it. Its fate will be determined this year. It 


cannot go on with the circulation it now has, involving 
every year sucha loss as last year. We must rely on 
our brethren in the ministry, and on our Sunday School 
Superintendents. We caused a copy of the June num- 
ber to be sent to each minister whose address was on the 
books of the Concern; and we caused several thousand 
copies to be sent gratis to the principal cities and towns, 
where we could hope that they would be distributed in 
the Sunday Schools. 

If our brethren in the West would enter into this mat- 
ter, we could send by express to Cincinnati, and have 
them distributed from that city by express or otherwise, 
as directed by the subscribers. If our brethren in the 
East will enter into this matter and save our Missionary 
Advocate, aud save the Mission cause, and will give us 
particular directions as to the manner of sending the 
papers, we will do our best to have their wishes complied 
with. If the circulation of the Missionary Advocate 
were coincident with the circulaiion of our Sunday 
School Advocate, they could be sent together in the same 
packages. We feel exceedingly anxious about this mat- 
ter; we see not how to proceed with our present list of 
subscription, attended with such a loss; and yet we see 
not how to dispense with the paper without great injury 
to the Missionary cause. It is true, the subscription-list 
is increasing slowly, but cannot save the paper unless 
there is much more activity and success. 

Terms.—For eight copies $1; forty-five capies, $5; one 
hundred copies $10 per annum. For a single copy, sent 
by mail, 25 cents. Payment, in all cases, must be in ad- 
vance. 

N. B. Ministers of the Gospel who order forty-five 
copiess or more, according to the above terms, shall be 
entitled to one additional copy gratis. 


Sierald and Sournal. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1850. 























WEBSTER AND MANN. 


Tt has been common with our metropolitan neutral pa- 
pers to give the leading documents on both sides of the 
slavery controversy—especially the speeches of New Eng- 
land congressmen. Our limits have not allowed us to do 
so, but we have ventured this week to crowd out most of 
our outside articles for the last letters of Messrs. Webster 
and Mann. Presented both at once in our columns the 
reader will be able to judge of them rightly. We carn- 
estly request all our Teaders to examine them thoroughly, 
and if after such an examination they do not pronounce 
Mr. Webster’s position on the trial by jury utterly demol- 
ished, we must confess ourselves grievously mistaken. 

Mr. Webster has certainly presented some remarkable 
examples of vagueness, and even self-contradiction, in his 
late speeches and letters. He is contending at consider- 
able peril to his political standing for more stringent 
laws for the recovery of fugitive slaves; he is writing 
elaborate letters to defend the necessity of such laws, and 
of such laws constructed with a rigor which does not ex- 
ist in any land where trial by jury is admitted ; his pres- 
ent letter is written expressly for this purpose, and yet 
in this very letter he shows, evidently after much in- 
quiry, that the instances requiring such a law, are in New 
England too few to justify any public interest or atten- 
tion, and that in the border States they are too equitably 
and magnanimously managed to need any new laws. If 
then the evil is so merely hypothetical in the East, and so 
satisfactorily met on the border, why in the name of all 
logic is Mr. Webster so intensely anxious to provide 
more stringent laws for it ? 

In addition to many other instances of vacillation, 
which at this distance from the /ocale of the late congres- 
sional antics, look certainly not a little whimsical, Mr. 
Webster, almost simultaneously with the publication of 
his letter, has introduced a bill providing for trial by jury 
in some Cases of fugitive slaves. Mr. Mann refers to the 
fact in his Postscript. It will be matter of gratulation 
among Northern men that Mr. Webster has reached this 
point, though it has been by a “ somerset.’”* 

Mr. Mann's letter should be read for its large amoynt 
of valuable information. Its style is very perspicuous, 
more severely compatible with the subject than his for- 
mer letter, and presents passages of remarkable power 
and pungency. 

We cannot dismiss these passing remarks without re- 
ferring to one of the most extraordinary instances of 
party chicanery and the baseness of the party press 
which has come under the public eye for a long time. 
We allude to the mendacious sarcasm with which some 
of our leading papers, in the interest of Mr. Webster's 
friends, have endeavored to give this formidable letter 
“the go by.” They have not published it, but quoting 
briefly from its Postscript have dismissed it with the 
sneer that Mr. Mann after writing several solid columns 
against Mr. Webster found out that he had mistaken the 
Senator, but had the folly still to publish his letter, 
though confessing his mistake. We do not think that 
hard words can help this most perilous controversy, and 
we have not used them much so far as we have meddled 
with it, but we must be permitted to say here that the 
baseness of this miserable evasion of a most manly and 
unanswerable argument demands the unmitigated con- 
tempt of all honorable and generous men. Could a man 
who has an honest or self-respectful sentiment in his 
soul, put this obviously fallacious construction on the 
postscript of Mr. Mann? And yet some of our party 
sheets, which pretend to considerable dignity, if not grav- 
ity of character, have had the preposterous presumption 
to give this as their deliberate coustruction of the case. 
Their readers will comprehend their design. 

What is the real condition of the case? Mr. Webster 
had published a letter on the constitutional bearing of the 
question of jury trial in fugitive slave cases, denying the 
constitutionality of the demand which Northern men are 
now making for such a provision in the bill pending be- 
fore Congress, and reflecting personallf on Mr. Mann in 
such manner as to justify, nay to render necessary a vin- 
dication from Mr. Mann, if the latter would not suffer 
under degrading charges of disqualification for his offi- 
cial position. Mr. Mann replies refuting Mr. Webster's 
arguments on the subject in a manner that the public 
will most assuredly pronounce triumphant. Meanwhile, 
Mr. Webster, by one of those remarkable changes which 
have perplexed and confounded so much the calculations 
of his friends throughout this controversy, brings in a 
bill providing for the very thing on the constitutionality 
of whjch he had been so hopelessly reasoning. Mr. Mann 
acknowledges, in a postscript, his pleasure at this new 
vacillation of Mr. Webster. This is the history of the 
case, and we say that the sarcasm on it, referred to above, 
is preposterous. Mr. Webster’s arguments on the con- 
stitutional question were before the public, and should be 
answered, whatever practical vacillation or justifiable 
change under special circumstances he might afterwards 
exhibit. They are answered, and will never need to be 
answered again. 

The editors referred to have had a design in this mean 
manouvre ; they know that their readers would expect 
to see so important a document as must be any produc- 
tion on such a question, from such a source as Horace 
Mann ; but to give them this remarkable letter would be 
an irremediable blow against their great leader. The de- 
mand for it must either be met or turned aside by a de- 
ceptive evasion. Whether the latter has been adopted, 
we leave the reader to judge after reading the letters. 
We are not afraid that the intelligent people of New 
England will be hoodwinked after this manner. 


* Since writing the above, we have noticed an editorial 
in the Atlas, which thus speaks of Mr. Webster and his 
editorial supporters :— 


There is, however, a tortuosity in their present course, a seem- 
ing design to mislead, hoodwink, and cajole the people in regard to 
facts, which cannot arise from any honest design. No one could 
or did mistake the tenor of Mr. Webster’s speech of March 7th. It 
was altered and amended some three or four times, and at last the 
edition dedicated to the people of Massachusetts was considered as 
the correct one, the one on which Mr. Webster intended to stand. 
Yet it was found afterwards that even that, ina most important 
point was defective. Words were wrongly placed. “ Which’s” 
were placed in the wrong line. Mr. Webster did not mean to sup- 
port Mason’s bill and amendments. {t was altogether a mistake. 
A letter was written to Newbaryport, in favor of the slave bill of 
°93, nnd against trial by jury. ‘This also was imperfect. The peo- 
Ww misunderstood, and in less than a fortnight afterwards, Mr. 

Yebster introduces a bill into Congress to give to fugitive slaves a 
trial by jury. This, he said, he had prepared as long ago as last 
February. !t was the “amendments” to “ which” he alluded in 
his speech of the 7th of March. And yet it is a perfect bill of itself, 
and not amendments atall. We cannot understand this shifting 
of ground. We cannot understand how he could mean to support 
Mr. Mason’s bill, “ with all its provisions and to the fullest extent,” 
when he meant only to refer to a bill “ which he had in his desk,” 
and which had no more relation to the one of Mr. Mason than 
chaik has to cheese. He spoke of amendments, but his bill is per- 
fect in itself. It is net an amendment, but a bill. Wesay we can- 
not understand this kind of logic, and we are not alone in our ig- 
norance. 
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METHODIST NEW CONNEXION CONFERENCE. 

The. “ New Connexion” is one of the most important 
fragments of English Methodism. Its fifty-fourth Annual 
Conference ‘was lately held at Leeds, England. On the 
preceding Sabbath religious services were held in the 
principal chapels in Leeds and the neighborhood. A 
liberal collection was made in behalf of the missionaries 
on Monday evening. At half-past six the Annual Mis- 
sionary Meeting was held, presided over by B. Fowler, 
Esq., of Liverpool, General ‘Treasurer. The Rev. T. 
Allen, General Secretary, read a very able report, from 
which we learn that there are 52 missionaries employed 
in Caneda and Ireland, and that there is a home mission 
in a promising condition. After the legal Conference had 
been formed—the Ex-President, the Rev. R. T. Gilton, 
in the chair—the choice by ballot for President for the 
ensuing year fell upon the Rev. W. Baggaly, of Birming- 
ham, whilst E. W. Makinson, Esq., A. M., of Manchester, 
was elected Secretary; and thé Rev. J. W. Robinson, of 
Sheffield, corresponding Secretary. The reports of the 
Book-room Committee, the Annual Committee, the 
Chapel Committee, the Board of Education, the Jubilee 
Committee, and Missionary Committee, were read by 
the respective Secretaries during the week ; the different 
institutions and funds of the committee are in a state of 
growing prosperity. The profits of the Book-room ex- 
hibited an increase of 35 per cent. on those of last year. 
There is a cheering increase of members in different parts 
of the community, whilst in some parts special visitations 
of the Holy Spirit have beew realized. The increase of 
members stands as follows :—England 1,537, Canada 120, 
and Ireland 21, making a total increase of 1,678. There 
are now in the Connexion 331 chapels, 22,062 members, 
131 ministers, 855 local preachers, 7,231 Sabbath School 
teachers, 45,527 Sabbath scholars. The whole debt due 


by the Connexion amounts to the insignificant sum of 


£2,500; and the result of an interesting discussion on 
this matter was a cordial resolution to sweep away, dur- 
ing the ensuing year, this small debt, that no obstacle 
may exist to the full development of the Connexional 
energies. All the discussions in Conference were con- 
ducted in the most harmonious manner. On Wednesday 
and Thursday evenings, the Ordination Service, conduct- 
ed by Revs. G. Goodall, H. Watts, ‘I’. Scattergood, T. 
Allen, and T. Waterhouse, was held. Four young minis- 
ters having witnessed a good confession, to a deeply in- 
terested audience, were solemnly set apart, by imposition 
of hands, to the work of the ministry, the ordination 
prayer being offered by the President. An ¢doquent 
charge was delivered on Thursday evening, by the Rev. 
J. H. Robinson. A crowded tea party was held on Fri- 
day evening, in the Music Hall, Albion street; several 
interesting address were delievered by different ministers 
and friends. 





TROY CONFERENCE AND BIBLICAL INSTITUTE. 


It is gratifying to observe the change of opinion among 
the Methodist public respecting theological education. 
Now that our ministry is generally full and candidates 
need not be hurried into it, the conviction is becoming 
general that some preliminary training should be provid- 
ed for them, and that any delay which it may require will 
be more than indemnified by their subsequent increased 
usefulness. Not only is it a matter of convenience, but 
also of growing necessity that this training should be 
provided. The condition of the church is daily render- 
ing it more and more ademand. The Conferences be- 
gin to recognize if not the necessity yet the desirableness 
of it, and we doubt not that in a few years the Atlantic 
section of the charch will be of one mind on the subject. 


The late New York East Conference had the question | 


under consideration, and adopted a report, which, though 
apparently non-committal, will nevertheless ke not a lit- 
tle satisfactory to the friends of theological education 
among us by its candid concessions. The Troy Con- 
ference is, however, in advance of New York East; it 
adopted decided measures of co-operation with the New 
England Conferences, at its late session. A Saratoga 
correspondent of the New York Commercial makes the 
following remarks on the subject :— 

But I had other subjects than this to interest me since 
my sojourn in this village, The Troy Annual Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Charch held its annual 
session at this place. Among other things of moment 
transacted, it may be that the proceedings in regard to 
the Biblical Institute will be looked for most eagerly. 
This institution, at Concord, N. H.. is now in its infancy, 
for it is not more than three years since it was establish- 
ed, and it has already won upon the confidence and even 
affection of the church, more rapidly than even its warm- 
est friends dared to hope. Dr. Dempster, who is identi- 
fied with its success, was exceedingly happy, a few morn- 
ings since, in his remarks upon ministerial education, 
connected with this subject. 

I should like to give you an outline of his speech, but 
I would not weary your readers. Suffice it to say, that 
it was characterized by his usual good sense. warmth and 
fervor of manner. As he is acquainted with the whole 


tion, vou will not be surprised that he spoke effectively, 
and that the whole Conference voted its sanction and sup- 
port to the institution. 

A Board of Trustees and Visitors was appointed, con- 
sisting of the following brethren :— 


Trustees—Rev. T. Spicer, J. Frazer, E. Goss, S. 
Washburn, 8. D. Brown, Hon. Paul Dillingham, Abner 
Williams, Esq. 

Visitors—Rey. B. M. Hall, S. Parks. 

SOUTHERN GENERAL CONFERENCE AND SLAVERY. 

The late General Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, was somewhat embarrassed by the 
ninth section of the Discipline, which pronounces slav- 
ery “a great evil,” and purposes to “ertirpate” it. An 
effort was made to expunge it, and even Bishop Sonle 
was to have made a speech to that effect had not his ill- 
ness prevented him. The Confcrence finally resolved to 
keep the section, but ordered the following gloss to be ap- 
pended to it :— 

This section was inserted hy a majority of votes when 
the M. E. Church embraced the whole country, and as 
the M. E. Church, South, still embraces a wide extent of 
country, with various views and coniflcting interests, it is 
not removed, though it has long since become inopera- 
tive, and ceased by common consent to set forth a practi- 
cal rule or principle. 

Our old friend, Rev. Jefferson Hamiliton, a Massachu- 
setts yankee, had the honor, we believe, of proposing 
this section. Northern men usually find it convenient in 
the South to show some overweening evidence of their 
snecumbency, at least they have generally there the cred- 
it of so doing in the contempt of Southerners themselves. 

It can hardly be doubted that at the next session of 
the General Conference the obnoxious section will be ex- 
punged. It was retained at the late one only as a con- 
cession to the Northern portions of the Southern Church, 
which were assured at the time of the secession that the 
old Methodistic anti-slavery assent of the church would 
be sacredly retained. Many Methodists in Kentucky, 
Tennessee and Missouri will discover their mistake when 
they learn of the hostility recently exhibited in the Con- 
ference against this old testimony of the Discipline on 
the subject of slavery. 








METHODIST PAPER IN GERMANY. 


Our new German paper at Bremen was issued on the 
25th of May; its first number reached us last week. It 
is entitled “ The Evangelist,” and consists of eight small 
square pages with two broad columns on each. On the 
last page, Mr. Jacoby makes an appeal to his American 
brethren, laymen and preachers, and gives some encour- 
aging account of his success so far. He says :— 


Many have been induced to come from distances of 40 
to 80 miles, to visit me, and to hear out of my mouth, 
what they have read in our tracts. Through your assis- 
tance the “ Evangelist ” bas heen born and 1000 copies 
are going through the length and breadth of Germany to 
proclaim Christ as a Saviour, a Saviour from all sins, and 
to defend our beloved Methodism. I wish I was able to 
translate to you the whole contents of the first No. in 
order that you might see its tendency. But you will 
read my introduction, (first article.) and then you will 
know in what spirit it comes forward, if the Lord assist 
us. But we want tracts, we want books. I have com- 
menced to print Wesley’s Sermons, though I do not see 
where the money shall come from; I know the Lord will 
send it at the right time. I have printed our German 
Hymn Book, more than 150 copies of which have been 
sold already ; but certainly the expenses are not yet cov- 
ered. I have also printed 19 different tracts, and amongst 
them a short defence of the Methodist E. Church against 
some false accusations. I have done all this in the name 
of God for the Tract Society of the M. E. Church in 
Germany. We still want Wesley's Life, by Watson, 
Merrit’s Christian Manual, a short History of the M. E. 
Church, and their labors among the German Emigrants; 
but above all things, we require many more tracts. And 
where shall our Tract Society get the means to do this 
work. We first look to the bord, and have had confi- 


dence in his promise from the commencement of this dif- 
ficult work, and till now we have not been confounded. 
We have already seen that he has moved the hearts of 
the b , and he will reward them abundantly. But 
ust now We require money to pay for Wesley’s Sermons 
and to continue in printing of tracts and books. I 
thought, therefore, I would send you your child to ask 
for your further help. Here it is. Dear brethren, let it 
not ask in vain. If each one of you gives a trifle, we 
will soon raise a thousand dollars, and that is all we ask 
for at present. (ne colporteur has already been engaged 
by the Missionary Society; another brother, who has 
been in the Armee till the middle of May, has since com- 
menced his labors in the same capacity. They are both 
pious men, and will labor faithfully. From all sides the 
ple ask for our tracts, and I have already distributed 
more than 16,000 copies. Will you now say to your 
child: “ Depart in peace, I wish thee the blessing of the 
Lord,” and send it home empty-handed? No, no, I 
know you will answer to this call. Give your mite to 
your preacher, and he will send it with his mite to Bro.. 
. Lane, in New York, or to Bro. L. Swormstedt, in 
Cincinnati, and they will forward it to us. We will give 
every three months an accurate account of our doings, 
and how your gifts are appropriated. 


Who can say that this German movement is not des- 
tined to become yet a matter of national interest to the 
German people? The success of our German missions 
is among the marvels of our history as a church, and we 
believe that with the blessing of God this foreign effort 
will yet have a conspicuous place in our missionary “his- 
tory. Let us give to it, and pray for it with unfalter- 
ing faith. 





CHURCHES IN NEW ORLEANS. q 

According to a statement we find in the New Orleans 
Presbyterian, there are nine Presbyterian societies in that 
city and its suburbs. Six are supplied with pastors, two 
have preaching alternate Sabbaths by one minister, and 





one is vacant. Three of these pastors, in addition to 
their other arduous duties, edit the Presbyterian “ with- 
| out money and without price,” viewing it, as it is in fact, 
hi most effectual way of preaching the Gospel. The 
| Methodists have nine churthes, the Protestant Method- 
‘ists two, the Episcopalians seven, the Baptists two, the 


| Campbellites one. The sailors have a Bethel and preacher 


, controversy as not to give occasion of offence. 








| the Huguenots have a church, and there are six German 
churches, four of which have ministers. What the Ger- 
man churches are in doctrine or eccleslastical order, we 
are not informed. ~ Rev Mr. Clapp, a Universalist Unita- 
rian, has a congregation. Catholic churches abound, but 
their number is not stated. 





METHODIST PRESS. 
Bps. Soule, Andrew and Capers—Bp. Hamline—New York Con- 
ference—Religion and Politics—IMinois Advocate—The Disci- 
pline and Stavery—The Charch South. 


The Nashville Advocate reports the following items of 
personal news :— 


The Tennessee delegates returned to this city on} 
Thursday evening of last week, on board the West New- | 
ton, accompanied by Bishops Soule and Andrew, and a 
|number of brethren of Georgia, South Carolina, North 
| Carolina, Florida, Holston, and Alabama. Bishop Soule’s 

health was very feeble. Indeed, many of his friends en- 
| tertained fears while at St. Louis, that he would never 
|reach his family. He, however, arrived at home on Fri- | 
|day, somewhat improved. Since then we are informed | 
/he has grown worse, and at our latest accounts his case | 
| was regarded as very critical. Bishop Andrew left St. 
| Louis in father a debilitated state, but has somewhat re- 
/eruited. He preached on Sabbath last to a vast congre- | 
| gation in the McKendree Church. Bishop Capers reach- | 
ed our city on Saturday, and spent the Sabbath with us. 
| He preached in the morning at Spruce Street Church, | 
}and im the evening at McKendree, to a crowded assembly. | 
Later intelligence brings the pleasing information, that | 
| Bishop Soule is improving in health. 








The Pittsburg Advocate contains the following notice of | 
Bishop Hamline from a correspondent in Putnam, Ohio, 
| dated May 9 :— | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| ‘The Bishop has been here for the last two weeks, and 
will perhaps remain a few days longer. His health is | 
feeble, so much so, that he has not preached since here. 
| It is doubted whether he will be able to attend his Con- 
iferences this summer. The Bishop is, however, full of | 
| faith and the Holy Ghost. It seems strange to us that so | 
| many of our talented men are so rapidly failing. We! 
| will not murmur nor complain, however, for though we | 
|see not why it is now, by and by if we rely upon the | 





| promises and power of Omnipotence, with a strengthened | 


vision and in a clear sky, upon the tops of the mountains 
of immortality, we shall see and love and admire all the 
| dispensations of Divine Providence towards us. 
| he Northern Christian Advocate says of the late New 
| York Conference :— 

This we believe, was the 61st session of the New York 
| Conference. In 1789, from which period this Conference 
| can be distinctly traced, the whole number of preachers 


in connection with it was 20; and they were spread over | 


| the territory comprised within the New York, New York 
| East, and ‘Troy Conferences, if not more. The member- 
| ship was then about 2000; now it is over 70,000. One 
| solitary preacher of that number yet remains among the 
| living, viz., the venerable John Crawford, now a superan- 

nuated member of the Conference, and over 90 years of 
| age: he was that year received on trial. 


| patient endurance, trial and self-sacritice that would have 
| done no discredit to the apostolic age. They have toiled ; 
we have entered into their labors. But they are not un- 
rewarded. Are they permitted to behold the fruits of 
their labors ripening, expanding, spreading? The very 
contemplation must add a rich lustre to the joy in which 
they are enthroned. 


It has some pointed comments on the controversey be- 
tween the Independent and Journal of Commerce, on 
political preaching. It says :— 


A controversy has been going on for some time be- 
tween the Independent and the Journal of Commerce, on 
the rights of the pulpit. The former maintains that it is 
right to preach against slavery, and the latter that it is 
not right so to do, inasmuch as the preacher would be 
siding with one political party to the injury of another. 
This is a wonderful question, truly. Suppose one party 
in politics should advocate theft, murder, or licentious- 
ness, would there be any doubt whether ministers ought 
longer to preach on those subjects? If there are _politi- 
cians base enough to enslave human beings. the pulpit, at 
least, ought to show itself above such corruption. Sin is 
of no party. It can have no sanctuary; it is an outlaw, 
and to be extirpated, wherever found. Otherwise, those 
who preach the Gospel, need never encounter persecution. 
Paul and Peter were put to death in consequene of their 
own folly, if opposition to political evil is unnecessary in 
a Christian minister. 


The D/linois Advocate rebukes the Northern Advocate 
for ultraism on slavery. The editor was present at the 
late Southerp General Conference. He writes :— 


Bishop Soule seems near the end of his earthly jonr- 
ney. Asthma has a more decided hold of him now than 
at any former period. We trust he is ready for the 
change. He has rendered long and important service to 
the church. In view of his age and infirmities, the errors 
of his last few years should be pardoned. 


The Southern Christian Advocate (Charleston, S. C..) 
devotes several columns to the late Southern General 
Conference. Some of its animadyversions are unwontedly 
severe. Dr. Wightman laments very emphatically the 
failure of the Conference to expunge the section of the 
Discipline on Slavery. He says: 


The subject was maturely considered by the Committee 
of Revision who reported a resolution recommending 
that the Section should be left ott of future editions of 
the Discipline. It was generally understood that the 
venerable Senior Bishop was decidedly favorable to the 
course recommended by the Committee, and would ex- 
press his views whenever the subject came up for con- 
sideration on the floor of the General Conference. His 
illness, however, at the time, prevented his attendance, 
and the early approach of the hour of adjournment did 
not allow sufficient time for calm and careful deliberation. 


The editor speaks sharply but frankly on the subject. 
He says :— 


The church is awfully troubled with a holy zeal to ex- 
tripate slavery, and a horror at its existence; but presto, 
‘the scene shifts in a moment, and the same church quiet- 
ly makes provision to keep as many slaveholders as she 
can both in the membership and ministry ; and a majority 
of her chief ministers are known to be slaveholders. 
Thus the Section commits a feo de se: it is a miserable 
sham, and nothing else: it has never set free a solitary 
slave in all past history, and it never will in all time to 
come. Its only use is to put the church in a false posi- 
tion, and multiply embarrassments in her legitimate work 
of preaching the Gospel to the slave. 


The Christian Advocate and Journal discusses the charges 
of the Southern Methodist Bishops’ Address against the 
M. E. Church. Its California correspondent gives the 
following account of the arrival and reception of the 
Southern Methodist missionaries in that country : 


The middle of April brought the mammoth new 
steamer Tennessee into our harbor direct from New York, 
per Cape Horn and Panama. She had on board about 
seven hundred persons, among whom were Rev. Dr. J. 
Boring, superintendent, and Rev. Messrs. Win and Pol- 
ock, associates of the Pacific missions of the M. E. 
Church, South; together with the estimable families of 
the two first-named tlemen. The fame of Dr. B.’s 
amiability and intellectual power has not been confined 


| 
| 


All the others | 
ground, knows and feels the true bearing of the subject | have passed away. Most of them were men of blessed 
upon the future condition and influence of the connee- | memories; and they have left behind them a monument of | 


* Newspapers. 





to the sunny clime of the South, but has extended over 
the Union. The Rev. Mr. Taylor invited him to occupy 





the M. E. Church pulpit last Sabbath morning, and the | 
sermon did honor both to his head and heart. I do not 
know that I ever felt more sensibly the folly of the South- 
ern Methodists forming a separate church organization. 
Why has the reckless slavery spirit of the South rent the 
great American Methodist family in twain, and permit- 
ting no longer the same ecclesiastical flag to wave over 
the entire body? Great cordiality and good feeling pre- 
vails between the Methodist ministers of this city and 
those Southern missionaries, and I am disposed to think 
that the deportment of all will tend but to increase it. 
Dr. B. is too much of a Christian gentleman to even feel 
disposed to interfere with the operations of the talented, 
popular, and amiable missionaries which the M. E. 
Church has in this field, and I suppose that his efforts 
will he especially directed to those places where there are 
no Methodist churches or societies. 


The Expositor (Cincinnati) is out against Dr. Elliott 
for his recent letter in the Herald respecting the Pewed 
Church of Cincinnati, as is also one of the secular papers 
of that city. We hope that brethren will so conduct this 


The Ex- 
positor says of the Union Chapel brethren :— 


Now, so far as we are concerned, we have no personal 
interest in defending the people of Union Chapel, but as 
many of them are highly respectable members of the 
M. FE. Church, we cannot permit this slanderous imputa- 
tion to pass unoticed. We do not pretend to vouch for 
the rectitude of every member of that association ; but 
we will say, and we feel bound in justice to say, that they 
are not only quite numerous, but that for moral worth, 
intelligence, and piety, they will compare favorably with 
any other church in the city. There are individuals be- 
longing to Union Chapel, who have always stood high in 
this community, and in the church, as Dr. Elliott very 
well knows; and hence it is difficult to reconcile his 
statements with that spirit of truth, and candor, which 
should ever characterize a minister of the Gospel of peace. 





LITERARY NOTICES. 


Lamartine’s Past, Present and Future of the Repub- 
lic, has been issued by the Harpers. It comprises four 
books, which treat of the Foreign and Domestic relations 
of France, Taxation, Universal Suffrage, &c. &e.—Mussey 
§ Co., Boston. 


Tue Bi-centenntaL Book or Matpen has been 
published by Mussey § Co., Boston. It contains a full 
record of the celebration of the two hundredth anniver- 
sary of the town—including the oration and poem, with 
also many most entertaining historical and traditional 
notices. The volume comprises some 250 pages. 


Tue Harpers have issued the first volume of a new 
edition of Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. 
It is in duodecimo, bound handsomely and well printed, 
and sold for 40 cents per volume. The present volume is em- 
bellished by a very fine mezzotint likeness of the author. 
Milman’s Notes are given as an antidote to the moral de- 
fects of the work. These defects are notedly important, 
and Milman is himself too much of a rationalist to coun- 
teract them effectually, yet Gibbon will ever rank among 
the first of our historical classics, and must be read 
by all men of any literary pretensions.—Mussey § Co., 

boston. 


Motners anp Wives or Goop Mev, by Rev. JJ. 
Burns, D. D—Dr. Burns is quite well known in this 
country as well as England as the author of various not 
very original or elaborate but yet very good popular works. 
To “collect and arrange,” he says, has been his chief la- 
bor in the present instance; he has nevertheless produced 
a volume of much interest and intrinsic value. ‘The in- 


fluence of good women on the characters and careers of 


great men is a‘ noble theme, and if the rationale of the 
subject is not fully given in the present work, the facts 
for a thorough induction are. It must be a popular and 
useful book. It is got up in the usually excellent style 
of Gould, Kendall § Lincoln, Boston. 


Bisuorp Horxins, of Vermont, has just sent forth an 


important work entitled “ The History of the Confessional.” 


It is an attempt to stem the tide of that strong tendency 
to Popery which has characterized the Protestant Episco- 
Bishop Hopkins has 
entered thoroughly into the whole discussion of the 
“Confessional.” The penitential discipline of the Pa- 
tristic Church is described, and the history of its declen- 
sion into the corruption of Popery given. The work is 


pal Church for some years past. 


exceedingly elaborate and learned, and covers every im- 
portant aspect of the subject—AHarpers, New York ; Mus- 
sey §° Co., Boston. 

My Saviour.—This well known little volume has 
reached its nineteenth edition. The present edition has 
been issued by Charles H. Peirce, 5 Cornhill, in very neat 
style. We have noticed the work heretofore, but can 
commend it again to our readers as an actnirable produc- 
tion. It treatsychiefly in a devotional spirit, of the names 
and titles of Christ. Its style is simple and fervent, and 
it abounds in good thoughts and striking illustrations. 

Peace in Betrevine is the title of another excellent 


volume, by the author of the last noticed work. 
memoir of his wife. 


It is a 
It is an impressive exemplification 
of the power of faith, and a beautiful model of female 
character in the conditions of daughter, wife and mother. 
—Peirce, 5 Cornhill. 

Tue Book or Exvements is a brief text book for 
schools on the elementary sounds, clocution and _versifi- 
cation, spelling, abbreviation, capitals, punctuation, &c., 
by S. B. Goodnow. 
and so far as its rhetorical sections are concerned, it may 
not be an unwise anticipation of the higher stages of the 


student, but we have little respect for the critical and } 


endless analysis of our late book-makers. Orthography 
and ortheepy are, we believe, absurdly taught by such an- 
alytic modes. The task is intolerably onerous to the 
young student, and it is contrary to nature's own method; 
she teaches the child to speak without perplexing him 
with the rationale of his first articulations. In high 
philosophic treatises this nice critical analysis is well 
enough ; in juvenile text books it is preposterous.—PAil- 
lips, Sampson §- Co., Boston. 


Tus E1iguteenta Annuat Report of the Asylum 
for the Blind at South Boston has been issued. ‘The 
number of inmates on the Ist of January, 1849, was 94 ; 
of these 9 have been discharged, 2 have died, and 19 
new ones admitted ; present number 102. A very inter- 
esting sketch of Laura Bridgman is presented in the ap- 
pendix. 

Tue Betuer Frag is the title of a small monthly, 
published by Oliver & Brother, New York, and devoted to 
the interest of seamen. 
Perry, of the Mariner’s Methodist Episcopal Church, 
New York city. Mr. Perry understands well what sucha 
sheet should be, and edits it with much skill and good 
taste. We commend it to our seafaring brethren. 


The Ju/y number of Godey’s Lady's Book contains 43 
engravings, small and large, and articles from Tucker- 
man, Simms, Arthur, &e. 


Tue Laptes’ Reposrrory.—Our number of the Re- 
pository did not arrive till sometime after its date, and its 
distribution among the Eastern subscribers; we would 
suggest to the publishers that the press should be the 
first supplied. ‘Two engravings embellish the number— 
the first, a very fine view of Mount Auburn, the second, 
entitled a Literary Couple, the figures and foreground of 
which are very well executed, though the background is 
quite negligently done. The contents of the number arg: 
The Dignity of Music, by the Editor. Light of the Sab- 
bath Morn, by Ann M. Huntly. The Last Wish, by Rev. 
L. B. Gurley. Rest in Heaven, by Mary. God in his 
Works, by William Ford. The Deserter, from our Ger- 
man Correspondent. Tears, by O. J. Victor. Night, by 
A. Stevens. Droppings of the Sanctuary, by A. C. Rose. 
Going Home, by Prof. Larrabee. The Wisdom of God, 
by Prof. Waterman. A Midsummer-Night’s Dream, by 
Miss Lucy Haughton. Spiritual Union, by Rev. D. True- 
man. Mourn not for Christians, by Mrs. H. C. Gardiner. 
The Ladies’ Repository: The Invulnerable Fortress ; 
The Philosophy of the Infidel; The Sinner and the Sol- 
dier; Sorrow of a Statesman; The Converted Sinner ; 
Death of William Rufus; Punctuality. New Books. 
s. Editor’s Table. The Sunset Hour, by 
Rev. H. P. Andrews. 

We need not assure the readers of this fine monthly that 
it maintains fully its earlier character. We are happy to 
learn that its circulation is constantly extending. While 
its moral tone cannot injure the evangelic purity of our 
cause, its literary character will tend to elevate the intel- 
lectual tastes and associations of our youth. 


No. 318 of Lirre.t’s Livine Ace contains: German 
Popular Prophecies; A Regiment during the Russian 
Campaign; Death of Wordsworth ; Commercial Mission 
to Japan; Lettice Arnold, Chap. 1; Sir Henry Bulwer 
at Baltimore; England, France and Russia. Poetry— 


The work is thoroughly prepared, | 


It is edited by Rev. James H. | 


a 


Death of an Infant; To Burns’ Highland Mary; To an 
Angel of Raphael’s. Short Articlesp—John Bull and 
Brother Jonathan ; New Books. Weekly. $6 per ann. 
—E. Littell § Co., corner of Tremont and Bromfield Sts. 


We are indebted to Gould, Kendall & Lincoln for the 
first volume of Prof. J. A. Alexander's new work on the 
Psalms. It comprises the first fifty Psalms, and consists 
of a new translation and exposition on the basis of Heng- 
stenberg’s able Commentary ; Professor Alexander start- 
ed with the design of rendering into English Hegsten- 
berg’s celebrated work, but found reasons ‘for deviatine 
from his original intention. The commentary is almost 
exclusively exegetical, and this is all that the Psalter real- 
ly requires. The work is characterized by Prof. A.’s 
usual critical acuteness and good sense. It will be espec- 
ially valuable to clergymen, who use so extensively 
this portion of the Old ‘Testament in their pulpit exposi- 
tions. The author has had a special reference to their 
advantage.— Baker § Scribner, New York. 

Sarrarn’s Union Magazine for July abounds in engray- 
_ings, several of which relate to Wm. Penn. Miss 
, Bremer, Miss Martineau, and several other noted con. 
| tributors, have articles in this number. 











Tue Pittars or Hercvutes is the title of an exce; d- 
| ingly entertaining record of travel in Spain and Morroc- 
| co, in 2 vols., by David Urquhart, M. P. Mr. Urquhart is 
| known favorably by his works on Turkey and the Fast. 
In the present volumes he has written con amore, if we 
‘may use a kackneyed phrase of the critics. He was on 
| his way to Italy by sea, when, in passing through the 
Straits of Gibraltar, the beauty and mysteries of the ad- 
jacent lands fascinated him from his purpose. Barbary 
especially attracted him, and the result is a most enter- 
taining narrative of travel, relieved by adventares, pic- 
turesque descriptions of scenery and costume, characteris- 
tic sketches of manners, and a large amount of appar- 
ently very accurate miscellaneous information. These 
are good volumes for the warm days which are at hand. 
—Harpers, New York ; Mussey § Co., Boston. 





Rev. T. C. Perce.—This excellent brother, after many 
years of useful services in the church, took a superannu- 
ated relation to the New England Conference at its last 
session. We regret to learn that his health has declined 
much lately. He is now confined by illness to his cham- 
ber at Lynn, but rejoices in the supporting consolations 
of the Gospel. Thousands of warm hearts will, we 
doubt not, respond to our request that he may be remem- 
bered in their prayers. 





Rev. Mr. Perry, of New York, is at present ona 
visit to our city in behalf of the Methodist Mariner's 
Church of that city. 





Rev. Dr. Terrt, of Cincinnati, is now sojourning in 
New England for his health. 





Tae Eventnc Traveccer.—The reference of our 
correspondent “ Fair Play,” in the Herald of June 5th, 
has led to a very satisfactory explanation for the non-ap- 
pearance of the reports of our anniversary meetings in 
the Traveller. We have good reason to know that the 
Editors designed to report the meetings, and supposed 
they had completed arrangments for that purpose. The 
failure to do so arose from misunderstanding entirely. 
It affords us gratification to be able to make this corree- 
| tion. 











Tne SourHerN Curistian Apvocate is much en- 
| larged and improved in its mechanical execution. It 
| ranks among the very first of our denominational papers 





Rev. R. B. Westbrook, of the New Jersey Conference 
has been appointed Agent of the American and Foreign 
| Christian Union. 





Deatu In THE Putpit.—Rev. William D. Allen, of 
| the M. E. Church, died suddenly on Sunday, in Chester- 
| field Co., Va. He conducted the earlier part of the ex- 
ercises of worship, concluded his sermon, and commenc- 
| ed the “ last prayer,” as it is termed, but had only utiered 
| one or two sentences when he fell backwards in the pul- 
| pit and instantly ceased to breathe. It is said that he 
had ruptured a blood vessel. 
| 
| Mernopist Protestant Stratistics.—It was stated 
‘at the recent Methodist Protestant General Conference 





| held at Baltimore, in a report from the Committee on 
Statistics, that the whole number of stations throughout 
the United States, was 63; number of circuits, 351; 


| number of missions, 104; number of itinerant ministers, 
/697; number of church members, 63,719; number of 
| mecting-houses, 803; number of parsonages, 57; esti- 
| mated value of church property, $708,415. 





Dr. Banes has recently visited Canada as delegate 
| from our General Conference to the Canada Conference. 
| In the early part of the centary the venerable Doctor 
| was a missionary in Upper Canada. 








| Great Sare or Human Bernas.—The U. S. Mar- 
(shal for the Eastern District of Louisiana advertised to 
sell at public sale in New Orleans on the 20th ult., FOUR 
| HUNDRED AND NINETY-THREE SLAVES, of both sexes 
and all ages, from infants to old age. Among the num- 
ber was one o!d man called Sampson, aged 111 years. 





Mernopist ForerGn Mrsstons.—Our church ex- 
pended about $38,000 the last year in missions in Liberia, 
Oregon, South America, China, California and Germany, 


of which $21,000 were appropriated to Liberia. 


A Baptist sailor has been instrumental in organizing a 
church on the coast of New Grenada. 





LITERARY ITEMS. 
Troy Conference Academy, Vermont, is now relieved 
of pecuniary embarrassments, and has one hundred and 
forty students in attendance. 


Wordsworth has left an unpublished poem of fourteen 
cantos, discriptive of his life, reflections, and opinions. 


Who ts To BE THE CiANCELLOR '—Rey. *Dr. Potts 
Professor Tappan, and Taylor Lewis, are among those 
named to succeed Mr. Frelinghuysen, as Chancellor of 
the University of New York. The name of Dr. Bethune 
is also favorably mentioned. 


Wasnincton’s Farewecrt Appress.—James Lennox, 
Esq., the purchaser of Washington's Farewell Address, 
has caused a literal copy of ig to be printed, and fifty-four 
copies folio, and one hundred and seventy-five quarto, are 
to be presented to various institutions and individuals. 


Our seminary in Albion, Mich., has about two hundre¢ 
students, many of whom are pious. 

The Western Baptist Theological Seminary, Coving- 
ton, Ky., offers to students of pecuniary inability gratu- 
itous tuition, boarding, and furnished rooms. 


Rev. D. R. McAnnatty—Hlas been engaged some 
time in preparing a history of Methodism in the: Valley 
of the Mississippi. 





A PRIZE ESSAY. 

Being exceedingly anxious to see some adequate pro- 
vision made for the support of the widows and orphans 
of deceased ministers, I have concluded to offer a premi- 
um of fifty dollars for the best essay on their claims for 
a competent support. 

In order to secure perfect impartiality in awarding the 
prize, the writers will please send their communications 
signed by some private mark or motto, which shall also 
be placed upon the envelop of a sealed note containing 
the name and residence of the writer. The envelop 
bearing the motto of the article to which the premium is 
awarded shall be opened, and the others with the respec- 
tive articles shall be held subject to the order of the 
authors. 

The competition is to be equally free for every mem- 
ber or minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, East 
or West; and the following gentlemen are named as the 
committee to award the premium, namely ; Revds. Drs. 
Tomlinson, Thomson, Tefft, Simpson and Trimble. All 
articles must be forwarded free of charge, to the Meth- 
odist Book Room, Cincinnati, addressed to any member 
of the committee, on or before the 1st of September 


next. 
MAxweE Ly P. Gappis. 











Woman's Faith; Sleeping Girl; To a Mother on the 


Springfield, June 3, 1850. 
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LETTER FROM VERMONT CONFERENCE. 
feat of the Conference — Hospitality — Bishop Morris—Special 
Committees — Circuit System—Speech 
Preachers—Items, 
Bradford, Vt., Wednesday, June 12, 1850. 
Mr. Eprror:—The Vermont Conference commenced 
its session this morning, in the new and beautiful chapel 
which, during the past year, has been built, neatly finish- 
ed and furnished, paid for, and dedicated to God, under 
the auspices of Rey. Perez Mason. Bradford is a quiet 
village, rather irregular in its plan, if indeed it may be 
said to have any plan, but if there were not half as many 
fine houses and trees in it, it is beautified enough by the 
generous hospitality of its inhabitants. Every door is 
open to the strangers; Methodist, Congregationalist and 
non-professing families alike vie with each other to make 
the weary pilgrims forget their wants. Bishop Morris 
presides—an unpretending man of God, who cares more 
for his Master’s smile than to have “the senate at his 
heels.” There is an unaffected simplicity and gravity 
about his calm and gentle words which need not the ad- 
dition of “a holy tone” to convince one that he is a de- 
vout servant of God and a patient and loving father in | 
Israel. : 
Towards sixty members of the Conference answered 
to their names—a Spartan band, whose sun-burned brows 
betokened travel and toil. 





kine a 
eS Y 


There was an earnestness 
about their greetings of each other, which makes one’s 
heart warm to witness. ™ 

The forenoon was spent chiefly in laying out the work 
of the Conference. Among the committees ordered was 
one upon “ Slavery,” one upon “Secret Societies,” and 
another upon the “Circuit System.” On the latter, a 
spicy debate sprung up. By some it was maintained 
that Methodism in Vermont had been gradually assimi- 
lating itself to Congregationalism, until the circuits had 
been cut up into such meagre stations that the ministers 
must necessarily starve. A return to the “circuit sys- 
tem” would be a grand panacea to fill the meeting-houses 
with people and the preachers’ pockets with gold. I 
hope the committee will report that it is the duty of 
God's ambassadors to go “ not back,” but forward—that 
if the congregations be meagre, it is their duty to go out 
into the streets, and lanes, and by-ways, and call in the 
outcasts until the seats be full of earnest seekers after 
God's favor. To me it seems a melancholy necessity to 
abandon a church, to let the light go out on a single 
Christian altar! 


There are some good specimens of speechmakers in 


| prohibited the ranning of freight trains on the Sabbath, 


Religions Summarp. 


Seventy students of Hanover College are said to be 
members of the Presbyterian Church. 


ProGress.—The receipts of the leading religious and 
benevolent Societies in the United States, amount to 
nearly a million and a half, for the last year; showing an 
improvement of at least a hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars upon the income of the previous year. 


Missionary TO CaLirornia.—Rey. William Morrow, 
of the Indiana Annual Conference, has taken up the line 
of march for the El Dorado, not to seek for gold, but in 
the higher and holier calling of a minister of the New 
Testament. The design is to remain permanently in that 
country, and, if his brethren please, a transfer to that 
eae will — him next fall. This is 
right. e people will go, let the means of grace be 
taken with them. Desthar, Mosiee’s destination is Sac- 
ramento City. He is an old acquaintance and fellow la- 
borer in the vineyard with Rev. Isaac Owen, who is al- 


ready there from the same Conférence.—Western Ch. 
Advocate. ; 


A Goop Exampie.—The Legislature of Georgia has 


on all the railroads of that State, under penalty of a 
fine of five hundred dollars for the first offence, and $1000 
for the second. ‘This is legislation effective and in the 
right direction. 


M. E. Cuurcn, Souta.—This month the first Method- 
ist church was dedicated in Texas. According to the 
Texas Wesleyan Banner, this is also, the first Protestant 
church built in the valley of the Rio Grande since the 
Mexican war. 

Revivals are in progress on Texana circuit, Texas. 

The German Methodist Church in New Orleans, under 
the pastoral charge of the Rev. C. F. Rottenstein, is en- 
joying some good degree of prosperity. Mr. Dirrham- 
mer, a converted Roman Catholic priest, who has recently 
joined the church, gives promise of future usefulness. 

The Nashville Christian Advocate records some pros- 
perity in Christian county, Ky., and Richmond, Mo. 

The Tennessee Conference Female College, located in 
Columbia, is reported to be prosperous. 

In Ocala, Florida, an interesting quarterly meeting 
closed on the 8th ult., and the presence of the Lord was 
manifest in a special manner among the colored people. 
The Presiding Elder baptized twenty-five. 

The Richmond Christian Advocate congratulates the 
church on the election of Dr. Bascomb to the Episco- 
pacy. 

1). W. Pollock, missionary to California, according to 
— yr letter, had almost reached his destination —West. 
Ch. Ad. 





this Conference—not windy, wordy men, that talk for 
* buncombe,” but men that, apprehending a point, “speak 





right on” without cireumlocutions until they are through, 
and then have the good sense to sit down. 
The good Bishop seems to care more that the members 


f Conference have the privilege of expressing their 


0 
views on the topics that come up than to impress them 
that he What 
It can all be done 
and well done in a week—and that is none too long a 
respite for these war-worn soldiers. 


is a rigidly parliamentary superintendent. 


use in crowding Conference business ? 











Let the pilgrims 
tarry at least a week at Jerusalem. 
Il. Eastman was elected Secretary of the Conference ; | 
at 2 o'clock P. M. a majority of the ministers attended | 
the funeral services of a son of the Congregationalist | 
Pastor of Bradford, Rev. Mr. McKeen. A very able dis- | 
course was delivered by Rev. Dr. Lord, of Dartmouth 


College. 


Thursday, June 13. Religious services at the opening 


of Conference conducted by Rev. C. R. Harding, a worn- | 
Presiding Elder. 


out 


In his prayer a most touching 
allusion was made to the superannuated men of the Con- 


7 1 
rerence, 


The list of superannuates for last year com- | 


prises thirteen names, but of them only three are aged 
men. 





But few grey hairs are seen at this Conference. Most 
of the members are in the vigor of early seauhoed~tie | 
have passed the noontide of life. The dividend to this 
Conference the present year is, from the Book Concern | 
S600; about double the amount of last year, and from the | 
chartered fund $65. 


sro. Lane, of the Book Concern, New York. made his | 


appearance yesterday, but has not been scen in Confer. | 
ence to-day. I am sorry to learn he is somewhat ill. } 
The session this morning was mostly consumed in the 


examination of the preachers’ characters—a very neces- | 
sary part of the work of Conference, to keep the church | 
pure and above suspicion, but more interesting to those | 


immediately concerned, than to the general readers of | 
the Herald. 
Bro. E. J. Scott, of the Messenger, is here in much | 


tter health than usual. | 


bet 
Every day we 


o'clock P. M. 


tion of these sermons. 


have regular preaching at 2 and at 6 | 
, but I have not space to make special men- | 

This evening “the Annual. Con- | 
ference sermon” was delieverd before a full house, by | 
G. Dow. Titus 2: 


a very superior discourse. His earnest recommendation of | 


gro. J. 7-8; a very appropriate and | 


education will not be forgotten by the young preachers. 
Doctor Durbin is in the’ village, and will speak on the | 
Prof. Baker, of the Biblical Insti- | 
tute has arrived, and we may expect to hear from him. | 
You may expect the rest of the chapter next week. 


Your brother, J. E. K. 


subject of missions. 





LETTER FROM TROY CONFERENCE. 
Numbers reported—Slavery—Entertainment of the Conference— 
Union Hall. ; 


Saratoga Springs, Thursday, June 6, 1850. 





Our Conference adjourned about three this afternoon, 
and I hasten to finish up my report of its doings. 

The report of members shows a decrease of 13 in full | 
We 


should be humbled that our inerease—721 on the whole 


membership, and an increase of 734 probationers. 


number—is no greater; and yet this by no means jindi- 
It is la- 
mentably true, that the reduction of the reported list of 
membership is often like the reduction of the human 
body, from the unnatural dimensions of the dropsy, or 


cates the number really added by conversion. 


by the removal of some unhealthy excrescence. It was 
the spicy remark of a venerable Presiding Elder that | 
some men deserve more credit for getting members out 


It is | 





of the church than others do for getting them in. 
however, a thankless task. 

The Conference has adopted a plan of missionary op- 
erations modelled after those of the Wesleyan brethren in 
England and Canada. You will receive this with our 
printed Minutes. 

The Committee on Slavery presented an able report. 


One of the resolutions was rejected, and some others 
somewhat modified, and then as amended, it was adopted 
and ordered to be published in the Christian Advocate | 
Though 
the warmest anti-slavery men might inquire, what was | 
accomplished by the amendments ? yet I think they may | 
also feel that in view of the past action of the Confer- | 
ence, the slight opposition that the subject met indicated 
a better state, than if the report had passed swimmingly, | 
even with a unanimous vote. | 

Men may better be conscientiously and thoughtfully | 


and Journal; I trust the Herald will copy it. 


wrong, than carelessly (or perhaps because it is popular) 
right. 
The Cintinones | 
never was better accommodated or more cordially enter- | 
Said mine host of the “ Union Hall,” “I would | 
have no objections to having you mect here every year.” 
This, by the way, is a most excellent house—one of the 
largest and best kept. Your correspondent was conduct- 
The most fastMlious housekeep- 
er could not wish for more order and cleanliness in her 
own private domicil; the grounds are large and taste- 
fully arranged; the rooms and everything within in 
most perfect order. The spacious dining hall will accom- 
modate some four hundred. 


A word in reference to this place. 


tained. 


ed through the kitchen. 


We go to our work again for another year ; let us pray 
and let the churches pray, “ send us not, except Thy pres- 
euce go with us.” ie we 


Revivats.—The following revivals are given in the 
Christian Advocate and Journal :—On Deleware mission, 
New York Conference, during two years, two hundred 
have professed conversion; at Cold Spring, fifty have 
been converted during the past Conference year. Recent 
revivals have occurred at South Huntingdon. On Far- 
mingdale circuit, New York Conference, during the past 
winter and spring, every appointment has shared in the 
work ; over one hundred have professed conversion. 

At Essex, Conn., the minister and membership have 
labored withgynusual zeal. Interest had been awakened 
by prayer meéctings held at the parsonage, and the meet- 
ings were continued every evening during January, Febru- 
ary, and March. Thus a holy tone was given to the 
church, and more than one hundred souls were converted. 
A new church building will soon be put up.—W. Ch. Ad. 


| for sale some fine specimens of carbonate of lime from 


jabove a fortnight. 


| parties. 


} passed. 


| tion. 


Our Western Virginia brethren especially need the 
prayers of the church. The Pittsburg Christian Advo- 
cate gives the state of the church on Clarksburg circuit, 
Western Virginia Conference. In the midst of conten- 
tions and divisions arising from their Southern neighbors, 
the district has been blessed with about four hundred 
conversions during the Conference year.—Ibid. 


Science and the Arts. 





Mr. Tennant, mineralogist to her Majesty, advertises 


Iceland, showing double refraction. This is probably 
done by reflection. 

A New Rirve.—P. W. Porter, of Memphis, has made 
a sclf-loading rifle. It has a revolving wheel perforated 
with forty chambers. 

An American churn has been exhibited before the 
Lord Mayor of London, which in ten minutes produced 
tour pounds of butter from four quarts of cream. 

Michael Lyons, in England, who a short time since 


produced a pair of trowsers without a seam, has just 
completed. on a machine of his own invention, a coat of 
blue worsted. 


A new machine, capable of making 26,000 perfect 
bricks per hour, at the cost of about one guinea, has re- 
cently been exhibited by Messrs. Hart, engineers, of Lon- 
don, and was highly approved of. 





A Monstrous P1ano.—Mr. Pirsson, of New York 
city, says the Post, has recently constructed a piano-forte | 
which embraces no less than fourteen octaves, and can be | 
played upon by as many as four pairs of hands. 

AMERICAN NEEDLES.—Mr. William Essex, the origi- 
nal inventor of the “ drill-eyed needles,” formerly employ- 
ed in the celebrated establishment of Messrs. R. Hem- 
ming & Sons, has established a needle factory on a small 
stream called “ Mill Brook,” near Newark, N. J. 


To Preserve Cut Frowers.—About as much ni- 
trate of soda as can be taken up between the forefinger 
and thumb, put into the glass every time the water is 
changed, will preserve cut flowers in all their beauty for 
So says the Home Journal. 





Wasuincton, Saturday, June 8. 

SenatTE.—Mr. Benton submitted a resolution inquiring 
into the expediency of refunding California duties. 
Adopted. The consideration of the Compromise Bill 
was resumed. Mr. Foote stated that he believed his 
amendments would make the bill more satisfactory to all 
Mr. Clay could not agree to them—the first two 
he thought wrong, and the third unnecessary. Messrs. 
Rusk, Mangum and others also spoke. 

Hovse.—The California bill was again considered in 
Committee. Messrs. Phelps, Hamilton, Butler, of Pa., 
and McQueen addressed the Committee successively. 

Senate, Monday, June 10.—On motion of Mr. Ham- 
lin, the bill for building a Custom House at Bangor, was 
taken up, debated, and amended so as to provide that the 
expense shall not exceed forty thousand dollars, and 


The Senate took up the Omnibus Bill. Mr. Hale 
having the floor, withdrew in favor of Mr. Benton,-who, 
he said, desired to address the Senate to-day. Mr. Clay 
expressed the hope that Mr. Benton would postpone 
making the motion which he had intimated, until the 
vote should have been taken on the amendments proposed 
to the bill. Mr. Benton replied, and in conclusion said 
he thought it was time to end this “ Comedy of Errors.” 
California was suffering for admission, and the territories 
for protection. With a view te that end, he had made 
the motion to postpone. 

Hovuse.—Mr. Evans, of Maryland, moved that the 
resolution to terminate debate on the California question 
to-morrow be rescinded, and that to-morrow tw6 wecks 
be the time. After some debate, the motions of Mr. 
Evans were severally disagreed to, and the House went 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and resumed the consideration of the California question. 

Senate, Tuesday, June 11.—Mr. Cass spoke for two 
hours, warmly, in defence of the Compromise Bill. Mr. 
Dayton followed in some remarks. 

Hovuszs.—The House met at 11 o'clock, and immedi- 
ately went into Committee of the Whole. Mr. Howard 
spoke at length in favor of the boundary claim of Texas, 
and against the claims of California and State organiza- 
Mr. McDowell next spoke. Sundry amendments 
were offered, one of which, by Mr. Seddon, for the Mis- 
souri line, was followed by great confusion. Various 
amendments were offered and followed by five minute 
speeches, by Messrs. Seddon, Stanton, of Ky., Me Willie, 
Carter and Ashmun. The Committee finally rose, and 
the House adjourned. 


Senate, Wednesday, June 12.—Mr. Underwood pre- 
sented a petition from the citizens of Kentucky, com- 
plaining of the abduction of eight slaves to Ohio, and 
asking more stringent fugitive laws. 

Mr. Webster submitted a resolution directing inquiry 
into the propriety of ceding the public lands to the States 
in which they lie. 

Mr. Dayton asserted that the oath of the owners was 
sufficient proof to re-claim slaves, which Mr. Clay doubt- 
ed and Mr. Mason denied. Mr. Dayton said he would be 
satisfied with Webster’s bill. ’ A 

Mr. Dayton resumed the argument against granting 
the ten millions to Texas, leaving her lands in her own 
|control. Mr. Foote spoke briefly in reply to Mr. Dayton, 
and in support of the bill. 

Mr. Benton withdrew his motion to postpone. During 
the debate, Mr. Clay intimated that he might hereafter 
ropose an additional section, limiting the boundaries of 
Kew Mexico to her ancient boundaries, and reserving the 
whole Eastern track for the enlargement of the Indian 
territory. Pending the discussion of the motion to strike 
out the 39th section, the Senate adjourned. : 

Hovse.—Mr. Erving, from the Military Committee, 
| reported a bill to pay Texas for volunteers in 1848—9, 
| which was referred. 

Mr. Preston King moved for a Committee of the 
Whole, which was carried by nearly a Northern vYote of 
85 to 65. 

Mr. Schenck offered an amendment, declaring that the 
Compromise Bill depends entirely upon public sentiment, 
otherwise it is of no force. 

Mr. Hilliard renewed his amendment of yesterday, 
giving California all above 36 30. * 

Mr. Seddon moved an amendment to Mr. Hilliard’s 
amendment, declaring that by the past acts of Govern- 
ment, the benefit of the Missouri Compromise had been 
realized by the North. A vote, by tellers, rejected it—58 
to 103—a Northern member voting in the affirmative. 

Several motions to rise were voted down, amidst great 
confusion. 

Mr. Stanton, of Tenn., offered an amendment provid- 
ing for the exclusion of slavery by any State formed be- 
low 36 30. 

After a speech by the mover, and a reply by Mr. Baker, | 

















of Illinois, blowing up the disunionists, the House 
adjourned. 

Senate, Thursday, June 13.—Mr. Chase submitted 
certain documents against the Compromise resolutions, 
and said that nineteen-twentieths of the people of Ohio 
were against it. Mr. Bright thought that it was directly 
the reverse in Indiana. Surprised at the difference of 
opinion. 

Mr. Clay presented the proceedings of the Compromise 
meeting at St. Louis, m4 he accompanied them with 
some remarks which called up Mr. Benton, who got very 
much excited: 

The special order was then called for—the California 
business. 

Mr. Webster commenced upon the Texas 
He ued in faver of clearly settling the boundaries of 
New Mexico, in this bill, mainly on the ground of the 
danger of its being swallowed up by Texas and losing al- 
together its identity. 

Mr. Seward argued in favor of the United States claim, 
and charged the minority with obstructing and delaying 
the public business. Mr. Foote was very indigant at Mr. 
Seward’s remarks. 

Mr. Seward replied to Messrs. Clay and Foote. He 
should vote against every part of the bill, and was not to 
be coerced. ~ 

Mr. Turney differed from Messrs. Webster and Benton 
and read from Mr. Clay’s speech of the 14th February in 
favor of keeping California and other measures separate, 
to prove he them acted with the present minority. His 
charge, therefore, of the minority delaying the public 
business, applied equally to himself. 

Mr. Clay said his charge was in reply to Seward’s like 
charge on the majority. He reminded Mr. Benton of his 
Opposition to the admission of California last fall, and 
subsequent charge. 

After a few words from Mr. Hale, putting Senators in 
a good humor,—adjourned. 

Hovuse.—Mr. Stanton, of Tenn., offered an amend- 
ment of Mr. Hilliard’s amendment, which was called up, 
and at last voted down. 

Mr. Toombs charged Mr. Winthrop with a fraudulent 
and inconsistent course, which gave rise to a stormy re- 
ply. He also alluded to Baker’s foreign birth. Great 
excitement continued for an hour, but the House ad- 
journed in decent order. 


Senate, Friday, June 14—Mr. Butler recommended 
Texas to pause long before abandoning her claim. Mr. 
Rusk followed in defence of Texas, and after some per- 
sonalities between Messrs. Hale and Foote, Mr. Berrien 
entered into a lengthy argument to substantiate the claims 
of Texas. The question was taken on Mr. Turney’s 
amendment, and lost—24 to 27. 

Mr. Hale submitted an amendment, when the Senate 
adjourned. 

Hovse.—The reports of the Committees on Mr. 
Clemens’ Bill to carry out the treaty of 1848, with China, 
and on Mr. Ball’s Bill on French Spoliations, were sub- 
mitted. ; 

The Territorial Committee Bill, authorising the pro- 
longing of the next sessions of the Legislatures of Califor- 
nia, Oregon, and Minesota, to ninety days—passed ; also 
a bill from the Library Committee, to print 3000 copies 
of the California debates. 

Mr. Bagley reported a bill as to the deficiency in the 
judicial expenses. 

Mr. Jones opposed the appropriation, and moved that 
$50,000 be struck out and one dollar be inserted, which 
was lost. 

Mr. Green defended the bill. 

Mr. Ashe moved 30,000 be inserted, which was likewise 
lost. The Committee finally rose, reported the bill, and 
the House passed it. After an ineffectual struggle for 
adjournment till Monday, the House adjourned. 


uestion. 


Senate, Saturday, June 15.—A joint resolution was 
offered refunding to the States advances for volunteers 
before entering the service, which was passed. 

The special order was taken up. 

Mr. Hale explained his amendment submitted yester- 
day. Considerable discussion ensued. Mr. Webster 
spoke against the amendment, and Mr. Clay and others 
in favor of it. 

Hovss.—The House went into Committee of the 
Whole upon the California business, and the amendment 
on the adjournment finding no owner— 

Mr. Inge moved an amendment allowing the people to 
adopt slavery either North or South of the Missouri line. 
Considerable discussion ensued. 


Review of the Week. 


The several arrivals from Europe, during the weék, 
have added very little to our stock of news from the Old 





World. Everything remained very much as at previous 
advices. The French Government appears to be grow- 


ing more and more bold and oppressive in its movements ; 
and from the last accounts it seems probable that the 


The quantity of shad that gather, and are caught, 
below the dam at Hadley Falls, this season are enor. 
mous, 


_ It is reported that the seat of the British government 
in Canada will be removed from Toronto to Quebec. 


Miss Frederika Bremer arrived atCharleston, S. C., on 


Thursday last, and is theguest of Mrs. Willam Howland, 
of that city. 


The Colebrook Cemetery, at South Abbington, was 
consecrated by appropriate religious ceremonies on Wed- 
nesday last. It comprises between six and seven acres. 


The rain which fell in Brunswick,Me., in May, as as- 
certained by Prof. Cleveland, amounted to 16 1-2 inches, 


more than one third of the whole quantity which fell 
last year. 


Henry M. Paine, of Worcester, has disposed of his in- 
vention for producing inflammable gas from water for the 
sum of five million dollars—half a million down. 


The New Orleans papers are now speaking in seqerel 
contemptuous terms of the Gen. Lopez, who a ren. cians 
ago was so decidedly brave and patriotic. 


The telegraph from New Orleans, dated the 3d, reports 
another crevasse 90 miles above the city. It is 100 yards 


wide, and the water is rushing through it with amazing 
velocity. 


In Honesdale, Pa., on the 7th, during a severe thunder 
storm, a yellowish substance fell in great quantities, which 


_ subsequently tried by chemists and found to be sul- 
phur. 


The monthly receipts of the Washington and New 
Orleans Telegraph Company, are estimated to be $10,000 


when in good working order, and the expenses about 
$5000. 


The new dry dock building for the U.S. navy yard 
at Portsmouth, is to be launched in the course of a month. 
It is three hundred feet long by one hundred and fifty 
wide, and capable of containing the largest ships in the 
navy. 


Dr. S. G. Howe, the superintendent of-the Institution 
foy, the Blind, has taken passage for Europe in the Asia. 
Dr. Edward Jarvis, of Dorchester, will be acting super- 
intendent in his absence. 


Hon. Hiram Weed, Secretary of the State of Connec- 
ticut, died at his residence in Danbury at half:past two 
o’clock on Friday the 7th inst. His disease was dropsy 
of the chest. He was fifty years of age. 








Sorecign News. 


ARRIVAL OF THE CANADA. 
THREE DAYS LATER. 


The steamship Canada, Capt. Harrison, arrived at Hal- 
ifax, Tuesday morning, at half past 9 o'clock, after a pas- 
sage of “ nine days, twenty-one hours and a half.” 


En6Ltanp.—The new House of Parliament was occu- 
pied by the Commons on Wednesday, May 29. Since 
then Lord John Russel has obtained leave to reintroduce 
the bill which was rejected by the Lords at the last ses- 
sion, to enable Baron Rothschild to take his seat for the 
city of London. 

An address to Her Majesty by Lord Ashley has been 
carried, asking that measures may be taken to stop all 
post office labor on the Sabbath throughout the kingdom. 
The address met with unavailing opposition from the 
Cabinet. 

Profound silence is observed by Ministers on all for- 
eign affairs. Busy negotiations are going on between the 
French Cabinet and Downing street, and the dead pause 
in the quarrel is only broken by the rumor that Gen. La- 
hitte will return on the 31st May. 

The Russian Ambassador has been recalled from St. 
James. Inthe meantime public opinion, both in Eng- 
land and France, seems to have summed up the contro- 
versy, deciding that there is a secret behind the alleged 
cause of dispute. 

IrRELAND.—Emigration is perceptibly falling off. The 
crops generally are looking well. 

Francr.—Since the advices by the Atlantic the speak- 
ers in the continued debate on the Electoral Law Bill 
have been Lamartine, Thiers, Jules Favres, Grevy and 
Leon Faucher. All the amendments moved have been 
defeated, and the 2d article was carried by an immense 
majority—the funds going up as the Mountain went 
down. ‘There have been several scenes in the course of 
the debates, occasioned by the quarrels between the indi- 
vidual members. 


LATEST FROM EUROPE. 





Electoral Law will be carried through the Assembly | 
without material modification. The parties in the As- | 
sembly are, however, extremely violent against each 
other, and condescend to every specics of abuse, even, it | 
is said, to that of making grimaces at each other. The | 
last accounts from Cuba represent the excitement about | 
the invasion as dying away, though the Government con- | 
tinued the most active precautions against further inva- | 
sion, the troops and militia on shore being under daily | 
drill, and the ships of war being actively engaged in | 
cruising around the island, or in readiness to leave Ha- 
Vana at &® moment’s warning. There have also been 
three or four U. S. ships of war co-operating with the 
Cuban authorities in precautionary movements. Besides 
the five men who were left at Cardemas, (it is said too 
drunk to get on board their steamer) the Cuban authori- 
ties, it is said, have sixty-one other prisoners, including 
the officrs and crews and volunteers captured on board 
the Georgiana and Sarah. What may be the fate of 
these men seems to be somewhat doubtful; though the 
impression is gaining ground, that there is a good under- 
standing between our Government and the Spanish, in | 
regard to them, and that none but those actually guilty of | 
overt acts of invasion will be likely to suffer beyond a 
temporary confinement. In the meantime, Lopez has 
been arrested at New Orleans and held for trial before the | 
U. S. Commissioner, for levying war against a friendly | 
power. ‘The last accounts were, that he had been admit- 
ted to bail in the sum of $13,000. Whether he will for- 
feit his bail and absent himself from public observation 
awhile, or stand trial, remains to be seen. There con- 
tinue to be rumors respecting the expected war between 
the Haytiens and Dominicans. The last rumor is, that 
the Dominicans have applied to Cuba for aid to enabic 
them to conquer the Haytiens. The story, however, 
needs confirmation. ‘The Nicaragua treaty, negociated 
at Washington between Mr. Secretary Clayton and Mr. 
Bulwer, for the adjustment of all points in regard to the 
Nicaragua question, has been fully approved by,the Brit- 
ish Government, and we may expect soon an official proc- « 
lamation of the treaty. 

The business of Congress has made little visible pro- 
gress during the week. ‘There has been, however, a good 
many hours spent by members in the capitol, and a num- 
ber of very able speeches made on the topic of the ses- 
sion; among others, Mr. Benton is said to have delivered 
one of his most able speeches in favor of the admission of 
California, and against the Compromise Bill. Mr. Cass 
has also made an able speech on the other side of the 
question. The slaveholders are now exerting their ut- 
most strength to secure a division of the coveted territo- 
ry, by which all South of 36°. 30m. shall become slave 
territory. We have no new light as to the ultimate fate 
of Mr. Clay’s Compromise scheme. Opinions of good 
judges vary as to the probability of the ultimate passage 

the bill. The Nashville Convention have as yet 
made but little progress towards settling the vexed ques- 
tion, ar dividing the Union. Thus far, the drift of the 
speeches and resolutions of the Conventionists seems 
to be, to convince Congress that it will be very unsafe to 
take any steps which will prove offensive to the South. 
At the last accounts from Nashville the Convention after 
eight days session, were about ready to adjourn. A 
Committee of Congress has reported on the construction 
of a railroad to the Pacific Ocean. The committee, it 
will be seen, incline to favor Mr. Whitney’s scheme; he 
being regarded as the originator of the grand project of a 
road to the Pacific; and,to enable him to carry out his 
plan of constructing such a road, they propose to sell to 
Mr. Whitney, a strip of land sixty miles wide, at ten 
cents an acre, extending from Lake Michigan or the Mis- 
sissippi river to the Pacific ocean, or about 70 millions of 
acres of land. This is a gigantic scheme, involving the 
disposition of an amount of public lands which demands 
most mature consideration ; and this it will doubtless re- 
ceive, before any decisive action is taken by Congress. 
The accounts from California continue to be very satis- 
factory. The very latest accounts encourage the belief 
that the gold of California is exhaustless, all but. The 
great event of the week in this immediate neighborhood 
has been, the immense gathering of the “ Sons of Tem- 
perance.” Though the weather the day previous to their 
meeting was very rainy, and on the morning of the day 
very unpromising, the Sons anf Cadets of Temperance 
paraded to the number of some three thousand, making a 
fine display of their strength and spirit. In the afternoon 
& mass meeting was held on the Common, and in the 
evening crowded meetings were held at the Tremont 
Temple and Wagner’s tent, in the public garden, at 
which numerous spirited speeches were made by distin- 
guished temperance advocates from different parts of the 
country ——The question of granting a writ of error in 
the case of Dr. Webster, has been argued before the Sa- 

reme Court this week. The principal groand seems to 
be, that therg was an informality in the proceedings of 
the Municipal Court in certifying the case up to the Su- 
preme Court, and also an irregularity in the Supreme 
Court in passing sentence.—Traveller. 




















Gleanings of the Week. 


The water pipes for East Boston have been laid as far 
as the North side of the Fitchburg depot. 

There has been over one hundred deaths of small pox 
in this city since the Ist of January. 

The citizens of Holyoke and South Hadley Falls con- 
template uniting in a celebration of the coming Fourth. 


An Episcopal church has been built and consecrated at 
Shanghai, China. Mr. Appleton, of Boston, contributed 





Paris, Friday, June 1.—In the Assembly, on Thursday, 
the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth clauses of the 
Electoral Reform Bill were passed. 

A Toulon letter of the 28th ult. states, that notwith- 
standing the hopes of a settlement of the differences with 
the British Government, a levy of seamen is going on in 
that port. Another ship-of-the-line has been added to 
the Mediterranean squadron. 

The Gazette de France states that Lord Palmerston 
has expressed his readiness to accept the Treaty signed 
at London on the Greek affair, should it be thought pref- 
erable. 

The forty-seven Socialists arrested on Thursday night, 
were found in the act of making cartridges. 

Prussia. Berlin, 30th—The King’s health continues 
to improve. 











‘MARRIAGES. 


In this city, June 12, by Rev. L. Crowell, Jonas G. Shillaber to 
Miss Caroline M., daughter of Thomas Patten, Exq. of this city. 

In Dorchester, May 28, by Rev. L. Boyden, Reuben Homer to 
Miss Mary Jane Greenwood, both of D. Also, in Roxbury, June 





| 6, Charles U1. Guild to Miss Mary E, Bartlett, both of R. 


In Hanson, June 2, by Rev. J. C. Fifield, Josiah Bourne to Miss 
Rhoda E. Dow, all of H. 

In Blandford, May 14, by Rev. P. Wood, Orlando F. Gibbs to 
Miss Maretta Gibbs. Also, by the same, at Chester Factories, June 
6, John M. Norton to Miss Phidelia A, Shepard, both of Blandford. 

In North Charlestown, N. H., May 30, by Rev. Mathew New 
hall, Freeman Pickard, of Plymouth, Mass., to Miss Adaline W. 
Hart, of Charlestown, N. H. 

In Fayette, Me., by Rev. John Allen, Daniel True.to Miss Eliza 
Turner. In East Livermore, by the same, Nathaniel Swift to Miss 
Susan R. Billington. 














DEATHS. 


In this city, 12th inst., Henrietta, infant daughter of William 
and Nancy Linton, 6 months 16 days. 








METHODIST BOOK DEPOSITORY. 


BOOKS FORWARDED, from June 8, to June 15. 


8.8. Dudley, Marlboro’, N. H., 1 pkge, by Cheney ; L. Peirce, 
Jordonville, | pkge, by Express to Hinsdale, thence by stage, care 
of J. W. Peirce; Bigelow & Newhall, Waltham, | pkge, called 
for; W. H. Fisk, Manchester, N. U., 1 pkge, by Hill & Co’s Ex- 
press; ©. C. Baker, Concord, N. H., 1 pkge, by Cheney ; J. Deni 
son, Holliston, | pkge, called for; R. Burt, Wilbraham, Mass., 1 
pkge, sent to U. 5. Hotel; J. McLaughlin, Nashua, N. H., 1 pkge, 
by Whitney ; W. J. Cooper, Winchester, N. H., | pkge, by Bige 
low ; W. A, Braman, Millbury, | pkge, by 8. 8. A.; C. Stone, Wil- 
ton, Me., 1 pkge, by Longley ; J. B. Weeks, New Bedford, Mass , 
1 pkge, by Hatch ; Geo. H. Winchester, W. Sandwich, Ms., | pkge, 
by Witherell; 5. Beedle, Hingham, 1 pkge, by Studley; 8. C. 
Brown, Fairhaven, | pkge, by Hatch ; Josiah Hooper, Kennebunk, 
Me., | pkge, by Longley; H. H. Smith, Scituate, Ms., | pkge, by 
Studley ; H. C. Wood, Marlow, N. U., 1 pkge, by Bigelow ; M. 
Spencer, Woodstock, Vt, | pkge, by 8. 8. A.; P. N. Granger, 
Irasburg, Vt., 1 pkge, taken to Conference ; Geo. F. Tebbetts, 
Lowell, Ms., 1 pkge, by Short; Geo. Dunbar, Marblehead, 1 pkge, 
by Paine; D. 1. Winslow, Brookfield, | pkge, by ‘Thompson ; L. 
D. Rust & Co., Montpelier, Vt., | pk ge, by S. S. A.; W. F. Evans, 
Newport, N. ll., 1 pkge, by Cheney; Dan’l W. Barber, South 
Tamworth, 1 pkge, by Cheney ; J. W. Guernsey, 1 pkge, sent to 
Vermont Conference ; J. 5. Spinney, Vermont Conference, | pkge, 
sent to Conference; A. Webster, Montpelier, Vt.,1 pkge, sent to 
Vermont Conference ; M. A| Howe, Lawrence, Mass., | pkge, 
called for ; Thos. B. Tupper, Camden, Me., | pkge, by Hodgman; 
W..H. Houghton, Wareham, 1 pkge, by Witherell; G. E. Chap- 
man, Buckland, via Greenfield, | pkge, by Thompson ; A. F. Barn- 
ard, Searsport, Me , 1 pkge, by £ 8S. A.; A. Webster, Vermont 
Conf., | pkge, 5. 3. books ; E. A. Manning, South Walpole, | pkge, 
called for ; C. Robinson, Taunton, Mass., | pkge, to Depot; M. J. 
Talbot, Holmes Hole, 1 pkge, Warch; J. Livesey, Jr., North 
Bridgewater, 1 pkge, left at Depot; George Dunbar, Marblehead, 
| pkge, by Hooper, 35 South Market St.; W.H. Waldron, Lowell, 
2 pkge, by Sargeant; Elisha Clarke, Bath, Me., 1 pkge, by Cut 
ting; A. C. Manson, Bristol, N. U., 1 pkge, called for; UD. Wise, 
Fall River, | pkge, by Kinsley ; A. M. Osgood, Henniker, N. H., 
1 pkge, called fur; L. H. Gordon, Poplin, N. H., 1 pkge, left at 
John Brewster & Co.; Bigelow & Newell, Waltham, Mass., 1 
pkge, by Gibbs ; Harrison Newhall, Lynn, | pkge, by Lamprey ; 
Wm. Allen, Norridgewock, Me., 1 pkge, by Longley; T. B 
Gurney, Truro, 1 pkge, by schr. Modina, Balt. Packet Pier; G. L. 
Pease, E. Wilton, 1 pkge, called for; C. P. Bragdon, Auburn, N. 
Y., | box by Transportation ; John Allen, South Livermore, | pkge, 
by Longley ; J. Linton, Edgartown, 1 pkge, by Hatch, thence by 
packet ; [. A. Sweetiand, Hampton, | pkge, by Walker; Geo. W. 
Bryant, 2d, No. Lyman, N. H, 1 pkge, care H. Campbell, Wells 
River, Vt., Cheney; H. R. Wilcox, New Bedford, 1 pkee. by 
Hatch; D. H. Sherman, Lunenburg, 1 pkge, by Bigelow ; Elisha 
Clarke, Bath, | pkge, by Cutting ; J. W. Bemis, 1 pkge, Vt. Conf.; 
I. D. Rust, 1 pkge, to Vt. Conference. 


C. H. PEIRCE, No. 5 Cornhill. 














NOTICES 


POST OFFICE ADDREss. 
Rev. F. Q. Barrows, East Salisbury, Mass. 
Rev. Daniel Lee, Claremont, N. H. 





At the Preachers’ Meeting of Boston and Vicinity, held at Brom- 
field St. Church, June 17, it was 

Voted, That the Secretary reqnest the preachers of Boston and 
vicinity, to be present at Bromficld St. Church, on Monday, 24th 
inst., at 9 o’clock A. M., as business of importance will come be- 
fore said meeting. Luman Borpgn, Secretary. 

Boston, June 17. 





ter, 


EAST MAINE CONFERENCE.—The C of Exami 
tion or the First Year’s Course of Study in the East Maine Confer- 
ence, and persons to be examined are hereby notified to meet at the 
Methodist Chapel in Frankfort, on Tuesday, June 25th, at 2 o’clk. 
P.M. Punctual attendance on the part of all concerned is earn- 
estly requested. J. Atwet, 

c of Committee. 


East Thomaston, May 31. 








PREACHERS OF THE EAST MAINE CONFERENCE and 
others coming to our next session, will please call on the writer, at 
the Methodist Chapel in this place, or atmy residence, a few rods 
North, on the opposite side of the street, and get directions to their 

gs. Josian Hicatins. 
nk fort, June 7. 
P. 8.—Arrangements willbe made for keeping the horses of 





$5000 towards the structure. 


those preachers who may come from the East, or the opposite side 
of the river. Please call on Bro. D. Thompson, near the ,and 
learn particulars. J. H. 





MUSICAL SOCIETY.—The members of the Carroll Count 
Sacred Musical Society are notified, that their annual meeting will 
be held at Wakefield, on beep June 27, at 11 o'clock A. M. 


EREMIAH Biagg, 
Tamworth, N. H., June 10. 





EAST MAINE CONFERENCE, Fourth Year’s Course of 
Study.—T he Committee will meet the candidates for examination 
on Tuesday, June 5, at 8 o’clock A. M., at the Methodist Chapel 
in Frankfort. A. Cuvuacn, Chairman, 

Bangor, June 7. 





THE MERRIMAC RIVER PREACHERS’ - ASSOCIATION 
will meet at Hudson, June 25, at 10 o’clock A. M. This associa. 
tion was formed during the last Conference year, for the benefit of 
those preachers situated in the Western part of Dover District and 
the adjacent portion of Concord District. All preachers, travelin 
and local, who find it convenient to attend, are respectfully invited 
tw come, with sketches and esays of their own selection. 


Isaac W. Huntier, For the Association. 
Hudson, June 7. 


A CARD.—The Methodist Episcopal Church at Lewiston Falls 
acknowledge with gratitude the donation of a beautiful Comman. 
jou Set, from an unknown suurce. ‘Ihe donor or donors have our 
hearty and sincere thanks. 

wBy order of the Church, 


C. Anprews, 
Lewiston Falls, June 4. 





NOTICE.—The Trustees of the Maine Conference of the M. E. 
Church, are notified to meet for their annual meeting, at the Meth- 
odist Church in Kennebunkport, on the J1th of July next, at 1 0’ 


clock P. M. 8. Artes, Secretary. 
Farmington, June 10. 





MAINE -CONFERENCE.—-The Committee of Examination, 


- and the brethren to be examined, in the Third Year’s Course of 


Study, are notified to meet at the Methodist Church in Kenne- 
bunkport, on the 9th of July next, at 10 o’clock A.M. All who 
intend to be examined, must be present in season, 

8. Atren, Chairman. 


PROVIDENCE CONFERENCE SEMINARY, EAST GREEN- 
WICH, R. £—The Annual Examination and Exhibition of this 
Seminary will take place as follows, viz.: 

Examination of C +s to commmence at 2 o’clock P, M., on Mon- 
day, July Ist, and close at 4 P. M., July 2nd. 

Exhibition in the Methodist Church, at 74 P. M., July 2d. 

The following gentlemen compose the Board of Examiners and 
Visitors, viz., Kevds. A. Stevens, C. H. Titus, T. G. Carver, H. C. 
Atwater, 8, Dean, J. Howson, J. B. Gould, A. B. Wheeler, C. 8. 
Hazard, J. Andrews, N. G. Lippitt, and E. R. Fellows, Esqrs. 

It is hoped that this Committee, together with the Trustees and 
Preachers and the publie generally, will favor us with their pres- 
ence. Rops’t Auiyn, Principal. 

Fast Greenwich, June 14. 





The Annual Meeting of the Trustees of the East Maine Confer- 
ence will be holden at the Methodist Chapel in Frankfort Village, 
Wednesday, June 26, at 2 o’clock P. M. 

Per order, 


A. Moors, Secretary. 
Bucksport, May, 1850. 


Qw. 





WILBRAHAM ACADEMY. Anniversary Exercises —The 
Examination of Classes will commence on Monday, June 24th, at 
24 o’clock P. M., and continue through the following day. 

The Exhibitions will take place on Wednesday, the 26th. The 
Ladies’ at 9 o’clock A. M., and the Gentlemen’s at 2 o’clock P. M. 

An address before the Literary Societies connected with the in- 
stitution will be delivered by Fales H. Newhall, A. M., on Tues- 
day evening, the 25th, at 74 o’clock. 

The annual meeting of the Board of Trustees will commence its 
session on Monday, the 24th, at 2 o’clock P. M. 

The Committee of Examination appointed by the New England 
Conference, consists of the following gentlemen :— 

Rev. Messrs. Joseph Cummings, Gershom F. Cox, William Rice, 
William R. Bagnall, Jobn W. tadman, Nelson E. Cobleigh, Ed- 
ward Cook, Lee Claflin, Esq., Amos B. Merrill, Esq., Jacob Slee 
er, Esq., Marshall 8. Rice, Esq., Benjamin F. Mudge, Esq., Asa B. 
Snow, M. D. 

The committees appointed by the other Conferences patronizing 
the institution have not yet been reported. 

The public generally and the gentlemen of these committees es- 
pecially, are invited to be present. 

M. Raymonp, Principal Wesleyan Academy. 

Wilbraham, June 4. 2Qw 





EAST MAINE CONFERENCE. ‘Tutrv Year’s Course or 
Srvupy.—The Committee and Brethren to be examined are hereby 
notified to meet, at the M. E. Chapel iu Frankfort, the 25th of June, 
at9o’clock A.M. Punctual attendance is requested. 

. H. Waitney, Chairman of Committee. 
North Bangor, Me., May 28. 


NOTICE.—The Trustees of the “‘ East Maine Conference Semi- 
nary,” are hereby notified to meet at the Methodist Meeting- house 
in Frankfort, Thursday, June 27, at 2 o’clock P. M. 

As important business will come befure the Board, a full attend- 
ance is earnestly desired. 

Per order, 


Ws. H. Pirssury, Secretary. 
Wiscasset, May 28. 


w. 





NOTICE.—The undersigned is endeavoring to collect, for pres- 
ervation for the church, Memorials of the Introduction and History 
of Methodism on the Haverhill District, New Hampshire Confer- 
ence. Any biographical notices, incidents, or facts, connected 
with the subject are urgently requested. Communications should 
be directed to the subscriber at Cocumsia, N. H. 

Pickens Boynton. 





A PREACHERS’ MEETING on Western Section of Concord 
District, will be held at Gilsum, 9th and 10th of July, commencing 
at 10 o’clock A. M. 

ARRANGEMENTS. 

8S. Quimby—Scripture Doctrine of Election. 

Jona. Hall—Infant Baptism. 

E. Adains—Pastoral Visiting. 

Jos. Hayes—Love of the Holy Spirit. 

L. Draper— Witness of the Spirit. 

J. Perkins—Decision of Character as demanded in our Day and 
Country 

A. Ss. Tenney—Nature of Future Punishment. 

D. P. Leavett—Immortality of the Soul. 

N. W.) Aspenwall—On Bringing Disorderly Members to Trial. 

H. ©. Wood—On the Sublimity of the Holy Scriptures. 

M. Newhall—Duty of Ministers towards the Sick. 

Geo. 8. Dearborn—Duty of Ministers respecting Common Schools, 

8. P. Heath—Depravity. 

D. Lee—Duty of the Church in the Cause of Missions, 

L. Howard—Influence of Christianity on Civil Liberty. 

M. P. Marshall—Duty of Ministers to the Rich. 

W. F. Evans—The Harmony of the Mosaic Account of Creation 
with the Science of Geology. 

J. A. Searrett—Personality of the Holy Spirit. 

8. 8S. Dudley—Verpetuity of Future Punishment 

Each preacher is requested, in addition to his Essay, to be fur- 
nished with a Sketch of a Sermon, from a text of his own selection. 


5S. Quimsy, Coniunittee 
N. W. Aarenwass, } of 
H. C. Wooo. Arrangements, 





HAVERHILL DISTRICT—FIRST QUARTER. 
BALANCE OF QUARTERLY MEETINGS. 
Plymouth, W. Plymouth, Campton, Woodstock, at P., 


July 6 7 
Canaan, « 1314 


Enfield, “* 14:15 
Lebanon and Hanover, at L., “ 920 21 
Haverhill, E. and N. Haverhill, Benton, at North H., ‘+ 27 28 
Warren, Wentworth and Orford, at Warren, Aug. 3 4 
Lancaster, “* 1011 
Columbia, Pittsburg, Stark and Milan Missions, at M., “ 17 18 
Bristol and Hill at B., 24 25 
Alexandria, Hebron and Groton, at A., “ 95 26 


R. Dearsonn, Presiding Elder. 
Andover, June 14. 








MARKETS. 





From the Massachusetts Ploughman.—June 15, 185v. 


FLOUR AND GRAIN. 


Boston, June 14. The Flour market has not been quite sq ac- 
tive the past week ; the receipts have been large, and some con- 
siderable parcels are going into store, as holders are unwilling to 
submit to a decline ; sales of Genesse, common brands, at 5.874 a 
6; fancy brands, 6.12} .2 6.25; extra, 6.25 a 6.75; Michigan and 
Ohio, 5.75 a 5.874 per bbl, cash. Southern is heavy, and lower 
prices have been submitted to; sales of Baltimore, Georgetown, 
Richmond and Fredericksburg, at 5.50 a 5.624 per bbl, cash ; some 
parcels of Philadelphia uninspected have been sold at still lower 
rates Sales of Corn Meal at 3.25, and Rye Flour at 3.25 a 3,374 
per bbl, cash. 

Grain—Large arrivals of Corn have somewhat depressed the 
market ; White is selling at 65 a 66c, and yellow at 68 a 69c per 
bushel, ca-h ; Oats are not very plenty, and prices are sustained ; 
sales of Northern at 47 a 48c ; Eastern, 43 a 44c; Delaware, 41a 
42c¢ ; Southern, 37c per bushel ; small sales of Rye at 70c per bush- 
el, cash. 





BRIGHTON MARKET, Tuvrspay, June J3. 


600 Cattle at the market during the week. About 350 fresh ones 
—residue remained from last market day. 

This day all sold, and at about the same rate as last week. To 
effect the sales of the old stock, the drovers kept out of the market 
a part of those destined for this week’s supply. There are now in 
the neighborhood of the market, and on the way for next week, 
360 Ohio cattle, and 100 New York. 

Prices. About the saine rates were obtained as last week gen- 
erally ; some called ita shade higher—a few were sold at $6.50 ; 
perhaps of better quality than those sold last week ; Good at $6 a 
6.25 ; Fair at 5.50a 6; Ordinary, at 4.75 a 5.25. 

Sheep and Lambs, 1640 at market. Prices, old Sheep, $2.00, 
2.50, 3.00, 3.50, 4.25; Lambs, $2.10, 2.25, 2.50, 2.75, 3.00. 

Swine. 2000 at Market. 350 unsold. 

Prices about ihe same as last week in the morning, but closed 
dull. We quote 4} and 5}; afternoon, 4 and 5. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 














HE OPERATIVE’S FRIEND AND DE- 
FENCE; Or, Hints to Young Ladies who are depend- 
ent on their own Resources, is the title of a new work, by 
Rev. James Porter, just from the press. Most books for young 
ladies seem designed particularly for those who are at leisure 
or at school. This aims to help the industrious, and furnishes 
counsel on the most prominent subjects connected with their in- 
terests. ‘Though girls in our various manufactories receive 
special attention, others are not overlooked. ‘To idlers, it 
promises little mt, yet it may be profitable. Agents 
will find it admirably adapted to their trade. 

Published by CHARLES H. PEIRCE, No. 5 Cornhill. 
Price 50 cents. Gilt 75 cents, with liberal discount to whole- 
sale purchasers. Purchasers may address the author at East 
Boston, or the publisher at his regular place of business. 

June 5 











RANE’S PATENT WASHING SOAP, 

is increasing in notoriety for its usefulness, and the ease 

with which those using it have been able to do their washing 

—eaving the great labor formerly required in rubbing, pound- 

ing, bleaching and boiling—but doing away with all those pro- 

cesses and requiriug no hard labor, save and excepting a slight 
rubbing in bands and seams where much soiled. 

Care should always be taken to follow the directions accom- 
panying the Soap, as it facilitates the work of washing ina 
great degree. No danger need be apprehended from its use, 
as it neither destroys the color or texture of the finest fabric. 

The Soap is now being manufactured in large quantities by 
Mr. Wittiam Moore, the agent of the patentee, and he is 
enabled to furnish families, grocers and traders in any quanti- 
ties, and liberal discounts will be made to those wishing to 
buy to sell again. P eeeiaal 

QG Any one purchasing the Soap and being dissatisfied 
with it after a trial, are at liberty to return it, and their money 
will be refunded. : 

The Agent, Mr. Witt1am Moore, has located himself at 
No. 4 Railroad Block, Lincoln Sweet, Boston, where any 

son can he supplied with the Soap, or at his ee 
Fienten Corner. if June 





UNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS. Particurar 
attention will be paid to furnish Sabbath School Books 
from all of the different Depositories at the lowest Depository 
prices. Likewise, a large assortment of Miscellaneous Books, 
well adapted to Seuteg Schools, and Adult AJoraries, wi? be 
constantly on and sold at the v weat prices. 
‘arch 6 : CHARLES: WAITE.. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


EW QUESTION BOOK. Qvestions on 

St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, designed for Senior 

Classes in Sunday Schools and for Bible Classes, with an Ap- 

pendix, containing explanations of difficult passages. By Dan- 
jel Wise, A. M. 

This book of Questions wes prepared, originally, in compli- 
ance with the wishes of several teachers connected with the 
Methodist Epi: copal Church in the city of Lowell. An edition 
of four thousand was speedily exhausted, and the work has 
been for some time out of print. Its republication having been 
demanded, the author has given it a careful revision, and has 
added to its value by prepari: gan appendix, which contains 
brief answers to many of the most difficult questions ; thereby 
furnishing, to those who cannot procure a commentary, such 
help to the understanding of this epistle as the narrow lunits of 
a question-book permit. 


Published by CHARLES H. PELRCE, 5 Cornhill. 
_ May 29 tf 











OOK-DEPOSITORY. Tue Susscriper 
would remind his religious and worldly friends, and * the 

rest of mankind,” that he is still to be found at No. 56 Corn- 
hill, where he will be happy to supply any kind or quality of 
Books, Letter, Cap, Bill and Note — Drawing Paper, 
Ink, Slates, &c. &c., at the very lowest prices, wholesale and 


retail. Call and see. 

March 6 
I ATS AND CAPS. ALL wHo READ THIS 

valuable paper are respectfully invited to examine my 
extensive stock of goods for the present and approaching sea- 
son. Store and Chambers, 175 Washington St. 
. W. M. SHUTE. 
March 27 


CHARLES WAITE. 














| Cth 2 $y AND FEATHER WARE- 
HOUSE, Nos. 48 and 52 Blackstone Street. W.F.& 
E. H. BRABROOK would inform their friends and custom- 
ers, that they continue at their Old Stand, where may be 
fouud a good assortment of Furnitare and Feathers, Mattresses, 
Looking Glasses, &c. Goods packed for country trade at 
short notice. 

N. B. Best quality Live Geese Feathers selling very cheap. 

Apr 22 uf 

| OUSE AND BAKERY FOR SALE, To- 

GETHER, OR SEPARATELY. The House is two stories 
high, and contains 14 good sized, well arranged rooms, with 
out-buildings for wood, stabling for four horses, good well of 
water, &c. The lot contains about half an acre of land, sit- 
uate on the a street of a village. 

The Bakety is all new, with every appurtenance for carrying 
on the business ; an excellent chance for the Baking or any 
other business. 

The location is healthy and pleasnnt, and is within twelve 
miles of a dozen villages. 

For further particulars, inquire of Rev. THomas GREEN- 
HALGH, Springvale, Me. t(—Jan 23 

\OMMUNION WARE. PALMER & 

) BACHELDERS, No. 91 Washington Street, have 
made arrangements for the manufacture of a new pattern of 
Sitver PLateD Communion Service, for their own ex- 
clusive sale, of a quality which they can warrant, at much 
lower prices than have heretofore been paid, to wit :— 

Plated Flagons, 3 pints, &7 00 each, 


do do =. 2 quarts, 10 00 * 
do Plates, 10 inch, 3800 
do do 111-2 inch, 450 « 
do Cups, 1 pint, 250 « 
do Christening Basin, 400 « 


They are now prepared to execute orders.for any quantity 
of full setts, or single pieces ; and invite Clergymen, Church 
Committees, and others to call and examine their assortment 
before making purchases. 





May 15 3tis3tos 
I ARUMM MERRILL, Sexton anp Fv- 
neral Undertaker, No. 8 Court Square. House, No. 3 
Russell Place. 3m June 12 





\ ICAH DYER, JR., ArroRNEY anp Coun- 

1 seLtor ar Law, No. 20 Court Street, (Tudor’s 

Building, Office 24,) Boston. 
May 2: 


ore & NOBLE, importers or [arp 
vi 


Ware, No. 10 Washington Street, (three doors from 


Dock Square.) Boston. 
GEORGE ALLEN. WILLIAM NOBLE. 


May 15 


6mos 





6mos 





ANGDON & CO.’S Merepirx anv Bos- 
Ton Express, for the transmission of Packages, Mon- 
ey, Merchandise, &c., through the North part of New Hamp- 
shire. 
Offices—At Railroad Exchange, Court Square, Boston, and 
at the Passenger’s Depot, Meredith, N. H. 
D. R. BURNHAM. JAMES F. LANGDON. 
Jan 16 ly 


RE ED & CUTLER, Importers anpD 

Wholesale Dealers in Medicines, Paints and Dye Staffs, 
No. 33 India Street. 

Also, proprietors of the well known and celebrated VEGE- 
TABLE PutmonaRY Batsam, for Covcus, Cops and 
ConsumpTions; kept and sold generally in New England. 
Price 50 cents. 





6m 


TOTICE TO PHYSICIANS anp Tuk PusB- 
I Lic GENERALLY. : 

The subscriber, aware of the adulterations practised in 
preparing and powdering Drugs and Medicines for the mar- 
ket, and the difficulty experienced in distinguishing the pure, 
has arranged to have most of these articles powdered in his 
establishment. Samples of Drugs in their original state will 
be kept for comparison, and he has requested Dr, A. A. Hayes, 
State Assayer, to analyze at any time such preparation as may 
appear of doubtful genuineness, before offering them for sale, 
thereby insuring to physicians pure Drags and Medicines. 

WM. BROWN, 
481 Washington (corner of Eliot) St. 

N. B. With the above arrangement all can be supplied 
with pure and unadulterated medicines. Physicians of Boston 
and vicinity are invited to call and examine the above arrange- 
ment, and see samples of pure drugs and medicines. No one 
allowed to put up prescriptions except those of long experience 
and perfect masters of their profession. 

The sale of all Fancy Goods, Confectionary, Soda, &c. 
discontinued on the Sabbath. © Physicians’ Prescriptions and 
Family Medicines dispensed as usual on that day. 

May 15 6mos 


PAtRoNizep BY THE MEDICAL FAC- 
ULTY 


JAMES MILLER & CO’S Improved Patent Artificial 
Legs, Arms and Hands, (from 30 to $70.) Warranted for 
usefulness and durability not to be equalled. Spring [nstruments 
adapted to the arms and hands, to eat with and follow any pur- 
suit. 

Spinat Supporters anp Correcrors for the effec- 
tual cure of diseases, weakness, or curvature in spine. Also, 
their invaluable Supports for Paralyzed Limbs, Swollen or Con- 
tracted Hips, Knee or Ankle Joints, Club Foot, Bow Leon- 
Wry Necks, Contracted Arms or Legs, cured (at any age)gs, 
our easy mode of treatment in all orthopedic detormities, at less 
than one half the charge usually made. _ _ 

Supporters of every kind for Abdominal, Prolapsus Uteri, 
Umbilical and Prolapsus Ani diseases. Also, their much im- 
proved Surgical Elastic Bandages (with or without lacing) 
now so highly recommended by the Medical Faculty in Europe 
and America for Varicose and Enlarged Veins, Anasarcous 
Swellings, &c. in the Legs, &c., Elastic Belts for the support 
of the Ribs or Back, Improved Monitor Shoulder Braces, 
(1.50 per pair to $2.50.) No Lady or Gentleman should be 
without them while studying, reading, writing, drawing or 
practising, or working at any employment, as they prevent 
Stooping and Projecting Shoulders, Contraction of Chest and 
incursion of Pulmonary Diseases. Trusses, Suspensories, 
Spring Crutches, Urinals, &e. 

James Miller & Co’s attention ia solely devoted to the con- 
struction of Artificial Limbs and Supports for every deformity 
to which mankind is subjected, having had many years practi- 
cal experience in the largest Orthopedic Institate in Europe, 
under the most eminent physicians in seven of the Royal Hos- 


pitals. 
JAMES MILLER & CO., 
Surgical and Anatomical Mechaniciane, 
Offices and Manufactory, corner of Washington and Brom 
field Streets, Boston. Entrance 2 1-2 Bromfield Street. 


References—Drsa. J. C. Warren, 8S. D. Townsend, J. Mason 
Warren, M.S. Perry, D. H. Storer, J. V. ©. Smith, Editor 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, and Editor of Zion’s 
Herald. lam6in0a March 27 


\ UTUAL LIFE INSURANCE. Tur New 
4 Encuanp Mutuat Lire Insurance Company, 
(Office, Merchants’ Bank Building, 38 State Street, Boston,) 
insures Lives on the Mutual principle. 

Guaranty Capital, $50,000. 

Accumulation—over $300,000, 
of members present and future. . 

The whole safely and advantagevusly invested. 

The business conducted exclusively for the benefit: of the 

rsons insured. : 
PeThe greatest risk taken on a life, $10,000. 

Surplus distributed among the members every filtlt year from 
Dec. 1, 1843. ; 

Premium may be paid quarterly or semi-annually, when de- 
sired, and amounts not too small, 

Forms of application and pamphlets of the Company, and 
its reports, to be had of its agents, or at the Office” of the 
Company, or forwarded by mail, if written for, post paid. 

DIRECTORS. 

Willard Phillips, Presidem, Peter Wainwright, 

M. P. Wilder, Charles Browne, 

Charles P. Curtis, Thos A. Dexter, 

N. F. Cunningham, William Raymoad Lee, 

George H. Kuhn, William Perkins, 

William W. Stone, Sewell Tappan . 

Benxsamin F, ST&EVENS, Secretary. 


Dec 19 











and increasing—for benefit 





Joun Homans, Consulting Physician. 
Feb 19 ly e 
W. PRUDEN & CO., Furnitvreg, 


e Feather, and Carpeting Ware Rooms, Wholesale 
and Retail, No. 39 Hanover Street, (opposite the head o 
Portland Street,) where may be found a good assortment of 


Bureaus, ntre Tables, Mattresses, 
Bedsteads, Dining & Common do. Carpeting, 

Sofas, Chairs, Clocks, 

Card Tables, Feather Beds. Looking Glasses, 


and all other articles usually kept in a Furniture Store, and 
warranted to be of good quality, and at as low prices as at any 
other establishment in the city. G. W. PRUDEN, 


March 8 A. BURRELL. 
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MR. MANN’S ANSWER TO MR. WEBSTER. 
To the Editors of the Boston Atlas: 
GenTLemen:—Your semi-weekl of the Ist inst. 
contains a letter of the Hon. ebster, in which 
he has been pleased to referto me. I wish to reply. 
To prevent all chance of mistake, I quote the following 
passages: - 
false than that enchy 
nti thnnala oe me nce cear eg ig 
it. T id u le 
tte lottoe oF Stare anal be's trial by jury. claiming of « 
ne ete in ne ok de nal pr Ses in enito edie ai 
winks rad seakone reeer aad ete boat tae 
i Mebee in the Conativation having the least bearing on the sub- 


‘have seen a publication by Mr. Horace Mann, a member of 
Congress from Massachusetts, in which I find this sentence 
Speaking of the hill betore vuse he s.ys: ‘This bili derides 
the trial by jury secured by the Constitu ion. A man may not 
lose his horse without a right to this trial, but he may lose his free- 4 
dom. Mr. Webster speaks for the South and for sixvery, not fer 
the North and for freedom, when he a »& this right.” This 
personal vituperaticn dee 1 smnoy me, but Ih ment tosee & 
pu .ke man of Massachusetts so crude and contused in his legal ap- 

j rebensions. and so ite & quainted with the Ccnaiiudon ot bis 
counirs ae these opiw evince Wr Mann to te. His citation 
asu posed Cause. as in point, if it kane ony analegy to the matter, 
would prove that, if Mr. Manu’s ho-se strey imo his neighbor's 
fle'd he cannot lead him bick without aprevious trial by jury to as~ 
ce tamtheright. ‘Truly,if what Mr Mann @ ys cf the provisions 
of ‘he Constitution im this pul ication be a test of bis acepracy 
the understauding of tunt instrument, he wo 0 Well not to 
seek to protect his peculias nations ander its sanctver, bur to ap- 
peai at once. as others do, to that high authority w sits en- 
throned above the Constitution and above the law. 

I must deny this cnaye of **persooal vituperation,”’ 
and I regret that Mr. Webster, while disclaiming ‘‘an- 
noyance’’ at what I said, should betray it. 1 believe 
every part of my “Letter’’ to be within the bounds of 
courteous and respectful discussion. ‘There is nothing 
in k which might not pass between —_ without 
interrupting relations of civility and friendship. ‘Though 
fall of regret at his novel posuion, and of dissent from 
his unwonted doctrines, yet it abounds in“proofs of def- 
erence to himself. 1 must now, however, be permitted 
to add that the highest eminence becomes unenvisble, 
when it breeds intolerance of dissent, and bars out the 
humblest man from a iree expression of opinion. 

Mr. Webster ‘‘laments to seea public man of Masaa- 
chusetis so crude and confused in his legal apprehen- 
sions, and so little acquainted with the constitution of 
his country, as these opinions evince Mr. Mann to be.’’ 
Yet he pomts oat no error of opinion. He specifies no- 
thing as unsound, Ile presents no information, indict- 
ment, bill of particulars, or even the ‘common counis.”’ 
Jadgment and condemnation alone appear. He seems 
to have taken it for grauted that he had a say I 
was guilty, and then proceed to punish. protest 
against and impugn this method of proceeding, by any 
man, however high, against any man, however ham- 
ble. 

When Mr. Webster penned his ‘‘lamentations’’ over 
my crudeness, contusion, and ignorance, be doubtless 
meant to deal me a mortal blow. The blow was cer- 
tainly heavy; but the question still remains whether it 
hit. Polyphemus strack hard blows, but his blindness 
left the objects of bis passions unharmed 

But wherein do those erroneous ‘‘opinions’’ consist, 
which Mr. Webster does not deign to specify, bat as- 
sumes to condensin? Fortunately, in writing the sen- 
tences which he quotes for animadversion, I followed 
the precise meaning of Judge Story, aa laid down in his 
Commentaries; and in regard to ihe only point which is 
open tu a question, J took the exact words of that great 
jurist. He speaks of **the right of a tral by jury, in 
civil cases,’’ as an existing right before the seventh ar- 
ticle of the amendment to the constitution, which 
preserves this right -‘in suits at common law,’’ had 
been adopted. 3+ omm., 628 — Lnstead of transcribing 
Judge Story’s words, ‘in civil cases,’’ which present 
no distinct imege to common minds, I supposed the 
every-day case of a Intigation respecting a horse, which 
is a ‘civil case;”’ and this diflereuce of form is the only 
difference between my language and that of the learned 
Judge. Lean wish Mr Webster no more fitting retri- 
bativa, afier reposing from this ill-tempered attack upon 
me, thanto awake and find that it was Judge Story 

whom he had maligned. 

But the opinion expressed by me on this point, does 
not need the authority of any name to support it; and 








the illustration which I gave is not only intelligible to 
every sensible man, butis al-o apposite. I said ‘ta man 
may not lose his horse [his property in a horse) without 
a right to this trial,”’ Mr. Webster’s comment is, that 
this case, “if it have any analogy to the matter,” 
means, that if a man’s horse *‘stray ino his neighbor's 
field, he cannot lead him back without a previous trial 
by jury to ascertuin the right.” Was ever the plam 
meaning of a sentence more exactly changed about, end 
forend? Mr. Webster may pitch summersets with his 
own doctrines, but he has no right to pitch them with 
mine. I said a man may not dose his horse, or his 
property in a horse, without a right to the trial by jary. 
Ile says I said, a man cannot find or retuke a lost 
horse, without a previous trial! Dulce est dgsipere in 
loco. Or, it is pleasant to see a grave senator play upon 
words, but there must be wit to redeem it from puerility. 

Bat the childishness of this criticism is not its worst 
feature. What is the great truth which Mr. Webster 
and his apologists attempt here to ridicule? It is that 
while every man amongst us, in regard to any piece of 
property worth more than twenty dollars, of which vio- 
lence or fraud may attempt to despoil him, has a right 
to a trial by jary, yet a man’s freedom), and that of his 
posterity forever, tnay be wrested from him, as our law 
now stands, without such atrial. Does not this bold a 
man’s freedom to be of less value than twenty dollars? 
If two adverse claimants contest title io an alleged 
slave, whose market value is more than this sem, each 
is entitled to a jury to try the fact of ownership. Bat 
if the alleged slave declares that he owns himself, be is 
debarred from this right. And this trath, or a common 
illustration of it, Mr. Webster and his apologists think 
a suitable topic for sneers or pleasantry! A foreign 
proverb says that for a man to kill his mother is not in 
good taste. I trust the moral and religions people of 
Massachusetts have too mach good taste to relish a joke 
on such a theme 

1 said that Mr Butler’s bill ‘‘derides’’ the trial by 
jury. By that bill every commissioner and clerk of a 
United States Court, every marshal and collector of 
the Castoms, and the seventeen thousand posimasters 
of the United States, are severally invested with jaris- 
diction and authority in all parts of the Umted States, 
to deliver any man, woman, or child in the United 
States, into custody, asa slave, on the strength of an 
ex parte affidavit, made any where in the United States, 
Thy affidavit may have been made a thousand miles 
off, by no one knows whom, and certified to by a per- 
son who never saw or heard of the individual named 
in it, A forged affidavit, or a fictitious affidavit would 
often answer the purpose as well; for how difficult, and 
in many cases,” how impossible, to prove its spu: ious- 
ness. Did oppression ever before couceive such a tri- 
banal, so countiess in numbers, so ample in jurisdiction, 
so formidable in power? Had a bill similar to this been 
proposed in the British Parhament, from 1763 to 1776, 
whot would our Fathers have said of it? Yet this bill, 
with some kindred amendments, heightening its fea- 
tures of atrocity, Mr Webster promised ‘to support, 
with all its provisions, to the fallest extent.’’ 

What aggravates the wrong, is, that the cruelties of 
the measure would fall upon the poor, the helpless, the 
iguorant, the unfriended. ‘The bill would have been far 
less disgraceful, had its provisions borne upon the men 
who should pass it; because, ia such case, there would 
have been a touch of equality. Now, if this bill dees 
not ‘‘deride’’ all guaranties for protection of haman 
liberty, it is only because my word of reprobation is too 
weak. It is only because one needs ‘to tear a leaf 
from the carse-buok of Pandemoniam’’ in order to de- 
scribe it by fitting epithets 

Another remarkable feature of Mr Buatler’s bill, is, 
that it provides no penalty whatever for any one who 
shall abuse, or fraudulently use the dangerous authority 
which it gives. It furnishes endless temptations and 
facilities for committing wrong; it imposes nu resigaints; 
it warns by no threats of retribution 

Mr. Webster calls me to account for some unspeci- 
fied erroneous ‘‘opinion,’’ expressed in relation to this 
bill. Cuan any opinion be so false to the Constitution, 
as this bill to humanity? 1 deprecate error of all sorts; 
but hold it to be more venial to err in jadgment than in 
heart. . 

I said that in promising to support Mr. Batler’s bill, 
** with all-its provisions to the fullest extent,’? Mr. 
Webster ** abandoned ’’ the right to a trial by jury. I 
spoke of him asa Senator, as one who, with his co- 
legislators, has fall right and power ander the constitu- 
tion, to secure this form of tria! to the alleged slave, or 
to a known freeman seized asa slave. Mr. Seward’s 
bill, providing for the trial by jary,in such cases, was 
before him. He took no notice of it. He passed by 
** on the other side,’’ while he bestowed hia best enco- 
niam on Mr. Butler’s bill, by promising to support it.— 

Was not this an ** abandonment,”’ under all the syno- 
ny mes given in the dictionary ? 

Mr. Webster advises me, in a certain contingency, 
**to appeal to that higher authority which sits en- 
throned above the constitution and above the law.”’ I 
take no exception to this counsel, because of its offi- 
ciousness, bat would thank him for it. My ideas of 
duty require me to seek anxiously for the true interpre- 
tation of the constitution, and then to abide by it, un- 
swayed by hopes or fears. If the constitation requires 
me to do anything which my sense of duty forbids, I 
shall save my conscience by resigning my office. - lam 
free, however, to say, that if in the discharge of my 
political daties, I should transfer my allegiance to any 
other power, I should adopt Mr. Webster’s advice, and 
go to the power “* which sits enthroned above,”’ rather 
than to descend to that opposite realm, whence the bill 
which he so’cordially promised to support, must have 
emerged. 

I wish, however, to remark, that though I acknowl- 
edge the constitution to be my guide while under oath 
to support it, yet 1 do not relish any fling either at the 

»wera above us, or at those who reverence them. I 

old it be not only proper, but proof of sound moral 

and religious feeling, to look to the perfect law of God 
for light w enable us more justly to interpret the imper- 
fect laws of man. Especially, when we are proposing 
to make or amend a law, ought we to take our gauge of 
purpose and of action from the highest aiid 

oyes, that Solomon of the law, thooght it not im- 
proper to say: “The inferior law mast give place to 
the superior; man’s laws to God’s laws.’’—Maazims, 
pp. 6-7. 
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hin, as it were, for the purpose of restoring him to his primeval 
siate. : 


Having defended my own propositions, I eball now 
take the liberty to examine some of Mr. Webster’s. 

He says ‘*the Constitution — that in all trea 
prosecutions, there shall be a trial by jury;*’ and that, 
‘tin suite at common law the trial by pac shall be pre- 
served,”’ He then adds, ‘there ia no other clause or 
sentence in the Constitution having the least bearing 
upon the subject.” Mark his words: ‘There is no 
other clause or sentence in the Constitution, having 
the least bearing on the subject.’’ 

Here Mr. Webster virtually declares that, bat for 
the above named two provisions, the right of the tial 
by jary would not have been secured to us by the Con 
stitation in any case. Of course, Congress would have 
been ander no obligation, even if they had any power, 
to provide by law for such trials. kh 

ere | to say that this assertion borders on the in- 
credible, one might well ask, which side of the line 
does it lie ? 

The provision for a trial by Jury, in criminal prose- 
cutions, is inthe third clause of the second section of 
the third article, and is repeated, and somewhat en- 
larged, in the fifih and sixth articles of Amendment 

at the provision for trial by jury, in suits at common 
law, is in the seventh article of Amendment; and 
neither this provision, nor any semblance of it, is to be 
found, in express words, in any part of the Constitution 
as it came from the hands of its framers, and was 
adopted by the States. 

According to Mr. Webster, then, Congress had no 
power, and were under no obligation, to wake a law 
providing for trial by jury, except in criminal prosecu- 
tions, until efter the seventh article of Amendment had 
been ratified. For if they had any such power, or were 
under any such obligation, it must be by virtue of some 
clause or sentence in the Constitution, having a ‘‘bear- 
ing upon the subject ”’ 

Now, the first session of Congress commenced March 
4th, 1789, but this seventh article of Amendment was 
not ratified, and did not become a part of the Constita- 
tion, according to Hickey, (Hickey’s Con. p. 36,) antil 
Dec. 15, 1791. 

Until this time, therefore, according to Mr. Webster, 
the Constitution had secured no right to a trial by jury, 
except in the case of criminal prosecutions ; because, 


* until this time, there was no clause or sentence in it 


‘Shaving the least bearing on the subject,’’ of jury trials 
io civil cases. 

Yet, on the 24th of September, 1789, and more than 
two years previous to the adoption of the seventh 
amendment, (by which alone, according to Mr. Web- 
ster, they had any power to act in the premises,) Con- 
gress did pass the judiciary act; by the ninth, twelfth, 
and thirteenth sectiuns of which it is provided, that the 
trial of issues in fact, in the District Courts, in the Cir- 
cuit Courts, and in the Supreme Court, shall, with cer- 
tain exceptions, be by jury. 

‘The act also empowers the Courts to grant new trials 
**for reasons fur which new trials have usually been 
granted in the courts of law.’’ Ia what courts of law? 
Did it not mean the Courts in Westminster Hall, and 
those in this country formed after that ancestral model ? 
And does not this show, beyon i question or cavil, that 
the principle of the jury trial, en crvil cases, was incor- 
porated into the Constitution of the United States, origi- 
nally; and that it was universally uaderstuod to be so 
by us framers, and by their contemporaries, the mwem- 
bers of the first Congress ? 

From the Constitation alone, then, and not from any 


power above it, or outside of it, did Congress derive its * 


power, on the 24th of September, 1789, aud more than 
two years before the seventh amendment was adopted, 
to pass the Judiciary Act, and to fill it full of the fact 
and the doctrine of jary trtals in civil cases. And if 
Congress, at that time, had legislated on the subject of 
fogitive slaves, would & not have had the same power 
to provide the trial by jary, to determine the question, 
slave or free, as i bad to provide for this mode of trial 
in other cases? 

All the State Conventions for adopting the Constfu- 
tion, whose debates are preserved, and all the lead- 
ing men who figured in them, held, contrary to Mr. 
Webster, that the third article in the Constiution, pro- 
viding for courte, carried the jury trials in civil ceses 
withit. Mr. Marshall, afterwards Chiet Justice Mar- 
Shall, said in the Virginia Convention, ‘*Does the word 
Court only mean the Judges? Does not the determina- 
tion of a Jury necessarily lead te the judgment of the 
Court? Is there any thing which gives the Judges ex- 
clusive jurisdiction of matters of faci? What is the ob- 
ject of a jary trial? To inform the Court of the facts. 
When a Court has cognizance of facts, does it not ful- 
low that they can make ingairy by a jury? It is im- 
possible to be otherwise.’’—3 E£iliott’s Debates, 506. 

The third article in the Virginia Bill of Rights was 
as fullows: 

“ In ¢ mtroversies respecting properiy, and in suite between 


man and inet, the ancient Gial hy jury is preferable to auy~ ther, and 
ought vo be held saci ed.” ’ , 


This article being read in the Convention, Judge 
Marshall said the trial by jury wus as well secured by 
the United States Constitution, as by the Virginia 
bill of rights.—Jb. 524. He said this in reference to 
civil cases, 

In the Massachusetts Convention, it was said, with- 
out a doubt being expressed from any quarter, that ‘the 
word court does not, either by popular or technical con- 
struction, exclude the use of a jury to try facts. When 
people in common language talk of a trial at the Court 
vf Common Pleas, or the Supreme Judicial Court, do 
they not include all the branches and membere of such 
courts, the jurors as well as the judges? ‘hey cer- 
tamly do, whether they mention the jurors expressly or 
pot. Our State leyislators have construed the word 
court in the same way.’’—2 Elliott’s Deb. 127. 

Sach- Was the ductrine maintained by the leading 
tiinds in the State Conventions; by Christopher Gore, 
in Massachusetts, by Judge Wilson and Chief Justice 
McKean, in Pennsylvania; by Chief Jastice Marshall, 
Jadge Pendleton, and Mr. Madison, in Virginia; by 
Jadge Iredell, in North Carolina, and many other dis- 
tinguished names, 

lu the Virginia Convention, objection was made to 
the Constitution, because it did not expressly secure 
to the accused the privilege of challenging, or except- 
ing to jurors in criminal cases. But Mr. Pendleton, 
the President of the Convention, and for so many 
years, the highest judicial officer in the State, replied: 
**When the Constitution says that the trial shall be by 
jury, dves it not say that every incident will go along 
with it ?”"—3 Eiliolt’s Deb. 497. 

So when the Constitution provided for “‘courts,’? and 
defined their jurisdiction, it clearly contemplated the 
trial by jury. in regard to all such rights of the citizen 
as had been usually, theretofore, tried by a jury. Con- 
gress, indeed, might fail to perform ils duty; but in 
sach case, no provisions of the Constitytion, however 
express and peremptory, would secure the rights of the 
people. 

it is perfectly well known to every student of the 
Constiration, that the only reason why that instrament 
did not make express provision for the trial by jary, in 
civil cases, was the difficulty of ranning the dividing 
line between the many cases that should be so tried, 
and the few that should not. All were agreed that 
ninety-nine per cent. of all civil cases should be tried 
by jury; but they could not agree apon the classes of 
cases fromm which the remaining one per cent. should 

be taken. 

In this connection, it is worth while to notice the 

heading or preamble of the Joint Resolutions for sub- 

, mitting certain proposed amendments to the States, 
among which was the seventh. It is as follows : 

* The Conventions of a number of the Stages having at the time 
of their «doptmng th- Constitution expressed avesire, in ovd-r to 
prevent mi coustruc‘ion or abuse of its powers, that fur her ve- 
ctarstory and restrictive clau-es st. mi be added; and as the ex- 


tending the yrowsd of public confidence in the governme t will 
best insure the beueficent ends cf its institution, ResoLVED,” 4c. 


Irom this it appears that the first Congress only pro- 
posed to submit certain ** further declaratory and re- 
strictive clauses,’ ‘‘to prevent misconstraction or 
abuse of its powers.” This heading or title, of course, 
dves not enlarge or limit the meaning of the amend- 
ments; but it shows the view of their scope and intend- 
meat which their authors held. But what is the sev- 
enth umendment but a ‘declaratory and restrictive 
ange i securing the trial by jury, in cavea at common 

aw, ‘‘ where the value in controversy shall exceed 
twenty dollars,’’ and abandoning it where the value is 
less ? 

The phraseology of the ameudment is full of signifi- 
cance : ** The right of trial by jury shall be preserved.”’ 
Not created, but preserved. Not instituted de novo, 
but continued. How cana right be preserved, which 
does not already exist ? 

In speaking of the trial by jury, in criminal cases, 
Judge Story uses the same word. Ife says it was “* pre- 
served.” In neither class of cases, civil or criminal, 
was it ever abandoned or lost, through the fault of the 
Constitution. If notalways enjoyed by the citizen, it 
has been through the dereliction of Congress in not 
passing the requisite laws. 

the great men who submitted this seventh amend- 
ment to the States, treated the trial by jary, in civil ca- 
ses, asa then subsisting constitutional right. ‘Vhey pass- 
ed a law, to pat the practical enjoyment of this right 
into the hands of the people, well knowing that there 
is scarcely @ right which we hold under the Constita- 
tion which we can beneficially possess or use, without 


the intervention of some law, as its channel ot medi- 
um. 

Suppose this seventh amendment had never been 
adopted, on what ground would the trial by jary, in civ- 
i! cases, have rested up to the present day ? 

In asserting, therefore, that, besides the references 
he has made, there is not another *‘clause or sentence 


with man- 
in obliga- 4 
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in the Constitution, having the least bearing on the 
subject’? of j triala, Mr. Webster is contradicted 
by the wes bern of the General Convention, by the 
State Conventions, by the Senators and ta- 
j who passed the Judiciary act, and by President 
Washington who si it. : 

Bat another of Mr. Webster’é*assertions is still more 
extraordinary. He says ‘nothing is more false than 
that sach jory trial [a trial by jury for an alleged slave, 
or fora freeman claimed as a slove,) is demanded by 
the Constitution, either in its letter or in its spirit."’ 

I make a preliminary remark upon the amazing un- 
truth embodied in the form of this proposition, 

Nothing is more false;”’ that 1s, if I, or any one, 
had affirmed that our Constitution forbids trial by jury, 
in all cases, under penalty of death; or that it creates 
a hereditary despotism; or thot it establishes the Cath- 
olic religion with the accompaniment of an inquisition 
for each State; or that it does all these things together; 
it would not be more ‘‘false’’ tothe ‘*spirit’’ of the 
Constitution, than to say that it demands the trial by 
jery, when a man who is seized asa slave, but who 
asserts that he is free, invokes its protection, 

But this pertains to the form only of his assertion, 
I proceed to inquire whether its substance be not as in- 
defensible as its form. 

In another part of Mr. Webster’s letter, he says, 
that he sees ‘‘no objection to the provisions of the 
law’? of 1793. Of course, he sees no objection to Mr. 
Batler’s bill, and its amendments; but he prefers them 
to Mr. Seward's. -And he now says, there is nothing 
in the letter or in the ‘spirit’? of the Constitution, 
which demands the jury trial for an alleged slave, or 
for a freeman captured and about to be carried away 
as a slave. 

Feeble and humble asT am, great and formidable 
as he is, I join issue with him, on this momentous ques- 
tion, and put myself upon the country. 

Our Constitution, as the present generation has always 
been taught, yearns towards liberty and the rights of 
man. ‘Uhe trial by jury, in the important cases of limb, 
life, or liberty, is essential to these rights. ‘The two, 
therefore, have such close affinity fur each other, as t 
render it highly probable, if not morally certain, tha 
the framers of the former would make provision for the 


- latter; that they would lay hold of it, as by a law of in- 


stinct, to carry out their beneficent purposes. ‘The trial 
by jury was necessary to the vitality of the Constitution ; 
and it would hardly be too strong an expression to say 
that the Constitation, as it came from the hands of its 
founders, necessitated the trial by jary. 

The object for which the Constitution was framed, 
as set forth in its preamble,—namely, to ‘establish 
justice,’ ‘*promote the general welfare,’’ and ‘secure 
tne blessings of liberty,’’ to the people,—could never be 
accomplished without the trialby jury. ‘The preamble 
is not appealed to as a source of power; but it touches, 
as by the finger, the objects which it contemplated; it 
suggests the means by which its beneficent purposes 
were to be fulfilled, and it indicates the rules of inter- 
pretation by which all its provisions are to be ex- 
pounded. 

And not only the objects for which the Constitution 
professes to exist, but historical facts from the time of 
Magna Charta, and before that time; the practice of the 
English and of our Colonial and Provincial courts before 
the revolation and during the Confederacy ;— in fine, all 
analogies and tendencies of constitutional laws, and 
whatever belongs to ideas of freedom, conspire to force 
the expectation upon us, that, in a matter of such vast 
concerament as the life-long liberty or bondage of a 
man and his offspring, it has not left us without the 
right of trial by jury. 

‘The very first law *‘forthe genera! good of the Colony 
of New Plymouth, (1623),’’ was, “that all criminal aets, 
and also all matters of trespusses and rests, between 
man aod man, should be tied by the verdict of twelve 
honest men.’’ 

In that fearful array of crimes which the Declaration 
of Ludependence charges home upon the king of Great 
Britain, that sublime instrament enumerates the fol- 
lowing as among the wost flagitious:—**For depriving 
us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury,’ and 
**for protecting his troups, by a mock trial, from pun- 
ishment for any murders which they should commit on 
the inhabitants «f these States ”” 

According to Blackstone, the right toa trial by jury 
had been held, “‘time out of mind,’’ to be the birth- 
right of Englishmen. ‘The 29th chapter of the Great 
Charter gaarantied this right, not only in eases of liber- 
ty, life and limb, but in cases of property, real and per- 
sonal. $ 

In England, it has become a traditional saying, and 
drops from the common tongue, that the great object of 
King, Lords, and Commons, is to get twelve men into 
a jary-box,. 

Judge Story says, *‘when our more immediate ances- 
tors removed to America, they brought this great privi- 
lege with them, as their bir th-right and inheritance, 
asa partof that admirable commen law which had 
fenced round, and interposed barriers on every side, 
against the approaches of arbitrary power. It is now 
incorporated into all our State Constitutions, as a funda- 
mental right; and the Constitution of the United States 
would have been justly obuoxious to the most concla- 
sive objection, if it had not recognized and confirmed it 
in the most solemn terms.’’ 3 Com., 652-3. 

Is it conceivable, then, that the heroes and sages of 
the Revolution, who rose in resistance to the most for- 
midable power on earth, so many of whom rose against 
their own kindred in the mother country, because they 
loved liberty better than father or mother, or brother or 
sister, and who endured the privations and horrors of a 
seven years’ war—is it conceivable, I say, that, when 
they had achieved their independence, and there was 
no longer any earthly power to control them, they 
should have framed a fundamental Jaw, and shou'd not 
have iunbued that law with the ‘spirit’? of the trial by 
jary, as its breath of life? As British subjecis they 
were entitled to this trial. As American, did they re- 
nounce it? Did they wage war for seven years in 
order to place themselves in a worse condition than they 
had been placed in by their ‘tyrant?’? Mr. Webster 
says they did. He charges this infinite folly and blind- 
ness upon them singly and collectively, one and al!. 

But, to examine more particalarly the phraseology of 
the severth amendment. What is the trae meaning of 
those descriptive words, ‘suits at common law?"’ Has 
not Mr, Webster, relying 60 his high reputation, dis- 
posed of this matter a little too summarily? “He says 
‘tthe Constitution declares that in saits at common law, 
the trial by jury shall be preserved;’’ but he adds, ‘*the 
reclaiming of a fugitive slave is not a suit at common 
Jaw.”? 

But the Supreme Court of the United States has 
farnished us with an authoritative interpretation of the 
words of the Constivation bearing on this sabject, In 
the case of Cohens vs. Virginia, 6 Wheaton R. 407, 
they define what is meant by a ‘‘suit.”? ‘These are 
their words: . 

“Whatisasuit? We understand it to be the prosecution, or 
pureuit, of some claim, vemand, or cequest. Tn law lar guage, itis 
the prosecution of scine cemand i: a court of ju-tice ‘The tem 
edy forevery species of wrong, is,’ says Judge Blickstone, ‘the 
being putiu roeesion of thu right whereof the party injured is 
deprived” The in-truments whereby this remedy ts obta ned, are 
n dive:siry of sudés nnd setions, which are defined by .he Mirror to 
be ‘t.e lawful demand of one’s rignv’. or, os Biacton and bleta 
express ii, in the words of su-tician, ‘jus prosequendi in judtcio 
quod alicuidebetur?— (the forin «f rere uting tp trial, or judg- 

ment, Whitisdve to any one) Blackstone then proceeds to de- 
wcribe every spectes of remedy by suit; and they are oll cases 
where the varty sveing claims to ol tain sumething to which he has 
Ee commence a suit, is to demand something by the institution 
of process in a courtot justice; and to prosecute the suit, is, 4c- 


ci roing ty the cominon accepia‘ien of Janguage, to continue that 
demand.” 


According to the Supreme Court, a suit is the prose- 
cution of some claim, demand, or request . But the 
proceedings for a fugitive slave, according to the very 
letter of the Constitution, constitute a claim. ‘The per- 
son held to service or labor is to be delivered up, ‘‘on 
claim of the party to whom such service or labor may 
be due.’’ 

Still farther, in a decision bearing directly on the 
right to trial by jury, the Supreme Coubt have defined 
the term ‘‘common Jaw’’ in special reference to its 
meaning in the amendment to the Constitution, which 
secures this right ‘‘in suits at common law.”’ ‘These 
are their words: 

“It is well known,that in civil causes, in courts of equity and ad- 
Mirsity, jumes do notintervene; and tiat courts of equily use the 
trial by jury Only tH extroorcinary Cases, to inform the conscience 
of the cou t. When, there ore, we find hitthe (ith) ameudusent 
requires, that the righe of trial oy jury shail be preserved in suiss at 
common law the Detural Covoclusive is, that this distinction was 
preset to the tainds O41 he tramers of ie nmendm ut. By come 
mon /aw they me nt, what the Constitu ion denominated in the 
thord articie ‘Jew,’ not merel suits, which the common liw reeng- 
nized among its old and vettled proceedings; but snits.in which /egad 
rights were to be ascen inined aval determined, in contiadi=t neon 
to those in which equitable rm hts alone were recognized, and equi- 
tabie remedies were adminis ered, o> in which, asin the admiralty . 
a mixture of pubke law, aud of marivime Jaw and equ.ty, was cf 
ten found in the same suit. Probably there were tew, it any, 
States in the Union, in which some new legal remecies, differing 
from the old common law terms, were not in use; but in whieh, 
however, ths that by jury intervened, and the general regula ions 
in other respects, Were according 10 the course of the - ommon 
law. P,oceedings in cases of partition, and of foreign and domes. 
tie attachment, might be cited, #8 examples variousiy adopted and 
moditied in @ just sense. the amendment, then, muy uel be con- 
strued to embrace ali suits. which are not of equity or admiralty ju- 
Tisdiction WHATS.VEK MAY BE 116 PEOULI)R FORM WHICH Ti ky 
M.¥ -8 UME TO SETTLs LEGAL + 1GH?Ts.”—Parsons vs Bedfurd, 
3 Peters’ Kep. 456-7, 

‘The last sentence I have underscored. In this sen- 
tence, the Supreme Court plainly say, that, if the sub- 
ject-matter of the litigation, or the object of the pro- 
ceeding, be to devermine a ** legal right’? which was 
formerly determined by a ** suit at common law,”’ then 
such proceeding is embraced in the the severth amend- 
ment, and either party in interest bas a right to the tial 
by jury. Now is it not clear that any proceeding which 
determines whether a nan owns himself, or is owned by 
another man, and which delivers one man into the custo- 
dy of another, as his slave,or refuses so todeliver him, is, 
‘* whatever peculiar form it may assume,’’ a proceed- 
ing ‘‘ to settlea legal right’’—the highest legal righi? 
It ia not a right in equizy, in admiralty, or under the 
maritime law; butstrictly and exclasively a legal right, 
and nothing elev. According tv the doctrine uf the Sa- 
preme Court, then, in the above cited case, the parties 
to such a proceeding have a right, under the seventh 
amendment, to a trial by jory. At least, is not such 
the “ spirit” of the amendment? 

Bat there is another well known fact, which gives 
pertinence and stringency to the above view. At com- 
mon law, the writ de homine replegiando—the writ of 
perronal replevin, or for replevying a man,—was an 
original writ; a writ which the party could sue out, of 
right; one to be granted on motion, without showing 
cause, and which the court of chancery could not su- 
persede. It was, according to the very language of our 








Supreme Court, recoguized by the common law ‘among 
its old atid setiled ings.” The form of it is 
found in that great arsenal of common law writs, 
the Registrum Brevium. This writ, saye Comyn, 
might be brought by an infant against his testa- 
mentary guardian, or by a villein against his lord. 
(Dig. ‘Title Imprisonment, L. 4.) If it could be 
brought by a villein against his lord, then it was the 
very writ for an alleged slave against an alleging 
owner. It was the mode provided by the common 
law for the determination of the legal right asserted in 
ina haman being. 1 have always anderstood that, before 
the revolution, and before the framing of our cohstitu- 
tion, Comyn’s Digest wasa work of the highest au 
thority. It must have been well known to all the law 
yers in the Convention, Did they expect, then, that 
when an alleged slave, or a known freeman, should be 
seized, that he should be burried into bondage without 
any right to this ancient muniment of the subject’s lib- 
erties 


Bat ‘‘the reclaiming of a fugitive slave,”* says Mr. 
Webster, **is not a suit at the common law.’ The 
proceedings provided for by the statute of 1793, to which 
he “sees no objec:ion,”’ have no analogy to the writ de 
homine replegiando Butean you destroy the right to 
jury trial by changing the process? A sand-hiller from 
Georgia or North Carolina, cannot come to Massachu- 
setts and eject Mr. Webster from his Mggshfield farm, 
without being compelled to submit the question of title to 
a jury. But suppose the law should say, in effect, that 
any one of the seventeen thousand postmasters in the 
United States might be brought into Massachusetts, (and, 
among 80 numerous a body, it is no libel to say there 
are some reckless men,) and the sand-hiller might go 
before the imported postmaster, and after proof ‘to his 
satisfaction,”’ ‘‘either by oral testimony or by affidavit,” 
—an affidavit, be it remembered, taken any where in 
the United States—then the claimant shall be put into 
immediate possession of the said farm, with a right to 
recover costs; and suppose Mr. Webster should spurn 
the authority of this illegitimate Court, and demand an 
observance of the ancient forms of law, and a trial by 
jury under the seventh, amendment; then the claimant 
has only to borrow Mr. Webster’s own words, and say, 
‘this is not a suit at the common law;’’—suppose all 
this, I say, and I would then ask if such a proceeding 
would be satisfactory to the last-named gentleman ? 
The common sense of mankind is authority good enough 
to answer such a question, but we have high legal 
authority ia addition. 

fo Baker vs. Riddle, Mr. Justice Baldwin, one of 
the judges of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
held that it was not in the power of Congress to take 
away the right of trial by jury, secured by the seventh 
amendment, neither,—‘* 1 By an organization of the 
courts in such a manner as not to secure it to suitors ;”’ 
nor,—** 2, By authorizing the courts to exercise, or 
their assamption of, equity or admiralty jurisdiction 
over cases at law.’’ ‘* This amendment,’’ says he, 
‘* preserves the right of jury trial against any infringe- 
ment by any department of the government.’’ Bald- 
win’s Rep. 404. 

Now, what was Mr Butler’s bill, but *¢ a new organ- 
ization of the courts,’’ or, rather, a new creation of 
some twenty thousand courts, ‘* in such a manner as 
not to secure [the right of trial by jury] to suitors? ”” 
It was, indeed, a violation of both of the principles laid 
down by Judge Baldwin. It was the creation of tribu- 
nals unknown te the common law, and authorizing 
those tribunals to decide upon rights not belonging to 
either ** equity or admiralty jurisdiction.” 

In this connection, I will refer to the case of Lee vs. 
Lee, 8 Peters’s Rep. 44. 

By act of Congress, of April 2, 1816, it was declared 
that no cause should be removed from the Circuit Court 
of the District of Columbia to the Sapreme Coart, by 
appeal or writ of error, ‘* ualess the’ matier in dispute 
shall be of the value of one thousand dollars or up- 
wards.’’ The plaintiffs in error were claimed as slaves, 
‘Their petition for freedom in the court below had been 
decided against them ; and from this decision they ap- 
pealed. ‘Ibe defendant in error took the objection that 
they,—their bodies and souls,—were not worth one 
thousand dollars, and therefore that they had no right 
to appeal. Bat the court said : 


**The matter in dispute, in this case, is the freedom of the peti- 
tiosers. The judgment o: the Court below is again-t their Cleims 
to freejom, the matier in dispute i-, theretore, to the pi intifl< in 
error, the value of their freecom, and this is not susceptili/e of a 
vy cuniary v, luation. Nad the jucgment bcen in favor of the peti- 
toners aud the weitot error frou ht by the party claiming ww be 
the own r, the valtie of theslaves as property would have beeu the 
matter ih dispute, and aflilavity moght be adimtted tu a-ceriain 
such value (ut affidavits e- imatig the valoe .f freedom are 
tutirels innimissibie, and wo douvl is entertained of the jirindic- 
tion of the Court.” 


Now, if the Supreme Court of the United States, in 
constracting a law, felt constrained by their oaths to 
hold the freedom of a man,—of any man, though he 
might be a drivelling idiot, or stretched upon his death 
bed, with only another hour to breathe,—to be worth 
more than a thousand dollars, how can a Senator of 
the United States say, that in passing a law, under 
which naman liberty may be retained or lost, he is not 
bound at least by the ‘‘sprrit’’ of the Constitution, if 
not by its letters, to hold that human liberty to be of 
greater value than twenty doilars, and therefore 
to provide the trial by jury for its protection? What 
can prove more strikingly that Mr. Webster vio- 
lates the whole ‘‘spirit’’ of the Constitution, when the 
framers and ratifiers of this amendment covenanted for 
and decreed the trial by jury, for such a paltry sum of 
money; and when the Judges of the Supreme Court held 
human liberty to be worth more than any nameable 
sun of money, while he regards it as a thing to be 
disposed of by any corrupt postmaster which any cor- 
rupt Administration may corruptly appoint. Yet he 
says—‘**Nothing can be more false than that a jury 
trial is demanded in cases of this kind by the Constitu- 
tion, either in its letter, or in tls spirit.’’ 


I wish I could find, or felt at liberty to coin some 
milder word; but for want of a better, 1 must say 
that Mr. Webster seems to me, throughout this whole 
matter, to dogmutize He makes his strong assertions 
without offering even weak reasons. Of this charac- 
tee was his annunciation of the discovery of a new 
law—‘‘the law of physical geography’’—which was to 
suspend moral agency, and take fro:n man bis power to 
commit crime against his brother; as though in ascend- 
ing hill sides, freedum and slavery lie in different at- 
mospherical strata, and are bounded by each other im- 
passably; as though there were any mountain so ‘tex- 
ceeding high,’’? to whose top even Jesus Christ could 
go, that Satan could not go there to tempt him, This 
does not strike the common mind like a true discovery; 
like the law of gravitation, for instance, discovered by 
Newton, or the existence of the planet Neptune, by 
Leverrjer. It is rather like that earliest pretended dis- 
covery on record, which was designed to seduce, and 
did seduce, the first parents of us all. Ye may eat of 
the forbidden tree, for ye shall Nor surely die. So 
Mr. Webster says, Let slaves be driven in coffles, or 
carried in ships, holds to the new territories; they can- 
not live there. Will not the results of the two experi- 
ments bear a lively analogy to each other, and be like- 
ly to reflect similar credit upon their authors ? 

So, too, when he tore some of the brightest pages 
from the New Testament, by proclaiming that “there is 
to be found no injanction against that relation (of slave- 
ry,) between man and man, in the teachings of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, or of any of his Apostles.’’ 
Upon how many christian hearts did this sentiment full 
like an anathema against all trath. He does not say 
any express injunction; but **no injunction ;’—none of 
any kind. Is there any express injunction ‘in the: 
teachings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, or of any of 
his Apostles,’? agamst cannibalism? Do they any 
where say, ‘*Ye shall not eat one another?”? Yet what 
enormity and fligitioasness would it be to infer, that, 
therefore,mea and women may tarn Ogres and oe 
and eat human flesh as they do mutton and beef. ‘The 
inference in the latter case 18 every whit as warranta- 
ble, as sound, as in the former; yet I consider that this 
theological argument does not violate the ‘spirit’’ of 
the Gospel, any more than his constitutional argament 
violates the ‘‘spirit’’ of the Constitution. John Wesley, 
who bad lived amid slavery, devominates it the ‘‘sum of 
all villainies,’’ afid if Christ came into this world and 
left it, without permeating and saturating al) bis teach- 
ings with injunctions against the injustice, cruelty, pride, 
avarice, lust, love of domimatiun, and love of adala- 
tion, which are the iseparable accompaniments of 
slavery, then I think the christian world will cry out, 
that, so far as this life is concerned, his mission was 
substantially fruitless. 

“Oh star-eyed Science! hast thou wandered there, 
To bring us Daca these tidiugs of despau ?” 

So if the Constitution of the United States contains 
not even any implied security fur the liberty of all the 
colored population in the free States and territories, 
and for the trial by jury as the only adequate means of 
securing their liberty, Chen would it not be more credit- 
able to its framers never to have put their signatures 
to iv? 

The fifth article of amendment declares that ‘‘no 
person shall be deprived of life, hberty, or property, 
without due process of Jaw.’? ‘The commentators say 
that these words, ‘‘due process of law,’ are the equiv- 
alent of the phrase ‘‘the law of the land,’’ in the 29th 
chapter of Magna Charta; and hence that “this clause 
in effect affirms the right of trial according to the pro- 
cess and proceedings of the common law ;”’ that is, by 
jary. 3 Story’s Comm, 661; 2 Inst , 50,51; 2 Kent’s 
Comm. 10, 1 ‘Tacker’s Biack. App., 304. é 

Now, consider that the general right of trial by jury, 
in cases of life, was expressly aecured by the Cunsti- 
tution as originally adopted; that, somewhat more than 
three years afterwards, the same right was expressly 
secured fur property, in suiis at coamon law, when- 
ever the value in controversy should exceed twenty 
dollars; and then say whether there is not the strongest 
implication in favor of the same right, in cases of banan 
liberty, which is so mach more precious than life and 
property cumbined, { do not here say it is an impli 
cation that binds the courts in administering a law; 
that ia not the point under discussion. but is it not an 
joyplication that binds the legislator, se that when legis- 
lating on the subject, he cannot consci and wilfully 
abandon it without infidelity to bis oath? I do not 
believe that many men from the free States will ever be 
found in Congress who will, not take this view of the 
subject. Indeed, not a few of the best lawyers and 





jarists have held that the implication binds the courts; 








and therefore, that the statute of 1793 is unconstitu- 
tional.* 

Mr. Webster treats the two cases, of fugitives from 
jastice and fugitives from service, alike; although one 
can almost adopt his own language, and say that 
‘nothing is more false’’ than that they are alike. In 
regard to the first class, the Constitution says, a person 
‘charged’? with treason, &c.; but ‘in regard to the 
second class, it says no person “held,” &c. 

According to the obvious intent of this langaage, the 
alleged fugitive must be proved, to be held, bownd, ob- 
ligated. It is not enongh that he be charged to be 
‘held’? to service, though it is enough that a man be 
‘charged’ with crime. ‘To bring the first case within 
the legal category of the second, its terms should be, 
“fa person guilty of treason,’’ &c , shall be delivered 
up. Were such the phraseology, would any one doubt 
that proof of guilt should precede delivery, and that 
there could be no other legal foundation for it? 

Mr. Webster says, ‘perhaps the only insuperable 
difficulty’’ to a trial by jary, ‘thas been created by the 
States themselves.’’ Suppose this to be so, | would 
ask whose daty is it to act first,—that of Congress to 
provide the trial, or that of the States to remove the im- 
pediment? Shull the States repeal their laws first, and 
leave the liberty of the citizens in jeopardy; or shall not 
Congress legislate first, and secure that liberty? Which 
is of the greater importance, that the owner should re- 
cover his slave, or that the citizen should retain his 
freedom? 1 answer according to the language which 
the criminal law uses respecting guilt and innocence, 
that it is better that nine hundred and ninety-nine, that 
is, an indefinite number, of slaves should escape, than 
that one free man should be delivered into bondage. 

Besides, I think no State legislated on this subject for 
the protection of its own citizens, unul 1842. ‘This was 
after Congress had negleeted for ntore than fifty years 
to do its duty. Why, then, should Mr. Webster cast 
the blame upon the States which forbore for more than 
fifty years to act protectively for themselves, when 
Congress, of which he had been a leading member for 
about forty years, had endangered, instead of securing, 
the liberty of their citizens. When he said that ‘‘every 
member of every Northern Legislature is bound by oath 
to support the Constitation of the United States,’? why 
did not the retort suddenly rise tohis mind that he was 
bound by oath not less than they; and that his oath em- 
braced the men that owned freedom, not less than the 
men that owned slaves. Besides, he charges only a part 
of the free States with being guilty of anjust legislation. 
Shall the innocent .States suffer because of the others’ 
offence? Rather shall not Congress first supply the 
means of protection to the citizens of all ? 

It seems to me, too, that the fourth amendment has 

an important ‘bearing upon the subject,’’ because it 
shows that the mastef thought of our fathers, in form- 
ing the Constitution, was to secure the liberties of the 
citizen It provides against ‘‘unreasonable seizures’? 
of ‘‘persons.’’ | suppose the main idea of this amend- 
ment was to secure the citizen against ‘‘unreasona- 
ble seizure,’’ even in cases where he should afterwards, 
and at some time, be brought to trial according to the 
forms of the common law. But what ‘‘seizure’’ can 
be more ‘‘unreasonable,’’ than one whose object is, not 
an ultimate trial, but bondage forever, without trial. 
Can mortal imagination conceive of any seizure less en- 
tiled than this to be called ‘ reasonable.”? Wuh 
what indignation did our fathers frown because they 
were transported beyond seas to be tried; yet, by our 
present law, and by the Jaw which Mr. Webster prom- 
ise3 40 support, a free man may be transported, if not 
beyond seas, at least beyond lands, and beyond States, 
not to be tried, but to be held in slavery forever without 
trial, Ifa free citizen of Massachusetts should be seiz- 
ed and plunged into a Massachusetts prison, to be kept 
there for life; and his children, as % consequence of his 
fail, were put into the same, or into other prisons, as 
fast as they were horn, to be also kept for life; and 
such was the original objeet and avowed purpose of the 
seizure, would sot this conflict a little with the spirit’? 
of the fourth amendment? And does the proceed- 
ing conflict with this ‘‘spiril’’? any the less, because 
the prison is a southern rice swamp, or cotton field, 
where the nearest door or outlet of escape is more than 
a hundred miles from the spot of confinement? In com- 
mon law actions, trover, detinue, replevin, &c., &c., 
the trial is to be in the vicinage, except there is some 
overpowering reason for changing the venue, or place 
of trial, But here is a change of venue, not for a tial, 
bat for evading a trial. 

I submit, then, to the public, that here are three pro- 
visions of the Constitution, each one of which does have 
*‘a bearing on the subject.”? Each strengthens the oth- 
er. ‘Chey forma triple implication, if nota trinoda 
necessilus, which po man, however powerful he may 
be, can break. 

‘The argument which the lawyers call ab inconve- 
nienti—the argument from inconvenience—has been 
pressed into the service of the slaveholder to endanger 
the liberties of the citizen. IT answer, there are two 
sides tu this argament; nor was it wise in the slaveholder, 
or his northern friends, to name it. It seems to me 
quite as inconvenient for a free man to lose his liberty, 
as for a slavehulder to lose his slave. If a southern 
man sues a northern one for the value of a bale of cot- 
ton or a barrel of rice, must not the plaintiff await the 
next term of the court before be can enter his action, 
abide by the rules of the court respecting continuances, 
and submit to the order of business in taking his turn 
before a jary ?) ‘To obviate this inconvenience, has any 

@egislulure or any court ever proposed to set aside or 

annul, at once, all the securities by which we hold 
property and life?) Aud how stands the question re- 
specting evidence or proof? If difficult for a slave- 
claimant, frou Texas, to prove title to his slave in Mas- 
sachusetts, how iufiaitely more difficult for a citizen of 
Massachasetts to prove ttle to himself in Texas. But 
Mr. Webster says there are independent courts at the 
South, ‘‘always open and ready to receive and decide up- 
on petitions or applications for freedom.’’ Suppose this 
tJ be true; how Js a man or a wornan, whose master knows 
that he or she is free, to get to the courts? Mr. Web- 
ster seems to think that as svon as a kidnapping slave- 
dealer shall transport his haman prey to the South, he 
will at once take him, or allow him to go before a court 
of justice, or will sell him to some brother Samaritan 
who will do so. Does not every body know that any 
man, who is capable of the enormous guilt of seizing or 
buying a freeman, will chain, and scourge, and starve 
and matilate that freeman, if he bat so much as open 
his lips in audible prayer to God for the restoration of 
his birthright? 

Mr. Webster says, persuasively, that the alleged 
slive ‘is only remitted, for inquiry into his rights, to the 
State from which he fled.’’ Bat suppose he had never 
**fled;’? bat was demeaning himself as a peaceable 
citizen, under the solemnly pledged protection of the 
government, on the soil where he was born ! ‘This is 
the false idea that underlies the whole of Mr. Webster’s 
seductive letter, that under such a bill as Mr. Butler’s, 
nobody but a slave would ever be arrested 

Ihave no doubt that what Mr. Webster says about 
southern courts being ‘fair aud upright,’’ is very gene- 
rally and extensively true; bat I have had a little per- 
sonal knowledge of southern courts, and [ have no hesi- 
tation in saying that there has been one, at least, before 
which, if a slave were suing for bis freedom, and any 
popular clamor against him should exist, he would 
have no more hope of obtaining his liberty through the 
*‘fuirness’’? of the court, than if thrown overboard in the 
niddle of the Atlantic ocean, be would have of saving 
his life by swimming ashore. 

Mr. Webster holds Massachusetts up to the ridicule 
of the world, because she * grows fervid on Pennsy!- 
vania wrongs;’? and he has deemed it his duty to in- 
quire how many seizures of fugitive slaves have cc- 
curred in New England within our time. Is this the 
Christian standard by which to estimate the evil of en- 
croachments upon the most sacred rights of men? If 
I repose in contentment and indifference, because my 
own section, or State, or county, is as yet but a par- 
tial sufferer, why should Enot continue contented and 
indifferent while [ myself am safe? In providing for 
the liberties of the citizen, under a common government, 
I think Massachusetts worthy of all honor, and not of 
ridicule, because she does ‘* grow fervidon Pennsylva- 
nia wrongs,’” and on the wrongs of an entire race, 
whether in Pennsylvania or California, certainly with- 
in the boundaries of our own country. I see no 
reason why my sympathies as a man, or the ob- 
ligation of my oath as an officer, in regard 
to the nearer or the remoter States, should be inversely 
as the squares of the distances, Even with regard to 
foreign countries, did Mr. Webster think so, in those 
better days, when his eloquent appeal for oppressed 
and bleeding Greece roused the nation, like the voice 
of aclarion? Did Mr Webster deem it necessary to 
make inquisitions through all the New England States, 
how many Uuogarian patriots they had seen shot at the 
tap of the drum, or how many noble Hungarian women 
had been stripped and whipped in their market-place-, 
before he thrilled the heart of the nation, at the wrongs 
of Kossuth and his compatriots, and invoked the exe- 
crations of the world upon the Austrian and Russian 
despots? I see no difference between these cases, 
which is not in favor of our home interests, of our own 
domestic rights, except the difference of their bearings 
upon partisan politics, Mr, Websier quotes and cour- 
mends Mr. Bissell, who said that those Southern States 
which had suffered the least from loss of slaves made 
the greatest clamor. ‘That statement of a fact was well 
put by Mr. Bissell; but was it well applied by Mr, 
Webster? In the statement, it was a question as to 
the loss of property. In the application, it is a question 
as to the loss of liberty. The latter is not, therefore, 
the ‘‘counterfact”? of the former. Blindness tu the 
Gistinction between the value and the principle of 
property, and the’ value and the principle of liberty, 
could alone have permitted the comparison. 

But I have extended this communication greatly be- 
yond my original purpose. Several other topics con- 
tained in Mr. Webster's speech, or growing out of what 
has since happened in relation to it, and hardly less im- 
portant than those already considered, must await 
another opportunity for discussion; unless, indeed, some 
disposal of the question shall render further discussion 
unnecessary. ; 

1 am not unmindful of the position in which I stand. 





* See an el :borate opinion of Chancellor Walworth, 14 Wend. 
507, Jack vs. Martin, 


[ am not unaware that circumstances have placed me 
an antagonist relation to a man Whose vast powers 
of intellect the world has long so vividly enjoyed and 
80 profoundly admired, I well know that a personal 
contest between us seems unequal, far more than did 
‘the threatened contest between the Hebrew Stripling 
and the champion of the Philistines, who had a helmet 
of brass upon his head, and greaves of brass upon his 
legs, and the staff of whose spear was like a weaver’s 
beath. But the contest is not between us. It is be- 
tween truth and error; and just so certain as the spirit 
of Good will prevail over the spirit of Evil, just so cer- 
tain will Trath ultimately triumph. In such a case as 
this, there is one point of view in which Mr. Webster 
is a desirable antagonist; for the thick and far-beaming 
points of light, which he has left all along his former 
course of life, cannot fail to expose, to other eyes than 
his own, the devious path into which he has now wan- 
dered, HORACE MANN, 
WasnincrTon, June 6, 1850, 


P. 8S. While writing the closing paragraphs of this 
communication, I have seen a ‘Fugitive Slave Bill,” 
submitted by Mr. Webster in the Senate, on Monday 
last. It provides for atrial: by jury. It is short, con- 
sisting of two sections only; simple in its provisions, 
and, could it be slightly altered, so as to provide for an 
appeal in matters of law in certain cases, and for en- 
abling the alleged fugitive to prdcure testimony in his 
defence, and to be indemnified in case the judgment is 
in his favor, it would seem to be as nearly perfect 
as a bill on such a subject can be. I rejoice to see this 
bill, and to know that it comes from such a source. No 
man is so truly great, whatever other titles to eminence 
he may have, as when, after taking an erroneous step, 
he resolves to ‘‘tread that step backward.” 


’ 
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Died in Gosport, (Isles of Shoals) N. H., 
May 4, Mrs. Lypra Lucerta, wife of Mr. Mo- 
ses Stevens, of Newburyport, Mass., and 
daughter of Mr. Joseph M. and Sally Caswell, of 
Gosport, aged 25 years and 6 months. Though 
Mrs. S. had been for years serious and thought- 
ful, it was not until a few months of her death, 
that she obtained an undoubting evidence of her 
acceptance with God. Some two years since 
she was brought near the grave, and thought 
she must die, but did not feel willing or pre- 
pared, but she improved, we trust, her partial 
restoration to health in making preparations. 
About eight or nine months ago she found that 
she was fast descending to the tomb; she ex- 
amined her hope, and through faith in Christ, 
found it firm. Her last days, though days of 
great bodily suffering, were the happiest of her 
life. She said to her mother as she wept over 
her, alluding to her former sickness, “ before ] 
was unwilling to die, but now I am prepared [ 
long to go.”’ ** She died in faith.” 

L. D. Bropcerr. 
East Sandbornton, N. H., May 27. 
Will Portsmouth papers please copy? 











Died in East Salisbury, Ms., Miss Racuer, 
Eaton, of consumption; a Christian of half a 
century. Widow Hannan Cocswe t, of con- 
sumption also, and a Christian of half a centu- 
ry. Mrs. Jemima Jackman, of a similar dis- 
ease, widow of the late Levi Jackman. For 
fifty years, Sister Jackman also ** bore the cross.” 
The above, with Bro: Jackman, were members 
of the first Methodist class formed in Salisbury. 
They sleep in Jesus. H. 











Died in Thompson, Conn., May 14, Sister 
Betsey Hitz, wife of Bro. Darius Hill, aged 
56. She had long been the subject of afilic- 
tions, which kept her from the public means of 
grace, so that she was not fully appreciated but 
in her own family circle. ‘There her Christian 
graces matured, and her faith strengthened, to 
enable her to triumph over the lastenemy. This 
| she did, and after serving her Master fourteen 
| years faithfully, ** an abundant entrance was ad- 
ministered’ unto her into rest above. 

J. W. Lewis. 





Webster, Ms., June 3. 





Died in Wilbraham, Ms., March 2, Bro. Wm. 
L. Buiss, M. D., aged 34 years. Bro. Bliss 
consecrated himself to God in his youth, main- 
tained a consistent Christian walk in riper years, 
and honored the church by active, though un- 
obtrusive service. ‘The place of his professional 
labors and church connection was Springfield, 
Ms., where he was much beloved as a true 
Christian. He came home, with his pastor, to 
his father’s, Abel Bliss, Esq., of this place, last 
jfall, afflicted with pulmonary complaints, to 
which he finally fell a victim. He labored in 
the early part of his sickness (which was pul- 
monary consuption) under a severe mental de- 
pression and harrassing unbelief. Faith, how- 
ever, finally triumphed ; shadows rested upon 
his last hours. He bequeathed a large part of 
a valuable property to advance the interests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. An affectionate wile 
mourns her irreparable loss. 

Z. A. Mupce. 

Wilbraham, Ms., May 29. 





Died in Chesterfield, N. H., May 7, Mrs. 
Potty Crark, wife of Mr. Joseph Clark, aged 
‘56 years. Sister Clark for many years has been 
a member of the M. E. Church. She was a 
consistent Christian, and we have no doubt that 
the influence of her example will long be feit as 
a most sacred memorial of the dead. She has 
suffered for many years from consumption ; yet, 
by the grace of God, she was enabled to tri- 
umph. She believed in her religion without a 
doubt, and chose for her funeral text, Psalms 
23: 4; ‘* Yea, though I walk through the val- 
ley of the shadow of death, I will fear ng evil; 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me.” 


A. 8. TENNEY. 





Died in Bangor, Me., June 3, Bro. Joun W. 
Stuart, only son of John and Mary Stuart, 
aged 20 years. Bro. Stuart was a young man 
of much promise. His intellectual endowments 
were exceeded by but few of his age, which, to- 
gether with a remarkably mild and lovely dis- 
position, endeared him to all who knew him. 
When but a mere child, he became strongly at- 
tached to the Sabbath School; and his regular 
and active presence as a scholar or teacher de- 
clared the deep interest he felt in this noble 
cause, till consumption bade him go no more. 
In September, 1848, he experienced religion. 
During his last sickness, he was confined to his 
room several months; but the same gentle, 
Christian-like spirit that characterized him in 
health he manifested to the last. Peace to his 
memory. 
C. D. Priispury. 
Bangor, June 5. 
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